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PREFACE

The present volume, Noni Grammatical Structure, is the third in a series
of SCOPIL publications stemming from work on the languages of the Grassfields
Bantu region of Cameroen. Though not a complete grammar, this work attempts
to present the major grammatical structures of an important language, which
although not properly Grassfields Bantu, belongs to the closely related "Be-
boid'" group (Hombert 1980).

Work was carried out on Noni part time during an eleven week period in
1977 with Mark Bintum serving as principal consultant. Because of the time
limitations placed on this study, the results presented here cannot be con-
sidered definitive. Nevertheless, we feel confident that the materials des-
cribed herein will be of use to comparativists and future Noni scholars--cf.
the promising start made by Richards (1981). Particular attention is paid
to the complex verb morphology, an area which has been studied in depth only
in a few languages--none Beboid--in the area.

The grammatical sketch that folows is organized in five parts:
Part T describes the consonants, vowels and tones found in the language.

Part II describes the noun class system and the various pronouns and
modifiers which occur in the noun phrase.

Part III describes verb forms, the various tenses and aspects as they
occur in different clause types.

Part IV presents the syntax of the simplex clause: its word order pro-
perties, expression of grammatical relations and verbal auxiliaries.

Part V goes beyond the simplex clause to treat complex sentences involv-
ing relative, sequential, temporal and condition clauses. The section con-
cludes with a discussion of interrogatives and focus.

Following the above 22 chapters and the references, an extended English-
Noni wordlist is provided which should be of interest to comparativists and
specialists of the Grassfields Bantu borderland.

This project has been made possible by a National Science Foundation grant
no. BNS76-81261 which allowed travel to Cameroon as well as research at the
University of Southern California. We gratefully acknowledge this support as
well as the fellowship the author received from the John Simon Guggenheim
Foundation for work on comparative Grassfields Bantu grammar in 1979-80.

A number of persons in Cameroon greatly facilitatedour study. First, Dr.
Emmanuel Sounjock of the then CE.REL.T.RA (now C:R.E.A.) in Yacunde gave gen-
erously of his time and expressed great interest in our project. We thank him
and the Cameroonian authorities for the research permits we were granted.

We also are very grateful to Fr. Engelbert Kofon for introducing us to
his Noni lanpguage, for sharing his materials with us, and for his personal com-
ments on an earlier--now superceded--study of the Noni noun classes (Hyman 1975).

But above all it is our friendship with Mr. Mark Bintum which made this
grammar a reality. Mark was the principal Noni consultant both for the 1975
study and for this study. He gave selflessly to this project and was at times

more effectively devoted to it than the author himself.



We have made Mark Bintum wzit too long to see the fruits of his devoted
labor. For all of his giving, patience and {polite) pressure, I thank him
and dedicate this bock to him.

Larry M. Hyman

Los Angeles, 8/24/81



PART I: PHONOLOGY

THE SoUND SYSTEM

1. Vowels. The Noni language possesses a system of seven short and
seven long vowels:

i u ii uu

e o ee fota)

€ 2 €e . o0
a aa

The above orthographic vowels are pronounced as follows:

(1) 1 is pronounced [1], e.g. -ff 'take'. il is pronounced [i:], e.g.
-fff [ff:] "to be fed up with.

(2) e is usually pronounced [=], more rarely [e], e.g. -cé [cd] ([cé&])
'pass the night'. ee is usually pronounced [e:], although the pronunciation
[#:] is cccasionally heard for some words, e.g. cée [dé&:] ([25:]) 'palm-
kernel'. :

(3) & is pronounced [e], e.g. ~1€ [1¢] 'become wet, sink'. ee is pro-
nounced [e:], e.g. -4 [1€:] tdeceive’.

(4) a is pronounced [a], e.g. -sa [sa] 'go ahead'. =aa is pronounced
fa:], e.g. -saa {sa:] 'to tear!.

(5) o is pronounced [o], e.g. -ko [ko] 'snore'. 25 is pronounced [o: ],
e.g. -k33 [k3:] 'catch'.

{6) © is pronounced a very tense [g], e.g. -dd [dé] 'say'. oo is pro-

nounced [g:], e.g. -doo [dg:] 'be numerous'.

(7) u is pronounced [o], e.g. yun [yén| 'thatching grass'. When pre-
ceded by a stop or w, y also conditions a& labio-dentalization of the conson-
ant, e.g. -kfu [kfo] "sift (something moist)'. Although predictable, this
labiodentalization is expressed orthographically in the consonant sequences
tf, kf, bv, dv, gv, mv and wv. uu is pronounced [u:], e.g. -yid [yG:] 'be
clear, to dawn'. In a few cases labio-dentalization is observed before uu,
e.g. kfll [kfl:] 'rope’.

2. Consonants. The following consonants are distinguished in Noni,
arranged in the appropriate rows and columns. Rows: voiceless non-continuants,
voiced non-continuants, voiceless fricatives, approximants, and nasals. Co-
lumns: labial, dental, palatal and velar. These consonants are presented
in their orthographic representations except for & (written sh) and y (writ-
ten gh). They are pronounced as indicated in the following paragraphs.



it £ k &)
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(1) Voiceless nom-contimuants: +t is pronounced [1], e.g. -tew [ta¥]
tprefer'. ¢ is pronounced [t%], e.g. -cém [t¥&m] 'chew'. k is pronounced
[k], e.g. -kié [kid] 'laugh'.

(2) Voiced non-comiinuants: b is pronounced [b], e.g. -bdd [bd:] 'bear
a child'. d is promounced [d], e.g. -dee [de:] 'cook'. | is pronounced
[d%], e.g. -jéw [d¥&9] 'go mad, become drunk'. g is pronounced [g], e.g.
-ge [ge] 'make, do'.

(3) Voiceless fricatives: T is pronounced [f], e.g. few [fe¥] 'to mea-
sure'. s is pronounced [s], e.g. -séé [sé:] 'tell'. The sound [4] is re-
presented orthographically as sh, e.g. -shé [£8] 'spend the day'.

(4) Approwimants: w is pronounced {wl, e.g. -wdm [wAm] 'scream'. | is
pronounced L1, e.g. -1&y [14Y] 'enter'. y is pronounced [J], e.g. -vén
[jén] 'see'. The sound [y], an unrounded velar approximant, is represented
orthographically as gh, e.g. -ghew [ya¥] 'be jealous'. It occurs relatively
rarely in Noni.

(5) Nasals: m is pronounced [m], e.g. -ma [ma] 'tell (a riddle)'. n
is pronounced [n], e.g. -ne [ne] "to leave'. i is pronounced [nl, e.g. -Ad
[nd] 'give', and is not written ny because of such oppositions as nyém
[njdm] 'dry season' vs. fiam [pdm] 'animal'. n is pronounced [nl, e.g. -ném

[ndm] "to pinch', and occurs rarely in syllable-initial position.

(6) Glottal stop: The glottal stop occurs very rarely in Noni and has
been recorded in the following words: &#y? 'no', mEa? 'button', cd? 'granary
made of bamboo', nf8%? (name of a society), and nwa? {=nwd) 'book'. Except
for 'mo', all words with glottal stop appear to have been borrowed, most
likely from Lammso?. ? can only appear in syllable-final position. It may
appear after falling tone short vowels occurring before pause, e.g. fam vé
= fidm ye? "this animal'.

In addition to the above, a few other consonant types occur in the lan-
guage. We have already mentioned the fact that t, k, b, d, g, m and w are
labiodentalized before u, e.g. /butu/ 'day' is written bvutfu and pronounced
[b¥etfe], In addition, the labio-velar stops [kp] and [gh] occur as alternate
realizations of k+w and g+w, respectively: kwen 'firewood' is realized either
[kwan] or [kpenl; gw3dn 'bamboo! is realized [g¥3:n] or [gbd:nl, ete. We
have chosen to standardize this variation with orthographic kw and gw.

3. Sylleble structure. The majority of Noni syllables begin with a
consonantal onset, continue with a vocalic nucleus, and terminate either in
# or in one of a limited set of final consonants, as sumnarized in the fol-
lowing formula:

(N) G (6) vy (Va) (Cy)

The consonantal onset may consist of up to three consonants: a non-
syllabic nasal (N), a stem-initial consonant (Cy), and & w or ¥y glide (G),



e.g. -ngdy 'break’ (by snapping), -ngwdy 'go sour'. The remaining source
of initial conscnant sequences, that involving orthographic C+f and C+v,
has been analyzed as lablodental affrication. Of the consonants presented
in section 2, only the glottal stop cannot initiate a syllable. The rare
consonant gh occurs only in this position, while very few syllables have n
as their Cp consonant. Cases of C+y are relatively rare, ©.g- -fyéy "mix".
w occurs frequently after velars in both nouns and verbs, e.g. -Gwe rfall',
nWaw 'square granary'. 1t has been recorded once after sh (-shwaw 'to
seratch') and after t, b and f in nouns only, e.g. twe 'witch', fwe 'preg-
nancy’.

NCp sequences have three sources:

(1) In nouns, especially (though not exclusively) in genders 1/2 and
9/10, a NCj sequence is often noted, e.g. ntdn/bdntdn 'pot/pots’ 1/2, ndva/
ndvi Tcloth/cloths' 9/10 (but also kinsan/blinsan 'mnet/nets’ 7/8).

{2) Verbs with a first person singular subject take a homerganic nasal
agreement marker (including auxiliary and consecutivized verbs), e.g. me
demté mbing ' am singing and dancing' (cf. wvl yemté bind 'he is singing
and dancing').

(3) A few verb stems and adverbials inexplicably begin with a NCp se-
quence, e.g. -mbydy 'tell a lie', nfay 'well! (adv.).

The only syllables lacking a consonantal onset are prepositions, con-
junctions and certain moun prefixes which consist of a vowel alone, €.8. €
vif', e- (class 6 prefix, as in e-fom 'fat'}.

The vocalie nucleus consists in most cases of a single short or long
vowel, although some sequences of two unlike vowels are possible (see below).
If there is no final conscnant, both short and long vowel syllables are fre-
quently attested, e.g. -ka 'clear one's throat', -kaa 'grind'., When there
is a final consonant, long vowels are found relatively rarely, and only be-
fore m and n. Most cases of a long vowel + involve either the -m positional
extension on verbs (e.g. —ijm "lie down') or the class 12 and 15 ~-m suffix
on nouns (e.g. medm Toil! 15 [Bantu 6a]). Syllables ending in a long vowel
+ n are rare, e.g. ntéén 'many'. In cases where a nasal is followed in the
same word by a homorganic consomant + vowel, it is always assigned to the
following syllable. Thus, _kaanke 'be frying' (from -kdn 'fry') is syllabi-
fied as -kaa.nké.

In addition to the rare glottal stop discussed above, only the consonants
w, y, m, n and n can occur as the final consonant (Cz2). w occurs after all

vowels (although instances of uw are rare) :

-jfw 'to poison' gvlw ‘'chest’
—kew 'gather firewood' ~kow 'become wealthy'
—kew 'start' -gow 'grind’

-kaw 'promise’

All vowels occur before final y except i:

-kéy 'to cough' —kfdy ‘'trim (tree)’
-kéy 'groan in pain' -goy  ‘'buy’
-kdy 'shout at’ —koy 'pick (off tree)!

It should be noted that ew and ey are pronounced [a%] and [AY], respectively,
after the velar consomants k, g and gh, e.g. [kaw] "start', [ka¥] 'groan in
pain'.



All seven (short) vowels contrast before final m, n and n:

jim  'hack! -kfdm 'to heat’

J\

Jjem 'war, grave' -kom 'to touch®
-kem 'part friends forever' -gom "lock for!

-kdm  'squeeze!

-bfn  'to dance! -kfun 'to hit'
~ben 'rise' —-kon 'to slander!
~bén  reall! ~bon  'stab!

-kén  'scrape!
-cfn 'tremble' -tfdn ‘'be inclined:
-yen 'thigh! -kn  'chase'
awén  'root! -kon  'like!

~-kdn ! fry’

€m is pronounced [am) after velars, e.g. [kan] 'part friends forever', while
€0 is pronounced [an] after all consonants, e.g. [g¥An] 'root!



THE ToNE SYSTEM

1. Each syllable carries contrastive tone in Noni. Three level (re-
gister) tones characterize the language: H (high), M (mid) and L (low).
These three levels are represented by means of the three accent marks 4, 3
and 3, a2s seen in the following eéxamples:

bféd 'fish (pl.)' fwéw 'thorn'
bTe 'goats’ kwen 'firewood'
bi&é 'fish (sg.})' gwtw 'shoulder’

In our orthography we shall propose that M tone be left unmarked, unless
there is some explicit need to mark it (e.g., where there is a ML falling
tone on one vowel; see below), Thus, 'goats' will be written bie, and
'firewood' will be written kwen.

The language alsc makes use of a number of contour tones involving a
change from one of the three tone levels to another within the same syllable.
Of the six logical possibilities (LH, IM, MH, HL, MH, ML), only MH does not
exist in the language., The remaining five contour tones are all found on
monosyllables, as in the fellowing noun examples:

LH: twdé witch' bYén 'bile!
LM: wan ‘'child! bie 'goat!
HL: Jay ‘'mistake' (=only example)

HM: g8y ‘'grazing grass' g3s  'spear'
ML: e 'oath! megm  toil!

Except in certain class 5 nouns, the HM contour tone is rare in Noni, as is
the HL tone. LH, LM and ML all frequently occur on both nouns and verbs.
Finally, two nouns have been found with a complex rising-falling (LHL) tone:
mdn 'arrow', ndi 'heel!.

In all cases the domain of tone is the syllable. Thus, in syllables
beginning with a NC sequence, the nasal always carries the phonetic pitch
of the beginning point of the tone of its syllable, e.g.

[47 : mbdsé 'soups’
[N] : ndvu  'cloths' néom 'drums’
[N] : ncom  'drum' ndvi ‘'cloth!

The starting point of a contour tone generally seems to begin in the Cj con-
sonant, especially in the case of LM and LH, and especially when the Cj is w
or y, e.g. L tone [¥] in both y&w 'house' and y&w 'in the house'.

Where a contour tone is realized over twe vowels, we shall mark the be-
ginning point on the first vowel and the end point on the second, e.g. bién
'bile'. As seen in twd 'witch' and J8y 'mistake' above, & stands for a LH
rising tone and & for a HL falling tone, both realized on a single vowel.

As seen in other examples such as wan 'child', other contours require two



tone marks when there is only one vowel to receive them. Ideally our ortho-
graphy should have the following single contour marks: 's (LM), § (HM) and
a (ML).

2. There is no downdrift in Noni. Thus, a H-L-H or a M-L-M sequence
will be realized with both H (or M) tones onthe same phonetic pitch lev 1,
The following variations should however be noted:

(1) While H and L do not vary appreciably in their realization, M is
optionally lowered to 'M (a lowered mid tone) in two environments: (a) when
preceded by L and followed by H, and (b) when preceded by H and followed by
L. That is, both L-M-H and H-M-L are likely to be realized with the M tone
slightly lower than its normal level in other contexts (e.g. H-M).

(2) The LH rising tone is realized as a phenetic LM before a H or L
tone or before pause. It is realized as phonetic LH only before a M tone,
e.g. fowdy [ _ 1 'at the matket', fdwdy fome [ _ j~— — ] 'at my market’.
Similarly, the AL falling tone is frequently realized ML after L or after
pause, although this lowering of HL to ML seems to be optional, varying
within the speéch of the same speaker.

(3) The LM rising tone is always realized L'M (i,e. rising to a lowered
mid pitch level). Similarly, the ML falling tone is always realized as 'ML.
Thus, the ending point of LM and the beginning point of ML are slightly lower,
phonetically, than the M tone occurring in non-contour contexts, as summarized
below:

WRITTEN PRONOUNCED
yEw [yavw] 'in the house'
yeéw [yav] 'house'
Jéy [JavI-[3a¥]  'mistake’
8w [15%] 'oath!
ef. kwen [kWan] ' firewood!

(4) A L-H sequence is realized L-LH (phonetic L-1M except before M) when
the two syllables occur in close grammatical association, e.g. wdy ‘market',
but: fiwdy 'at the market' (from fd+wdy).

Aside from the above, mouns do not undergo tonal alternations in context,
but rather carry their same isolation tone when preceded or followed by other
tones. (There are, however, some tonal changes that take place when deriving
a plural from a singular; see Chapter 3). Verbs, on the other hand, underge
various tonal alternations in different parts of their paradigm, as noted in
chapters dealing with the various tense/aspects of the verb. It should be
noted that in these alternations, M is sometimes related to H, sometimes to L.



PART I1: THE NOUN PHRASE

Noun CLASSES

Noni, like neighboring related languages, possesses a full system of
noun classes, which condition agreement on modifiers and pronouns in vari-
ous parts of the grammar. In this chapter singular-plural formation is
outlined, followed by a treatment of pronouns and noun medifiers in subse-
quent chapters. The numbering used for these classes is, unless otherwise
indicated, to be interpreted as representing the noun classes carrying the
same numbers in Narrow Bantu. In the case of the plural class of class 11
[=Bantu class 19], and two of the locative classes, nc Bantu equivalent is
known. Emphasis here is on the present properties of the noun classes. A
separate study on the significance of these classes for Bantu studies is
available in Hombert (1980).

In the following sections each class will be given a number. A noun
class is either singular or plural in nature in most cases. A singular/
plural pairing is termed a gender.

1. CGender 1/2. Nouns in gender 1/2 have a § prefix in the singular,
and a bo- prefix in the plural. Roughly two thirds of the nouns in this
gender have an initial NCj sequence. The homorganic nasal is not interpreted
as a prefix, however, since it occurs in both the singular and the plural:

WITH NASAL: nfdn  'chief' bonfsh  'chiefs!
mbdn  'dwarf cow!' bdmbdn  'dwarf cows'
WITHOUT NASAL: c3n *thief!' bac3n "thieves'
bvule 'lion! b3bvule 'lions'

A considerable number of human nouns fall into this gender, although most 1/2
nouns are not humans. This gender also includes many borrowings, e.g. nama
'tobacco' (English), sdka 'news' (Mungaka). The tone of the bo- prefix is
generally predictable: it is normally L except in the case when the stem
begins with a H tone (as in 'thieves' ahove). Since very few nours begin
with a H tone in 1/2, M tone bo- will be rare. The plural form ‘chiefs!
above is an exception, Other exceptions include: ba%ilm 'people' (sg. wé),
bokend 'women' (sg. kwodn), bonfad 'slaves' (sg. nfwd). The singular/plural
forms twé/bocdw 'witch/es', in addition to their segmental irregularity in
deriving the plural from the singular, show the same tonal irregularity as
'thief/ves' above. It is interesting to note that ail tonally irregular
plurals of this type involve human nouns. A different kind of tonal irregu-
larityLis seen in the following examples (the only of their kind): wanga/
bhwanga 'rabbit/s', min/bdmin 'arrow/s'. Here we see that with the addition
of the plural prefix, the tones of the singular shift positien (to the right
in the case of 'rabbits', to the left in the case of 'arrows').



The following nouns irregularly undergo a modification of their Cj con-
sonant in deriving the plural from the singular:

. " f ~en 1 T
we person bofiiim 'people
wan "child!' boom "children'
twd "witch! bocfw  'witches'
kwodn 'woman' bokent 'women'
nfwa  'slave! bonfad 'slaves'

In all of these exceptional nouns, the singular involves a w (either as Cj
or following the Cj), which is not present in the plural (cf. PGB *U-/bd-).

In addition to the human nouns, gender 1/2 contains a second definable
group of nouns which are nominalizations derived from verbs. In all but two
cases (given below), nominalizations involve a NCj initial:

WITH NASAL: ntom 'message' pl. bdnfom (-tdm 'send')
ngdw 'grinding stone' pl. bdngdw (-gow 'grind'}
WITHOUT NASAL: cin  'thief! pl. bocdn (-cdn 'steal')
kdn  'swear word' pl. bdkén (~kan 'swear'}

——

{The noun 8w 'oath' may be derived from the verb -lew 'avoid, restrict’, al-
though the tones do not appear to line up.)

2. Gender 3/4. <Containing considerably fewer nouns than the large 1/2
gender, gender 3/4 mouns are characterized by a Cjw sequence in the singular,
with the w disappearing in the plural:

twén 'vine branch’ pl. tén
kwen 'firewood' pl. ken
gwed 'ceiling' pl. g&t

The three mouns above represent the three tone patterns found on monesyllabic
nouns in this gender. Only two bisyllabic 3/4 nouns have been found:

mbwesem 'green grasshopper' pl. mbesem
nawénsé ‘'earthworm' pl. ngénsé

Only one irregular noun has been found in 3/4:
wé 'field' pl. of
The number 'hundred! seems once to have been a 3/4 noun:
gwdé ‘'hundred! gde € 'two hundred'
3. Gender 3/13. A few class 3 nouns take their plural in class 13 (pre-

fix ji-) instead of class 4. Of the six nouns in this gender, four involve
irregularities in the plural:

REGULAR: dwet ‘'bridge' pl. jidwet
bwaw 'rat (sp.)' pl. Jibwaw
IRREGULAR: wdy  'market' pl. Jiwéci
ggdy tfire, gun' pl. Jjingéci 'guns'
koh  'mountain' - pl. jikomt

wvdn  'tail’ pl. Jiwdnte



4, Gender 5/6. Class 5 is marked by either # or an -& suffix. Plural
class 6 is marked by an e~ prefix. The following nouns represent the tonal
changes that occur in going from the singular to the plural in both bisyllabic
and monosyllabic nouns:

BISYLLABIC: I[dwe  'bean' pl. eldw
temé  raxe' pl. setem
mbend 'breast' pl. emben

MONOSYLLABIC: nlu 'knee' pl. end
|4 ' compound' pl. el=
led ! pumpkin pl. eléhy
die "name' pl. edie

In bisyllabic nouns, singular H-M, M-H and M-L correspond, respectively, to
plural M-H, M-M and M-ML. In menosyllabic nouns, singular HM, H and ML (of
which there is only one example) correspond, respectively, to plural M-H, M-M
and M-ML. A fourth monosyllabic tonal class, M, becomes M-M in the plural.

A number of segmental irregularities are noted in nouns of this gender.,
Three nouns exhibit a final p in the plural {reminiscent of certain verb forms
treated in Chapter 10):

gda 'spear' pl. egdn
gfj 'rice, guinea corn' pl. egip
lee T"pumpkin' pl. elen

In addition to the above, the following exceptional singular/plural alternations
have been noted:

t{i  'belly' pl.. etéw
dfw  'day' pl. ediow
te 'stone' pl. eta

bdé 'angle' pl. ebow
Jisé ‘'eye! pl. &jlse

As can be seen in some of the above examples, not all class 5 nouns end in a
final -~e. In some cases it appears that this suffix has assimilated to the
preceding vowel (e.g. gdo 'spear', from earlier *gdne}. In other cases there
may not have been a final -e. Note, finally, that the final vowel of nsoy !
'cooking stone' (pl. ensoy) is -} rather than -e because of a general process
in Noni whereby suffixal -e becomes [i] after y (cf. the progressive aspect
formation process invelving the change of -ye to -yi, rather than to -ye).

5. Gender 5/13. Some nouns whose singular is in class 5 take a-plural
in class 13, rather than in class 6.

ntddn 'leaf! pl.  jinféén
lem&  'work' pl. jilemd
biné tdance' pl. Jibiné

Unlike the class 13 in gender 3/13, the 13 of 5/13 does not introduce segmental
irregularities. One noun can occur in either 5/6 or 5/13:

lemé 'tongue! pl. clem /.]ilemé



i/

6. Gender 7/8. By far the largest gender, in terms of the number of
nouns belonging to it, is 7/8. Class 7 is characterized by the prefix ke-,
which can take M or L tone. Class 8 is characterized by a like tone prefix
bi- (sometimes realized be-):

kebow ‘'hole, Toom! pl. bibow
kéchw 'belt! pl. bicaw
kebdy 'palm tree' pl. bibdn

Approximately one third of the nouns in class 7 can be realized with the pre-
fix g- (identical to class &, but still taking class 7 agreement) instead of
ke-. It cannot be predicted which nouns allow this alternative realization
of their prefix, It seems, though, that many of the most commorn words fall
into this category:

Tear'
'tooth!'

ketd / etd
kege / ege'

*hand!'
"tree'

kebd / ebd
kete / ete

Only one noun has been found which must have e- as its prefix:
glemd / *kelemé  'blood’

The following unexpected segmental changes occur in singular/plural formation
in gender 7/8:

£ge "tooth' pl. bigew
efowf  'medicine’ pl. bifdd
ekelt  'bag' pl. bikeld
glemé  'blood’ pl. bitéém
ckale  "foot!' pl. bikaa
glemte "wound' pl. bilémté

It should be noted that many of the class 7 nouns which allow &- as their pre-
fix also end in what appears to be an older -c¢ suffix (e.g. 'medicine’, etc,
in the above examples).

7. Gender 9/10. Nouns in gender 9/10 are characterized by a lack of a
prefix (or suffix), but by tonal alternations in deriving the plural from the

singular. The tonal alternations encountered in this gender are illustrated
below:

jom 'antelope' pl. jom

bid 'fish (sg.)' pl. bfé

bYe 'goat' pl. bie

bwé 'dog’ pl. bwé

As seen above, almost all 9/10 nouns are monosyllabic, a few exceptions being
the following:

mbasé 'vegetable' pl. mbésé
mfumé  ‘'caterpillar’ pl. mfumén
cima  'locust' pl. cuma

When the singular has L tone, the plural can be with either ML or H tonme.
When the singular has LM tome, the plural has M tone, and when the singular
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has LH tone, the plural has H tone. The four monosyllabic nouns above re-

construct with an earlier prefix tone (L in the singular, H in the plural)

and an additional final stem tone, as follows: *'jom'/’Jém' 'antelope/s',

*bie’/"bie” 'fish', **ble’/’ble’ 'goat/s', *'bwéd”/ bwé’ 'dog/s' (<PGB V-/{-).
A little less than one third of the nouns in 9/10 begin with a NCj se-

quence, e.g. }

njéé 'sheep! pl. njed
nsdn ! friend! pl. nsén
ndvd 'cloth! pl. ndvu

Most animals are in the 9/10 gender, with the most common ones generally

occurring without a homorganic nasal (e.g. 'fish', '"hen', 'dog', 'snake',
'goat'). Nouns which begin with a nasal consonant do not show a N vs. NN
opposition, e.g. fiam 'animal', pl. Wam.

The nouns can (pl. can) and shém 'liver, fruit (earlier: heart)' (pl.
shem) clearly show that 9/10 was once characterized by an {- prefix. These
nouns appear in related languages with initial [k] and [t], respectively,
which have undergone palatalization in Noni (cf. the realization of the
number 'three' in Chapter 7).

8. CGender 11/12 (PGB 18/18). Nouns in gender 11/12 are characterized
by a fe- (scmetimes realized fi-) prefix in the singular, and a mun- prefix
(and sometimes an additiocnal -m suffix) in the plural:

f&mb} 'kolanut' pl. mimbim 'kola trees’
fysd "thing' pl. mweh
féncaw 'ring, wire' pl. munddw

The prefix tome can be either L or M. When 2 noun ending in M takes a -m suf-
fix in the plural, its M tones goes up to H:

fotene 'squirrel’ pl. munteném
f&AS-  'knife! pl. mufidm
fediii 'bird' pl. mufifim

11/12 contains many diminutivized nouns, which can come from any of the other
genders (except 14/15), as seen below:

fony / mufidm 'knife/ves!' < BS/ fo 'machet/s' 9/10
fete / muntém 'stick/s' <  kete / bete "tree/s' 7/8
féntdw / muntiw 'small village/s' < ntdw / bdntiw 'village/s' 1/2

What is interesting is that in deriving the diminutive, the same segmental
irregularities found in the plural of the basic class arise:

fekent / mukent  dim. of:  kwodn / bokent 'woman/women' 1/2
fewdci / muwdci dim. of: wdy / jiwdci "market/s' 3/13
fegda / mungdn dim. of: gdo / eddn 'spear/s' 5/6

9. Gender 14/15 (PCB 14/6a}. Nouns whose singular are in class 14 be-
gin with a bvu- prefix, which usually carries M tone. Relatively few class
14 nouns take a plural, although when possible, this plural is always in class
15 (prefix mon-; suffix -m, with the same tonal changes as in class 12):
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bvush{w 'face’ pl. monshim
bvudviu 'place' pl. mondvddm
bvukdw  'ladder’ pl. munkdm
bvulem tfufu' (no pl.)
bvutow  'honey' {no pl.)
bvulew 'intestines' (no pl.)

Included in class 14 (and also not taking a plural) are abstract and quality
nouns, most of which are derived from verbs, taking a bvu- prefix and an -¢
suffix:

bvudéft  'length’ < -—d8ff ‘'become long'
bvufdnt  'fatness’ < ~fan thecome fat!'

bvukfdft 'shortness’ < -kflfé t'become short'
bvujitt  *weight' < ~jTt€ 'become heavy'

The eight days of the week also beleng to this class, though with a H tone
on their prefix (note also the unexpected [Z]):

bvitfu  'day 1! bvlinkaddén ‘'day 5'
bviinkad . 'day 2' bvid%lidadh ‘'day &'
bvid¥{ ‘day 3! bvlsdw tday 7'
bvdkéma 'day 4' bvdmbdn ‘day 8'

Finally, it can be noted that class 14 is normally lacking from Grassfields
Bantu languages.

Single class gemders. In addition to the above singular/plural genders,
some nouns occur in a singular class without a corresponding plural, and some
occur in a plural class without a corresponding singular. The reason why a
corresponding plural or singular does not exist is usually semantic (e.g. it
doesn't make sense to speak of 'fatnesses'). Examples are given below:

class 1 : bdy  'brain’ séw tprofit
nk&n 'cornbeer! biign 'groundnut'
24 i3 (no ¢lass 2 noun exists without a class 1 singular)
3 gbtn !'tusk! fubfwé 'wind'
fwem 'chalk!' ngdy tfire' (13 = 'guns')
4=10 : Tw  'kidney' bdbd  'gall-bladder’
nJTh 'smoke' mbydy 'lying'
(none)
: gfom tfat' gmam  'twins'
7 o kémbéw 'cloud’ ketd 'ear'
kedéw "heard' keyf tarm'

(an alternate word for 'ear', k&ntontdn, has the regular
plural form bintontdn; the plural of 'Tarm' is irregular
and suppletive: nkenken, class 4=10).

8 : (none)

9 J&n  ‘rain’ gbtw 'shoulder’
b¥én ‘'bile'
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class 10 {see class 4)

11 (none)

12 mingay ‘'strength'

135 Jitd  ‘'ribs!

14 bviy¥w 'flatness' bviféé ‘'intelligence'
(quality nouns; see above)

15 megm  'oil! monkfunyd 'pus’
mbvih 'wine' mo ko nd 'eyebrows!
muth 'flour! monjam 'urine?
(mass-liquid nouns) monshéém  vsand!

Locative classes. In addition to the above 15 noun classes, Noni has
three locative noun classes, which are numbered 16, 17 and 18. Of these,
only 16 has a consistent prefix {fo-). All three classes Vary in meaning
from "in', 'at', 'to', etc., with locative class apparently being unpredict-
able. These three classes are best illustrated by means of a possessive phrase:

class 16 : fbjfsé fo wan 'the forehead of the child' (lit, at/on eye
class 17 : &b% jo wan 'in the hand of the child' .of child)
class 18 :  y&w dvu wan 'in the house of the child’

The markers fo, Jo and dvu are conditioned by the locative meaning of each
phrase, as seen from a comparison with the following:

class 5 : jisd ji wan ‘'the eye of the child'
class 7 1 ebd ke wan "the hand of the child'
class 9 :  yéw yi wdn  'the house of the child'

In the above examples it is seen that these locative classes are derived
from other noun classes, much as the class 11 diminutive derives from other
classes (e.g. kete 'tree' 7 becomes fete 'stick! = Ysmall tree" 11). But just
as some class 11 nouns do not have a basic non-diminutive correlate, some loca-
tives do not come from basic nouns, e.g,

class 16 : 57 'on the head' (cf. ekole 'head')

5141440 'at the summit' (e.g. of a mountain, tree)}
class 17 :  tmd "in the mouth' (cf. diow 'mouth')

Ekl 'under!'
class 18 : &'fn taround the waist'

Only three cases have been found of class 18: y&w 'in the house' (cf. yew
'house' 9/10), cGh 'in the hut' (cf. cdn 'hut! 9/10), cin 'around the waist'.
It should be noted that while class 16 corresponds to class 16 *pa- in Bantu,
no correlates exist for Noni classes 17 and 18 either in Bantu or in other
neighboring languages.

In deriving a locativized noun, two possible alternate strategies can be
used: (i) one can change the noun class to 16, 17 or 18, according to the
noun, in which case the fa, jo and dvu agreement markers appear; or (ii) one
can maintain (at least in many cases) the original noun class identity of the
non-locativized form and simply add a locative suffix (-18 after vowels, -&
after consonants), e.g.
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t5jh fo wan  fdjeh wan & ‘'at the child's grave'
While not every locativized form allows this second alternative, whenever &
locative is not converted to class 16, 17 or 18, the locative suffix is obli-

gatory, most frequently co-occurring with the prepositions & 'in' and yl 'on':

& owd 1& 'in the book’ & mutl wem & 'in my car'
yl véw & 'on the house' y{ yéw wani & 'on the child's house'

In some rare cases the locative suffix appears without a preposition, e.g.
—y — > '
woh wém 'my country' wh wém & 'in my country’

The prepositions & and y{ and the postpesition 1&/4 are not consldered to be

markers of noun classes, since they do not condition agreement markers of
their own.
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4

ProNOUNS

1. The independent {simplex) pronouns in Noni are as follows:

gingular plural
Ist person me bésén (excl)
beénd (incl)
2nd person wd ben
3rd person  LOG wen biwen
elass 1 wv i 2 b3
3 wvli 4 yf
5 jf 6 ¥
7 ké 8 bF
9 yi 10y
11 fé 12 m
13 jf
14 bvd 15 md
16 (+3)
17 (jd)
18 (dvd)

The above table presents both personal pronouns as well as the independent
-forms of pronouns for each noun class. A few comments are in order.

(a) Noni distinguishes between exclusive and inclusive 'we'. The form
bésén is used when the speaker wishes to exclude the hearer, while the form
bebné is used when the speaker wishes to include the hearer. As we shall see
below, there is an exceptionally complex set of compound pronouns which can
be used to identify the individual make-up of plural personal pronouns.

(b) Noni has both a singular and a plural logophoric (LOG) pronoun.
These forms (wen and bdwen, respectively) are used in reported speech, when-
EVET a pronoun in an indirect discourse refers back to the persen or persons
reporting the event. Examples are contrasted with the regular or non-logo-
pheric subject pronouns below:

sg.  wvl dod le wvl bl gin fdwdy 'he says that he [another].went to market'
wvll dod le wen bét gin fiwdy . 'he says that he [himself] went to market'

pl. bd dé& le bd bét gin thudy 'they say they [others] went to market'
b4 dd8 le bdwen béE gin fhwdy ‘'they say they [themselves] went to market'

In the first sentence of each set, the regular singular and plural independent
pronouns are used (wvl 'he' and b3 'they', respectively). The resulting mean-
ing conveyed is that the person(s) going to the market is not the same as the

speaker(s) reporting the event. In the second sentence of each set, the logo-
phoric pronouns are used (wen 'he/she [reporting person]' and bdwen 'they [re-
porting persons]'). The result is that the same person(s) reporting the event
personally went to the market. It is interesting to note that these promnouns
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are probably borrowed from Oku, Aghem or another Ring language, where [wén]
is the class 1 demonstrative' pronoun meaning 'this (one)' (cf. the treatment
of demonstratives and logophoric pronouns in Hyman 1979a). While Ring lan-
guages use this form for the non-logophoric meaning, Noni seems to have been
first sensitized to the legophoric distinction, and then borrowed the form
[wdn] with the opposite meaning.

(¢) The pronoun forms for classes 16, 17 and’ 18 (the locative classes)
. are given in parentheses to indicate that they are not used in subject posi-
tion. They are however used in many of the other contexts where the other
class pronouns are acceptable (e.g. as a verd complement [object]).

Except for the locative classes, then, the above forms are used as sub-
jects and objects, after prepositions, and after the verb 'to be', as illus-
trated with the pronoun me 'I/me' below:

subject: me ndd ngwd 'T have fallen'

object: wvll kflné me 'he is hitting me'

after prep:  bd ndd F ké € me 'they have given it [cl. 7] to me!
after 'be': & nl me tit's me'

In the form 'they have given it to me' we have a class 7 abject pronoun ké
as well as a prepositional object pronoun me 'me'.

The locative classes can also be used as objects with the meaning of
'to it', 'in it', etc. In addition, the class 18 pronoun dvil has the parti-
tive meaning 'of it' or 'with it' as seen in comparing the following two sen-
tences involving the verb 'to give':

b3 n3d H8 me b3 kéngdm 'they have given me plantains'
b3 ndd FE me dvi "they have given me it'
The first sentence literally means 'they have given me with plantains'. Since

dvd "replaces" b3 kingdm 'with plantains', it is best translated 'with it'.
This pronoun therefore is a prepositional object, i.e. standing for a prepo-
sition plus an inanimate object from a non-locative class. In the above ut-
terance it stands for bd + k&, which cannot occur with the verb 'to give'.
(The form b3-x& is acceptable as a complex pronoun meaning 'they including
it [el. 7]'; see below.) The partitive meaning of dvl is seen in a compari-
son of the following sentences:

b3 ndd d

ké 'they have eaten it!
bd ndd dié 4

. !
[R=]
Y4 dvi 'they have eaten some' ['of it']
Finally, note the meaning of dv in the following example:
b3 ndd fi8 wan dvl 'they have given to the child too’

In this case dvii means 'too' (in addition to giving to someone else). Under-
stood is that dvl stands for 'with it', and the 'it' refers to the giving of
something to someone else. It is thus not hard to see how the prepositional
and partitive senses have led to this nuance.

It is interesting to note that the class 1-15 proncuns given above can
be used only as independert pronouns. That is, they do not co-occur with the
nount to which they refer, As we shall see in Chapter 16, the only subject-verb
agreement found in Noni is the homorganic nasal prefixed to all verbs having
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me 'I' as their subject. The class pronouns are found with slight tomal mo-
difications to be used as relative clause markers: with LM tone if the rela-
tivized noun is the subject of the relative clause, or with L tone if it is
not (see Chapter 19).

2. In addition to the above simplex prenouns, Noni is rich in compound
pronouns. These pronouns consist of a first part, which indicates the pereon
(1st, 2nd, 3rd), and a second part, which indicates number and the possibility
of logophoric reference. The first parts are, respectively, bed~ (lst perscn),
bén-e~ (2nd person), and b3 (3rd person). In the case of bdn- and bdl, we
are dealing, of course, with the plural pronouns 'you pl.' and 'they'. The
possible second parts are the pronouns w> 'you sg.' and bén 'you pl.', which
can be added only to bed- (1st plural); wvl 'he/she' and bd 'they', which can
be added to all three first parts, and wen 'LOG sg.' and bdwen 'LOG pl', which
also can be added to all first parts. The pronoun beend 'we [incl]' is derived
from be&+b&n in an irregular fashion. In exactly one situation we are able
to find a pronoun with three parts: when there is a first, a second and a
third person involved, we derive forms such as bednibd 'we [including you
and he, she or them]'. The result is the following sixteen compound pronom-
inal forms:

dual plural
142 bewd 'you sg. § I! bebné  'you pl. § I/we'/'you sg.
§ we'’
1+3 : bedwvl 'he & I' bedbd "he/they § we'/'they § T!
2+3 - bénEwvl 'he § you sg.' bénd b3 "he/they § you pl.'/'they
§ you sg.' )
343 : b3wvl 'he § he! b4b3 'he/they & they!
14243 ¢ e besnthd 'he/they § you sg./pl. §
; I/we!
1+LOG : beéwen  'he § he LOG' be&bdwen 'he/they & they LOG'/'you pl.
& he LOG'
2+L0G : benewen 'yousg. §he LOG' bénebdwen  'you sg./pl. § they LOG'/'you
_ pl. & he LOG'
3+10G : biweén "he & he LOG' bdbdwen 'he/they & they LOG'/'they
& he LOG!
1+2+410G 1 ————— be&nd &tdwen ’he/they LOG § you sg./pl.
& I/we'

As can he seen, dual forms are distinguished from plural forms. By "dual™ is
meant that there are only two persons represented in the compound pronoun;
plural compound pronouns refer to more than two persons. Appropriately, there
are no dual forms for 1+2+3rd person or for 1+2+LOG, since a minimum of three
people is required. What is important in the above forms is that these com-
pounds do not reflect the composition of subgroups in the plural forms: they
merely indicate which persons are involved in the fotal group. Thus, for ex-
ample, beébd can refer to 'he and we', 'they and we' or 'they and I'. Any
combination of 1st and 3rd person pronouns yielding at least three partici-
pants is equally representable by this form., This is particularly striking
in the case of logophoric pronouns, as seen in the following two sentences:

b3 ¢é8 e bebbdwen bt gin fdwdy 'they say that they and I/we went
to market!'
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wvl dd8 le bedbdwen bdE gin fiwdy The says that he and we [or they and
I/we] went to market'

In the first example the subject of 'say' is plural and so is the compound
pronoun in the lower clause. The result is that the bdwen part of the com-
pound pronoun refers back tothe subject b4, as we would expect. In the se-
cond sentence, however, one of the possible interpretations is 'he says that
he and we went to market!, in which case the bdwen part is in plural form not
because the subject of the verb 'say' is plural, but because the subject wvl
the' combines to form a plural compound. Thus, we can say that each part
contributes its features (person, number, logophoric reference), but that the
resulting compound "jumbles" up the features and does not reflect the internal
composition of the two (or three) conjoined groups.

Pronoun compounding thus works as follows: {a) For person, if there is
a [1st person], use be&-. If not, but if there is a [2nd person], use bén-e-.
Finally, if there is neither a [lst person] nor a [2nd person], use b3, (b)
For number, if both parts are marked [+singular], use a singular pronoun wh,
wvl or wen (according to the identity of the participant whose person may mot
be represented in the first part of the compound--b3 is considered to be non-
logophoric). If either of the components is piural, or if there are three
singular components, use the plural pronouns in second position.

i Finaily, it sheuld be noted that non-personal pronouns can combine with
b3, e.g.

1 bd-wvl &  bd-eyd 11 b3-f&
2 pd-bd 7 bi-k& 12 b3-mi
3 bi-wvd 8  bd-bf 13 B3-j7
4 bd-yi 9 bd-yi 14 bd-bvil
5 ba-jf 10 bb-yT 15 bd-md

The meaning of these forms is 'they inmecluding it/them' or 'with it/them'.
Note that the class 6 pronoun is gyd except in subject position. Also, the
floating L tone which occurs between bd and the following pronoun is assigned
to the pronoun if it is H tone and beginning with a consonant other than w or
y. In the latter case, the L is deleted if the pronoun has L tome, or it is
assigned to bd if the pronoun has H tone. Note that the pronunciation b3-b3,
b5-ji, etc. is also possible, where the L is realized on both components.

It should be noted in all of the above discussion on legophorics that
the logophoric pronouns are used only in reported speech (and related con-
structions). There is otherwise no reflexive pronoun. Instead, either the
noun 'body' or 'head' is used:

wvll yend ye yé 1é ‘he sees himself' (lit. he sees his body)
b2 kee bikoo bibd4l€ 'they know themselves' (lit. their heads]

Occasionally a verb will allow the verb extension -en with a reciprocal or
reflexive meaning, e.g. b3 yendn & i3> 'they see each other/themselves' (see
Chapter 9).



18

5

PossEssSIVES

1. In Noni the possessor always follows the possessed noun, The fol-
lowing noun class concords are observed when the possessor is a noun:

elaas concord example gloss
1 (wl) ntdn (wl) wan 'the child's pot’
2 bo...ié bdntdn bo wan £ "the child's pots!
3 {wu) awddn (wu) wan tthe child's bamboo!
4 (yi) g33n (yi) wan *the child's bamboos'
5 il temd Ji wan ¢ tthe child's axe’
6 £ etem € wan 'the child's axes'
7 ke...l€ kebd ke wan £ "the child's hand'
8 bi,.. € bibd bl wan & "the child's lands'
9 (yD ble (yi) wan ‘the child's goat!'
10 (vi) bie (yi)} wen "the child's goats'
11 14 feko fe wan £ ‘the child's cup’
12 mu...1é munk3m mu wan € ‘the child's cups!
133 jieacld jinféén Ji wan &  'the child's leaves'
14 bvy...l¢ bvudviu bvu wan £ 'the child's place’
15 mo...1# mondvidm mo wan £ 'the child's places'
16 f2 f53f% fo wan -'on the child's head'
17 jo Emfl jo wan 'in the child's mouth’
18 dvu yéw dvu wan . 'in the child's house'

A number of observations can be made from the above examples:

(1) The possessive markers of classes 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10 (which have
either the shape [wu] or [yi]) are optionally deleted. Thus, one says either
ntdn wl wan or ntdn wan 'the child's pot'.

{2} Classes 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 all involve a second pos-
sessive marker |4, which directly follows the possessor noun. As seen in the
above examples, the | of this marker falls when the possessor noun ends in a
consonant. Thus, compare bdntdn bo wan € 'the child's pots' with bdntdn bo
wd 1€ 'the person's pots'. In this second example, we not only observe an |
in the second possessive marker, but note also that its tone has become LH,
in accordance with the tone rule discussed in Chapter 2.

(3) Concerning the locative classes 16, 17 and 18, it is often possible
to have an alternate possessive construction which, instead of the markers
fo, Jo and dvu, employs a suffix |8, e.g. fdjeh fo wan or fdjém wan & 'at
the child's grave'. As seen in the latter example, the | of & also falls
when it is directly preceded by a consonant. This second construction is the
only one possible when a locative does not transfer a noun into one of the
locative classes, e.g. & fetelé fe wan & 'in the child's heart'.

2. Possessive pronouns alsc follow the possessed noun in Noni. A com-
plete table is given on page 20. Besides distinguishing first, second and
third person, singular and plural, Noni differentiates between coreferential
'his/her' vs. non-coreferential 'his/her' (subscripted 1 and 2, respectively),
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but only in classes 2, 5, 7, §, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 (N.B. the same classes
that take |¢ when the possessor is a noun). This difference is illustrated
in the following two sentences:

WY
WY

n

5 dié bvulem bwdn 'he has eaten his [own] fufu'
n3d dié

bvuiem bwdw The has eaten his [s.o. else's] fufu!

= e
U Un

This distinction is not found in the third person plural pronoun, where the
s

corresponding sentence b ndd dié bvuiem bvubddi€ means "they have eaten
their [own or s.o. else's] fufu'.

Noni also has special reported speech {or logophoric) pronouns which are
used whenever the possessor is the person reporting some event. We therefore
can distinguish the following:

woll o8 e me nd> ndié bvulem bwéw ‘'he says I ate his [s.o. else's} fufu'
well dod le me ndd ndié bvuiem bvuwend 'he says I ate his [=own] fufu’

In the second example, the logophoric possessive pronoun clearly indicates that
the subject doing the reporting is also the possessor of the fufu.

The following observations can be made from the table on page 20:

(1) Tonal differences divide the noun classes into three groups (exclud-
ing the locative classes--see below): (a) classes 1 and 9, which generally
begin with L tone and do not involve any suffix; (b) classes 3, 4, 6 and 10,
which have H tone possessive stems and do not involve a suffix; and (c¢) classes
2, 5,7, 8,11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, which begin either M or H (depending on the
pronoun) and appear to involve a L tone suffix in several forms.

(2} In the 'your sg.' and ’his/herz' forms, classes 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12,
13, 14 and 15 show a -y suffix. It is, exactly these classes which exhibit the
“I€ after noun possessors; it is also these classes only which allow the dis-
tinction between 'his/hery' and "his/hery'.

{3) The logophoric pronouns and the pronoun 'their' all seem to be nouns,
since they involve the 1€ postposition (written here as part of the possessive
pronoun). Thus, class 2: bowend 'LOG sg.', bob33l€ 'their', bobdwend 'LOG pl.!,

(4) The forms observed in locative classes 16, 17 and 18 invelve the ap-
propriate class concord followed by the independent pronouns, e.g. fom&, jo
béskn, dvu bd etc, In this respect they are preposition-1like.

(5) Interesting variations are found in the 'our' and 'your pl.' forms.
First note that the final n of 'our' is opticnal, e.g. boam bdsdsen or boom
bdsésé 'our children'. The meaning of this possessive pronoun is necessarily
exclugive (i.e, excluding the hearer). If one wishes to indicate that the
children belong to us (meaning, the speaker and the hearer), one uses the ex-
clusive pronoun followed by the inclusive independent pronoun, i.e. boom
bdsésé beénd (which can also be simplified to boom bbsdd be&éng). The root
for 'our' appears to be -esen for classes 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10, and -sesen for
the remaining classes. Similarly, the root for 'your pl.' appears to be -ene
for classes 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10 and -nen for remaining classes, Note that in
this case class 6 does not function with 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10. Also, 'your pl.'
in classes 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10 appears to have a -e suffix. 1In the other cases
it was classes other than these which had a suffix (e.g. -w) or postposition
(1£). 1In classes 2, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, there has been a redup-
lication of the root consonant.
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Because of all of the differences noted between classes 1, 3, 4, 6, 9
and 10 vs. classes 2, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, we shall refer toc the
former group as glide classes, and the latter as CV classes. In devising
this terminology we take note of the w- and y- concord of the former classes,
but the CV- concord of the latter {e.g. bo-, Ji-, bvu- etc.).

The nouns cee 'father' (sg. § pl.) and bwee/bdbwee 'mother/s' have the
following irregular possessives:

i ctm 'my father'

1cd 'your sg. father!

[ cd 'his/her father'

i cee wésén ‘'our father' bd { cee bdsésén ‘'our fathers!'

i cén fyour pl. father' bb { cee bdnén 'yvour pl. fathers'
i cee bd "their father!' bd | cee bd ‘their fathers!
bweih 'my mother!

bwo' tyour sg. mother'

bwe 'his/her mothexr'

bwee wesén  'our mother' bhbwee bdsésén 'our mothers!'

bwee wond 'your pl. mother' bdbwee bdnén ‘your pl. mothers'
bwee bd "their mother! bbbwee bd 'their mothers’

Notice that while these exceptional nouns appear to take class 1 concords in
the singular and class 2 concords in the plural, the forms for "their fathers'
and 'their mothers' is with b3 rather than with bobddl4.

Finally, the only way to have a complex possessor pronoun is to first
use one of the plural possessive pronouns, followed by a complex independent
pronoun €.g.

b3nwh bdsfsdn bedwvll 'his and my books' (lit. our books, he and I)
55nwh bdnén bdfEWvL  'his and your books' (lit. your pl. books,
you and he)
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6

DETERMINERS

1. Among its determiners Noni distinguishes three demonstrative pro-
nouns: 'this/these' (near hearer), 'that/those’ (near speaker), and 'that/
those' (far from speaker and hearer). The forms encountered with the dif-
ferent noun classes are seen in the following table:

elass 'this! (n.s.)  'that' (m.h.)  'that' (far)

1 wVln WE we
7 ban ba bdba
3 wvun We we'
4 yin YE ye
5 Jin die JijT
6 gyan eya tya
7t kin ‘ kie KYKT
8 bin bie bigT
9 yin yE ye
10 yin ye e
11 fin fie FIfT
12 mvun mwe mim
13 Jin die Jar
14 bvun bwe bvlibvy
15 man ma mama
16 fen & fife'
17 jan ERE f&fe'
18 dvun Ke~ fafe

Although it is difficult to establish a single underlying form for each of
the three demonstrative roots, the following can be said:

(1) The demonstrative 'this/these' can be represented as /~n/. The vowel
that appears before the final -n is, except for class 16, the historical vowel
of the class marker and the one found in related languages. Thus, classes 2,
6 and 15 (=PGB 6a) are characterized by an &, although in most other agreement
markers the vowel of these markers is realized as o. Class 17 apparently -also
had an *a historically. Note alsoc that classes 7 and 11 (=PGB 19) now show
the vowel i. In other constructions these classes show variation between |
and e. The concord markers are L for classes 1 and 9, M for the remaining
classes,

(2) The demonstrative 'that/those' (n.s.) probably reconstructs with the
vowel *-a. Except for classes 2, 6 and 15, where the concord marker also had
the vowel *-a, the 'near speaker' demonstratives are realized with the vowel
£ today. There is no tonal difference between classes 1 and 9 and the other
classes.,

(3) The demonstrative 'that/those' (far) involves a veduplication pro-
cess in the classes 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and the locatives. The
tone is ML on the main syllable and L on the preceding reduplicated syllable
if present (including the &- of class 6). Again, classes 2, 6 and 15 show
a final a, while classes 7 and 11 use | instead of e. Classes 1, 3, 4, 9
and 10 appear to have a ~e. Reduplicated forms lack a suffix, while class 6
has the prefix &- and also no suffix.
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In the 'near hearer' column, the variant y593 is frequently heard as an
alternative to &£ya in class 6. The only other alternatives to the above forms
involve locative demonstratives. First, the form k& can be substituted for
f&F8 in classes 17 and 18 ('far' column). Since the three locative adverbs
are fen 'here', fe 'there' (n.h.)} and fef& 'there' {('far'), it is not clear
where the forms K&, KE and 2KE come from. Note finmally, in this regard, that
the demonstratives given above can acquire a locative sense by prefixing a H
tone class marker to them identical in segmental shape to the independent
class pronouns, as seen below:

alags there 1t is/here 'there 1t 18/there "there it i8/there
they are! they are' (n.h.) they ave' {far)
1 wlwvlin wlwe™ wlwe
2 b3ban b3ba bSba’
3 wiwvian wiwe wiiwe
4 yIyin yIyE yiye'
5 il e 3T
6 ydyan Sya y3ya
7 kékTh Kék‘:E kéikT"
8 bibin bfbie pfbeT
9 ylyin ylyE ylye
10 yly¥n yive yiye
11 +&f1n fétie FEFT
12 mémin mimwe mdmu
13 AL e jnT
14 bvibvin bv(ibwe by bvd
15 mdman m3ma m3ma"
16 T4fEn 38 fife
17 J3JEn JoKe i3xe
.18 dvidvlin dvilke dvike

In the first column the 'near speaker' demomstratives acquire LH tone in clas-
ses 1 and 9 and LM tone in the remaining classes. These compare with LM and
M tone, respectively, in the simple demonstratives. The tones of the 'near
hearer' demonstrative become LM for all classes, as opposed to the M tone they
carry in all but the locative classes of the simple demonstratives. There is
no tone change on the demonstratives in the 'far' column.

Both sets of demonstratives given above can be used either alone or after
a noun, e.g. wvin 'this one', win wvln 'this child'.

2. 'There is mo definite article in Noni per se. There are, however,
different means available to specify that a referent has already been men-
tioned or talked about. First, the 'near hearer' forms in the first table
can be used in this capacity. Thus, kete kit can either mean 'that tree
near you' or 'the tree we have been talking about'. This use of the 'n.h.'!
demonstratives with a referential sense is common in the languages of this
area. It appears to be the case that the longer demonstrative forms can
only have the 'near hearer' meaning.

Another means of acquiring a definite reading is to use the form ~dvd
'the one being talked about', e.g. fefi{1 fédvd 'the bird being talked about'.
This form takes the same H tonme class prefixes as the long demonstrative forms,
i.e. whdvl, bddvd, wldvd etc. It is not clear what, if any, difference there
is in using this form as opposed to the referential u.e of the 'near hearer'
demonstratives.
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There is no indefinite article in Noni. However, there are the follow-
ing forms which are sometimes used for the purpose of non-definite reference:

class 'any, some, certain’ tanother, a certain'
1 mb wviml
2 bomii bamé
3 mii wvumi
4 mf yimj
5 Jimd Jimd
6 yom(} yomé
7 kem{ kemé
8 bimi bimé
9 mi yimi
10 mft yim?
11 femi) femd
12 mumi mumé
13 Jimdl Jimé
14 byvumil bvumé
15 . momli moma

In the first column classes 1, 3, 4, 9 and 10 lack a prefix, but appear to
have, at least in classes 4, 9 and 10, an -i suffix. (Classes 3, 4 and 10
may also have a H tone prefix which would account for the HL falling tone.)
In the second column, a class prefix is used in all classes. While there

is some overlap (and possible confusion) between the two sets of forms, they
may be differentiated as indicated.

3. The forms for the interrogative determiner -}4 'which' are as follows:

1 wild 6 y31d 11 414
2 pdlé 7 KéI4 12 mbld
3 wiré 8 bfld 13 jf14
4 yfid 9 yfl4 14 pvlil4
s jhiéd 10 yiI4 15 nmdl4

As in the case of the other determiners, these forms are used either after a
noun (e.g. mbdn wild "which bushcow?') or alone {e.g. wihld 'which one?').



26
7

O0tHER MODIFIERS

1. Adjectives. There are very few true adjectives in Noni., As we
shall see, most adjectives are derived from verbs. A very few are not,
such as the adjective fe¢ 'new' which is presented first after the verb 'to
be' in the following examples:

1 nwd win nd fug tthis book is new'

2 bdnwd ban ni bofe 'these books are new'
3 wé wvun nd fwe 'this field is new'

4 nf yin nd fie 'these fields are new'
5 temé Jin nd jife 'this axe is new'

6 etem eyan nd yofe "these axes are new'

7 kbés¥w kin nd kefe 'this bracelet is new'
8 bisiw bin nd bife 'these bracelets are new'
9 ncdm yh nd fie 'this drum is new'

10 necom yin nd fie 'these drums are new’
11 f&R¥ fin né fefe 'this knife is new!

12 mbFdm mun nd mumfém 'these knives are new'
13 Jjingdel Jin nd jife tthese guns are new'
14  bvudvdu bvun nd bvufe  'this place is new’

15 mondvidm man nd momfém 'these places are new'

It is noted in the above forms that the adjective stem carries a M tone, and

that there is an obligatory class prefix: a M tome cv prefix for classes 2,

5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15; or a modification on the initial consonant
in the remaining classes (with an additional initial L tone in classes 1 and

9). Historically, these irregular forms were: *u-fg (class 1), *u-fc (class
3), *i-fe (classes 4 and 10) and *Y-fe (class 9).

The same forms seen above can be used attributively directly after the
modified noun. Alternatively, an additional class marker occurs which creates
a relative copular construction:

1 pwd wvl fwE 'a book which is new'

2 bdnwad b3 bofe 'books which are new'
3w wvd fwe '3 field which is new'

4 of yl fic 'fields which are new'

5  temd Jf jife tan axe which is new'

6 ctem yiofe taxes which are new'

7 késd3w ké kefe 'a bracelet which is new'
8 bis#w bf bife thracelets which are new'
9 ncom yi fie 'a drum which is new'

10 ncom yi fie *drums which are new'

11 f&hy & fefe 'a knife which is new'

12 mbidm md mumfe tknives which are new'

13 jingdci jf jife rguns which are new'

14  bvudvdu bvd bvufe 'a place which is new'

15 mondvddm md mofe  'places which are new’

As seen in class 6, the expected form gtem y3 yofe "axes which are new' must



ar

undergo contraction to become etem yfofe, Optional contractions are also
possible in the following classes:

2 bdowd bdofe 8  bis¥w bfife 13 Jjingidci jiife
5  temd jlife 11 fofy féefe 14 bvudviu bviufe
7 kbsdw kdefe 12 muB3m miumfe 15  mondvddm mdofe

Although the modifier 'new' seems to be unto a class of its own, which
we might label "adjectives", the class is extremely limited. As seen above,
the class markers carry M tone. Such is not the case with another "adjective",
meaning 'great', which appears reduplicated when modifying a plural noun, but
which takes H tone class markers:

mbdn wvibdy 'a great bushcow' (cl. 1)
bdmbdn bibdy(bAdy) 'great bushcows' (cl. 2)

A non-reduplicated form can appear with a plural noun, but this indicates that
the plural referents are to be taken as a single group, e.g. 'a great group of
bushcows', '

The modifier wad 'small' (pl, boom) is derived from the noun wan 'child!
and therefore precedes the noun in an associative construction, e.g. wad chn
'small monkey' (pl. boom bo can €). Similarly, the noun-like form ngay 'old!
combines with w& 'person' to form the compound nghy wé 'old person' (pl. ngay
bofiil). As seen in the following forms,

kwodn wll Qﬁé} We 'old woman' (1it. woman whe is an old person)
bokent b3 ngay bofiil  'old women'

. this form does not combine directly with other nouns.
The bulk of adjective and adjective-like notions are expressed by verbs

in Neni. Imn the following sentences,

me ndefé 1>  'I am tall!
me njité 1> "I am heavy’'

the progressive verb forms keé-d&f& 'to be tall' and keé-jitd 'to be heavy'
are used to express what would be predicate adjectives in English. The same
verb forms appear in a relative construction to express what would be attri-
butive adjectives in English:

wan wvll d&f& 'a tall child' ({lit. a child who talls)
nk&m wvll j1t& ‘a heavy load' (lit, a load which heavies)

Similarly, consider the following expression of color terms by verbs:

fembi f& yzeld 'a red kolanut' (<-y&¢ "become red')
famb} & bd4 'a white kolanut!' (<-b4 ‘'become white')
fémbl & yiild 'a black kolanut'  (<-y{{ 'become black')

Because these are verb forms, when these modify a plural noun, they often take
special suffixes, e.g.

win wvd  fan ta fat chiild' (¢<-fan 'become fat')
boom bY  fankin !fat children' (<-fankin (pl.))
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2. Mumerales. The following are the numerals 'one' through tten', as
they appear in isolationm:

mah 'l° soocan 6!
&€ 120 sooshwi '7'
tee '37 Aan 18!
ne. 4! bviike 19!
tin '5' yoofs =~ 110!

The numbers '11' through '19' are obtained by placing ncdw before the numerals
'1* through '9':

nchw mwan  '1l! ncdw soochn 16!
nchw €€ 12! nedw sooshwi  '17!
nchw te ty13e ncdw Ran 1181
nedw ne 141 nchw bvlilike 1197
ncow tTh  '15°

The 'tens' are formed by placing mbaan before the numerals 12" through '8":

mbaanf{é  '20 mbaansoocan ~ '60!
mbaanshe '3 mbaansooshwl '70°
mbaanfig* r40" mbaanfilin 1801
mbaanshen 1501 mbaanbvilike  '90'
(The modifications that are observed on the numerals '1', '2', '3', '4" and

*5' will be explained below.) In order to add numerals to these 'tens', the
same word nchw is used: mbaanf{€ ncdw &£ 122" etc.

In addition, the larger numbers gwéé '100' (pl. géé) and ntflke '1000°
round out the system., The follow exemplifies the system with the number '1978'
(the year T had hoped this grammar would be finished):

ntfhke gdé bvilkes b3 mban sooshwl nchw Rdg 11978

1000 100 3 with 70 & 8

As seen in this form, there is some phonetic variation in pronouncing '70".

These numerals all appear after the noun they modify. However, there
is noun class agreement on the numerals 'l' through '7'. First, numeral '1':

1 mwin 9 mian

3 mwan 11 femwah
5 jimah 14  bvumwah
7 kemwah 15  momah

As can be seen, 'l' is realized with L tone in classes 1 and &, ML tone in
the remaining singular classes (and the mass class 15). There is some vaTi-
ation among speakers, apparently, although the above seems to be fairly gen-
eral: the initial consonant will be m- if the prefix is of the shape Ci- or
Co-; '1" will be realized mi%n in class 9; in all other cases, its form is
-mwan. (including classes 1 and 3). We have already remarked on the Cw and
€1 4initial of the adjective fe 'new'. The same explanation holds here and
in several of the other numeral forms. Thus, mwan reconstructs as u-mafn and
mlan reconstructs as i-man. Apparently the mw- form has spread to other
elasses unless blocked by the nature of the class prefix.
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The forms for the numerals '2' through '7' are seen in the following
table:

ftwo ! "three' ' four' 'five’ 'six! fseven'
2 bofée botetd bonew botTh bosodcdn  bosooshw!
4 e~ 1¢ te ~ she ng ~ fg' tTh~sheh sodcan sooshwi
6 etd4 eta : ena etTh esodchn £5005hwi
8 bifée bitetd binEw bitTh bisodcidn  bisooshw!
10 fié she He sheh sodcin soashw]
12 muféém muntentém mungm muntTh musodcdn  musaoshw]
13 Jifée Jitetd JinEw JitTh Jisodchn  Jissoshwl
15 motE4m montentdm  mongh montTh mossdcdn  mosooshw!

Let us consider the above forms by numeral:

(1) The numeral '2' has a root -f#¢ which can undergo both segmental
and tonal modifications. In class 10 (and optionally in class 4) it becomes
f1€, and in class 6 it becomes fd4. It acquires a final -m in classes 12
and 15 and apparently a tonal suffix in classes 2, 8§ and 13, where its H
tone becomes HM. The numeral '2' can optionally be followed by the additional
syllable -ten. In this case, everything stays the same, except that classes
2, 8 and 13 show H instead of HM tone:

2 bofééten 10 fléten

4 fééten 12 mutéémten
6 efddten 13 jifééten
8 bitééten 15 moféémten

Unless this additional syllabie is related to the numeral '5', it is not clear
what its origin is.

(2) The numeral '3' has a root -tg (perhaps pronounced long when enumer-
ating). It undergoes palatalization to become she in class 10 (and optionally
in class 4), and acquires an additional suffix with one of two shapes: -t&
in classes 2, 8 and 13 vs. -ntém in classes 12 and 15. It is pronounced eta
in class 6, with the final -z seen in demonstratives as well.

{3) The numeral '4' has a root -ng which acquires a final -w in classes
2, 8 and 13 and a -m in classes 12 and 15. The initial consonant is palatal-
ized to M in class 10, and optionally in class 4. The final vowel becomes &
in class 6.

(4) The numeral 'S' has a root -tTh, which palatalizes to sheh in class
10 and optionally in class 4. As seen, the vowel quality also changes.

{5) The numeral '6' is probably a compound historically, It involves
the extremely rare MH tonal contour and is characterized only by a M tone
class prefix in classes 2, 6, 8, 11, 13 and 15. The same remarks cover the
historical compound involved in the numeral '7'. -shw} varies with ~ful.

Numerals higher than '7' remain invariant when modifying nouns of dif-
ferent classes.

It is not easy to construct ordinal numbers in Noni. The following
expressions are used to express the notions 'first', 'second' and 'last':

nwd wvll fwé  "the first book' (lit. book of ahead)
nwa wvl by "the second book' (lit. book that follows)
nwd wvll j&m  'the last book' (lit, book of behind/back)
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Among the quantifiers used in Noni are the invariant forms nt&en 'many’
and bdy 'much' (='great'), e.g.

bdmbdn ntédn 'many bushcows' Jemé bdy ‘'much work'
ken ntéén "many firewoods' megm bdy T'much oil!

The quantifier 'whole/all' has the following forms:

1 tflu tfuld

2 bocl i bocilé

3 tfuu tfuld

4 eli cilé

5 jicii Jjicilé

6 ecti ecile

7 kecii kecileé

8 bicii bicild

9 cli cild

10 cii cild

11 fecii fecilé
12 munciim munci | ém
13 jieil Jicll®
14 bvucl i bvuciid
15 mocii monci|ém

When used with a singular class, these forms mean 'whole', e.g. mbdn tful&

'a whole bushcow'. When used with a plural class, these forms mean tall', e.g.
bdmb3y bocil 'all the bushcows'. It is not clear what the difference between
the two sets of forms is. Fr. Kofon has suggested that the forms ending in

- |& emphasize the wholeness, i.e.'in its entirety'.

Finally, the interrogative quantifier 'how many' has the forms below:

2 bdmbdn bomfe  'how many bushcows?!
4 ken mge thow many firewoods?'
6 etem emda 'how many axes?'

8 bite bimée thow many trees?'

10 biéd mée 'how many £ish?'

12 mufifm muméem  *how many birds?!

13 jiduet Jim€e  'how many bridges?'
15 megm moméem Thow many oils?'

As seen, the only modifications on the root mée occur in class 6, where the
vowel is aa, and in classes 12 and 15, where a final -m is added,
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Worp ORDER AND SUMMARY

1. With almost no exception, all modifiers fellow the noun in Noni:

possessive: bdnwa be 'my books!'
demonstrative:  bdnwd ban 'these books'
adfeative: binwa bofe ‘new books'
nmeral : bdnwd botetd  'three books!

When more than one of the above four types of modifiers co-occur after a
noun, the general word order is as follows:

NOUN + POSS + DEM + { ADJ / NUM§
That is, the possessor is expected to occur first after the noun, followed

by any demonstrative and then, in either order, an adjective (such as 'mew')
and a numeral. These possibilities are illustrated below:

POSS + DEM :  bdnwd bsh ban 'these my books'
POSS + ADJ :  bdnwd beh bofe my new books'
POSS + NUM :  bdnwd beh boteté 'my three books'
DEM + ADJ :  bdnwad ban hofe 'these new books'
DEM + NUM  :  b3nwd ban boteté  'these three books'
ADJ + NUM  :  bdnwd bofe botetd 'three new books'
NUM + ADJ  :  bdnwa botetd bofe I 4 £
POSS + DEM + ADJ :  bdngwa beh ban bofe 'these my new books'
POSS + DEM+ NUM :  bdnwd beh ban boteté  'these my three books'
POSS + ADJ+ NUM :  bdnwd beh bofe boteté 'my three new books'
POSS+NUM+ ADJ :  bdnwd beh botetd bofe v ¢ " "
DEM+ ADJ + NUM  :  bdnwd ban bofe boteté ‘'these three new books'
DEM + NUM + ADJ :  bdnwd ban botete bofe " " u il
POSS + DEM+ ADJ + NUM :  bdnwd béh ban bofe boteté 'these my three new books!'
POSS + DEM + NUM + ADJ :  bdnwd beh ban botetd bofe i it " il

Orders other than the ones shown above are either unacceptable, not quite Tight,
or have a different meaning, e.g. bdnwd botet® ban can mean 'these Book III's!,
but not 'these three books'.

Both the adjective 'new' and numerals such as 'three' can be extended
through an additional H tone class prefix:

binwd bibafe ~ bdnwd blofe 'the new books'
bdnwa biboteté ~ bdnwd bdstetd 'the three books!

The above forms have been translated with a definite article, which is the
likely interpretation of extended adjectives and numerals., However, as seen
in the following forms, the additional H tone class prefix appears to have
an interpretation as a reduced relative clause:

bdnwd bdboteté bdbsfe 'the three books which are new'
binwd bdbofe b3botetd 'the new books which are three’
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The second example might alsc be translated 'the new books of which there are
three!'. As seen in the following pair of sentences,

bdnwd bdbofe botete !'three new books'
bdnwa botetd bdbofe ‘'ihree new books!

a combination of this extension with word order works to provide different em-
phases: when the adjective is extended and the numeral unextended, emphasis
is on the modifier which directly follows the noun (just as the focus position
in a sentence falls directly after the verb; see Chapter 22). However, a
slightly different result is observed when the numeral is extended and the
adjective unextended:

bdnwd bibotetd bafe 'the three mew books' (taken together)
binwd bofe bdbotetd: 'three of the new books' :

The second example might be interpreted as 'mew books, of them three'.

The interaction of word order and such extended forms is quite complex
and deserves further study. In some cases the presence of the additional H
tone class prefix makes an otherwise unacceptable sequence grammatical, e.g.

bynwh behm bdbofe ban !these my new books'
*hdnwd beh bofe ban

While such extended forms may be regarded as reduced relative clauses, full
relative clauses do occur with the verb nd 'be', e.g.

bdgwd boo nl bofe 'books which are new'

The difference between this phrase and bdnwd bdbofe is slight, if any.

The remaining modifiers such as ntdén 'many', bomé 'other' (class 2)
and bocil 'all' (class 2) oceur in the ADJ/NUM slots, e.g.

b3nwd bofe nté&n 'many new books'
bdnwa ntdén bofe LA "

The interrogative -mée 'how many' appears to fall in this same slot:

bbowh bofe bomfe 'how many new books?!
bdnwa bomée bofe noomooon "

In certain cases the extended forms are preferred when combined with these
‘modifiers, e.g. bdnwd b3hate bomfe. Because the extended adjective, numeral
and other modifiers alter the word order properties of the noun phrase, the
above statements should be taken as rough generalizations only.

2. In the preceding chapters we have seen that almost all noun modifiers
take noun class agreements, but that these agreementscan vary considerably
according to whether the modifier is a possessive pronoun, demonstrative, etc.
Even within the same category there is considerable variation, e.g. a tenal
distinction between classes 1 and 9 and the remaining classes in the 'm.s.'
demonstrative, but not in-the forms for the 'n.h,' and 'far' demonstratives.

A table is given on the following page which is designed to summarize the dif-
ferent kind of class concords found on the various modifiers.



Cl. N. pref.
1 wW(N)-
2 bo-

3 W_

4 9

5 §- -e
6 e-

7 kele-
8 bi-

9 “(N)-

10 “(N)-

11 fe-

12 mun- -m
13 Ji-

14 bvu-

15 m(on)- -m
16 - £3-

17 (&-)

18 @

R A v

— Tn D e —e D

=

£
ke- =1¢
bi- -1€
(yi-)
(yi-)
fe- ~i¢

Cmu- ~1#

i =ié

bvu- -1¢

mo— - 1€
fo-
Jor

dvu-

thia!
1
W
rd
b'~ -

»
w -

Vi
dy -~ ~w
£~
k'~ -
by - -
y‘_
y,_
Fyle W
mw - -
dy ‘= -

bv’ - -V

lm’~ -W

fo-
Jo-

dvu-

"thig!

wvli-
ba-
WV~
yi-
Ji-
gya-
ki=
bi-
yl-
yi=
fi-
myvu-
Jils
bvu-
ma-
fg-
Ja-

dvu-

tanother'’

bvu-

'new!

bi~-
‘v

fe-
mum- —f

Ji-

bvu-

mom— —ﬁ
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JI .r/r4r
“wo
bo- -w
W
(r-)
Ji- -%
e— ~-a
kev-
bi- -¥
‘Y-

¥
fek-
mu- -
Ji=- ~w
bvuW-
mo- —Mm

In the above table the symbol ¥ stands for labialization of the initial con-
sonant of the noun, while the symbol Y marks the palatalization of the initial

consonant.
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PART III: VERB STRUCTURE

9

VERB FoRrMS

1. Like other Bantu and Banteid languages, the verb in Noni consists” of
a verb radical and one, or sometimes more suffixes. The verb radical (R) is
almost always monosyllabic and can have any of the following syllable structures:

Vo bi 'follow' t4 'come'

CvV : cii ‘'drag' k33  ‘'catch!

CvC : kfun 'hit? tén  'refuse’

CGV : gwe 'fall! kwé  'die’

CGVV: kwaa 'grate'

CeVC: kwaw 'think' kwén 'be sufficient'

As also seen, there is a tonal contrast in verb radicals. Verb forms will be

cited with the tones they carry after the infinitive prefix k&é-. Thus, mono-
syliabic verb radicals are seen to take either a M or a H tone in the infini-

tive comstruction, e.g. kéd-bl 'to follow', k&é-t3 'to come’, etc.

Verb suffixes can be one of two types: (a) lexieal or (b) derived. Lexi-
cal verb suffixes are those which occur on a verb form but do not constitute
a separate, meaningful part. Examples are ¢Ok-¥ 'bathe', fum-¥% 'bake in ashes'
and tfd-sé 'give back', While the -& suffix in the first two examples does
not have a meaning of its own, and while the -se suffix in 'give back' does
not appear to be related to the causative suffix of the same shape, these end-
ings still function as suffixes (e.g. in progressive aspect formation; soe
Chapter 10). Perhaps they once did have a consistent meaning, e.g. fum 'bury’
may be the same morpheme historically as the first syllable of fUm-£ 'hake in
ashes'. Similarly, cow 'soak, dip' may be related to cok-£ 'bathe' etc.

Derived suffixes can be added with a change of meaning. Thus, the suf-
fix -ce adds the meaning 'here and there' or piural action: 1o tseize' vs.
{SLc¥ 'seize from several people'; gaw 'divide' vs. gaw-cf 'divide in several
places'. Other derivational suffixes are given in the remaining sections of
this chapter. In the following chapter we shall examine in detail the progres-
sive aspect suffix which changes the aspect of a verb, e.g. k33 'catch' vs.
koo- 18 'be catching'.

We shall see that a verb form may have more than one suffix, although
this is not common. Where this most frequently arises is in the derivation
of the progressive aspect (Chapter 10}. We shall adopt the following termin-
ology: the initial syllable of the verb will be termed the radical (R}. The
radical plus any unanalyzable second syllable will be termed a base. The base
followed by any additional suffix(es) is simply referred to as the verb form.
in studies of Bantu languages verb suffixes are sometimes referred to as '"ex-
tensions". We shall occasionally use this term to refer to non-lexical verb
suffixes. The different verb extensions that have been discovered in Noni
are presented and exemplified in the following paragraphs. It is important
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to note that while numerous examples have been found of verbs taking each of
the suffixes to be discussed, one cannot predict with certainty which verbs
will take which suffixes. Thus, each radical will have to be marked in the
lexicon for the suffixes it accepts.

2. Aspectual extensions. The first group of verb suffixes has five
members, all of which are aspectual in nature (cf. the progressive suffix
in the next chapter). These are as follows:

-ce tattenuative' ~ten ‘'bifurcative!'
-ye  'distributive' ~FED 'frequentative'
-ken 'iterative!

In all but the frequentative, the suffix has the shape -CV or -CVn. As will
be seen, the frequentative is formed by a reduplication process. The redup-
licated syllable is, however, considered a suffix.

2.1. Attenuative -ce. Radicals which take the -ce suffix divide into
two classes semantically. The first class shows that -ce changes the mean-
ing of the verb in such a way that the extent of the action is weakened or
attenuated. Examples are as follows:

kém  'squeeze’ kdmcd  'squeeze a little'

ndm  'pinch’ ndmcd  'pinch a little’

kfun ‘thit' kfuhcd 'hit a little'

cow  'soak! cowc  'soak a little’
ghdw  'be superior’ ghdwed  'be slightly superior'
fan  'become fat' fahc®  'become a little fat!

The suffixed forms can be translated 'a little', 'slightly', 'lightly' etc.
In same cases the meaning 'a little from' or 'a little out of' is acquired:

sé€  'cut with knife' séécd  'cut a little out of'
sag  'tear' sadc¥  ‘'tear a little out of'
gow 'grind' gowcd  tgrind a little out of!
dfé  rteatr dfédcf  'eat a little from’

cdn  'steal? cdncd  'steal a little out of'

In several cases the attenuative suffix indicates that a "smaller job" 1is in-
volved. This sometimes necessitates a different gloss for the suffixed form:

yow 'skin' (an animal) yowct  'peel' (a banana etc.)

san 'spread to dry! sanct 'turn on the second side to dry!

tém  'embroider' («'sew') témcé  'mend! (='re-sew') :

bdm  'mould! bdmeé  're-mould' (after an-accident or crack)
mi tswallow' {liquid) mTe ‘swallow' (something solid)

The first example best exemplifies this change from a bigger to a smaller job.
Skinning an animal is a similar task to peeling a fruit, but the proportions
are much greater. The next three examples indicate a second application of

a job. Because it is a re-doing, as it were, the job*is by definition smaller
(e.g. the drying of the second side of an object is a smaller job than the
drying of the first side; the moulding of a pot the first time is a larger job
than the re-moulding that takes place in a repair, etc.). The last example is
intended to indicate that swallowing a liquid is a big (continuous) job, while
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swallowing or gulping a solid object is a smaller (singular) job.

Approximately 70% of the attenuative verb forms attested have this mean-
ing 'a little' etc. The remaining 30% have the meaning ‘here and there' or
'little by little', both of which indicate plural action. This interpretation
derives from the attenuative meaning: instead of performing an action all at
once as a single event, one attenuates the action intec a sequence of smaller
events. This is seen in the following examples:

i tdefecate' . ®Te¥  'defecate several times'

'sho 'clean! shocé 'clean one after the other'

kom  'touch' kohcd  'touch several times'

tdn  'count! tdncé Tcount one after the other!'

kfdy 'trim’ kifcd 'trim several things'

tdy  ‘'spit! tlcé  'spit several times’

gaw '‘divide, share' gawef 'div. in several places, share w/sev. people’

The one verb son 'slap' has been found with both meanings. Thus, sonct means
either 'slap a little/lightly' or 'slap several times lightly'. We suspect
that more .of these attenuative verb forms have the meaning 'several times
lightly' rather than simply 'several times'.

2.2. Distpibutive -ye. The distributive suffix -ye indicate that several
actions were involved in the event, This can mean doing one action several
times (e.g. hitting someone several times) or doing several equivalent actiomns
once [or more] each (e.g. hitting different people) :

sé¢ ‘'cut with a knife' sééyé 'cut several times'

b4 tuproot’ b4dy¢ Tuproot several times'

cfm 'dig’ cfmyé 'dig several times'

fom 'bury' fomy¥ 'bury several things'

tdm 'smoke' (meat) : tdmy4 ‘'smoke several pieces of meat!
son 'slap! sohyé 'slap several times'

low ‘'curse' Iowy¥ ‘'curse several times!

law ‘pay’ iawy$ 'pay several people'

Among the verbs recorded with more than one possible interpretation are:

tdm 'shoot! tdmyd 'shoot sev. things, sev. times at 1 thing'
1dm  'bite' idmyé 'bite sev. times, or sev. people bite’
ndm ‘'pinch’ némyé ‘pinch sev. times or peopile'

bon 'stab' bohy¥ ‘'stab sev. times or several people!

It is thus possible to get a plural action marked by the distributive suffix
with either (a) a plural subject, (b) a plural object, or (c) a singular sub-
ject and a singular object, but a plural verb (e.g. 'he stabbed me several
times').

Because several actions are involved, the distributive meaning may de-
velop a secondary meaning of completeness. A few such cases have been noted:

kdw 'chop! kdwyé 'chop up completely'
saa 'tear' - sady? T'tear completely' (or sev. times)
bén !cover' bdnyd ‘'cover up completely’

dd ‘'become clear' Gy 'become clear' (water)
Y yuuy
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2.3. TIterative -ken. The iterative suffix -ken is similar to the
distributive suffix in that it is used to indicate plural action. Unlike
the distributive suffix, however, it is used almost exclusively with intran-
sitive verbs:

kwé  'die! kwékén 'die one after the other!
awe 'fall’ gwekfn 'fall several times'

bew  'belch' bewk&én 'belch several times'

kfy ‘'groan' (in pain) kéykén 'groan several times'

Jay 'urinate! Javk&n ‘'urinate several times'
nehé 'leave' nenkén 'leave separately!

The key to the interpretation of this suffix is in the first and last examples.
The intransitive iterative forms to the right can be used with a singular
subject to indicate 'several times one after the other', or they can be used
with a plural subject to indicate either 'several times one after the other'
or, simply, 'separately'. Thus, consider the following sentences:

me ndd ngws 'T have fallen’
me ndd ngwékin  'I have fallen' (several times)

b3 kwekéné 13 'they are dying' (separately)
b3 kwdd I3 "they are dying' (together)

The use of -ken in the second instance of 'I have fallen' indicates that the
singular subject has undergone the action more than once. The iterativity of
the actions is an automatic consequence of the subject's being singular. Not
so in the next two sentences. When -ken 15 present (in the progressive form,
in this case), iterativity is assured: the people involved are dying one by
one, i.e. separately, When -ken is not present, however, it must be the case
that they are dying as a group, i.e. together. This is more obvious in a sen-
tence such as bd ngé gwb 'they have fallen' (all at once, as a group) vs. b3
ndd gwdkin 'they have fallen' (one by one, separately).

This notion of 'separateness' is revealed in the following iterative
forms:

f{é 'become burnt' tfékén 'become burnt in separate spots'

kaa 'grind’ keak&n ‘'grind coarsely' (into separate grains)
Jfim 'become extinguished'  jfmkén 'sev. becoming extinguished on their own’
dfé  Teat’ dfékén 'feed oneself!

Finally, note in the following examples that a handful of verbs appear to have
the iterative suffix as part of their lexical form:

fdmkén  tvomit' nidnkén 'spy’
bayktn 'thunder! codnk¥n 'praise’

2.4. Bifuwrcative -ten. The suffix -ten indicates the bifurcation or
splitting in twe of an object:

bdn ‘'fold! b&&ntén 'fold in two'
saa 'tear' saatén  'tear in two'
gaw 'divide' gawtén  'divide in two!
san 'split' sahntn  'split in two'
sém tcut! sémtén  'cut in two!

go  'break fufu' gotén 'break fufu in two!
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The following verbs have a lexical suffix -ten:

c33ntén  ‘'sharpento apoint' sdmtén 'settle a dispute!
184¢én  ‘'rest’ fomt¥n  'be sticky' (meat in decomposition)
JThi¥n  t'perspire’ {cf. f3m 'to be fatty' [like pork])

2,5. Frequentative RED. A dozen verbs or so have been found which de-
rive the meaning of 'continuously', 'often', 'many times' by reduplicating
their root syllable:

njfm 'wander about' njfmnjfm 'wander continuously, a long time’
cém  drip! cémedm tdrip continously' (e.g. Tain)
fem 'slip' lemlé&m 'be slippery, slip several times'
cém  The sick’ cfmefm  'he sickly!

tédy  thang up’ t€ytfy 'hang up several things’

jdy  'make a mistake' jdyjdy 'make sev. mistakes, one mistake

several times'

There clearly is some overlap between the frequentative in certain cases and
the distributive or iterative suffixes, e.,g. when expressing the notion of
plural actien. Since so few verbs allow reduplication of this type, those
susceptible to frequentative marking must be so indicated in the lexicon.

3. Relational extensions. The second group of verb suffixes consists
of four members, all of which have to do with expressing grammatical rela-
tions and transitivity:

~se 'causative' ~m 'positional!’
-ke 'transitive' -en 'reciprocal!’
P

The last of these, the reciprocal extension, has a number of different (un-
predictable) variants: -en, -nen, -yen and -sen. (Perhaps -ken and -ten
are ultimately related, although they are extensions of a very different
type in present day Noni.)

3.1. Causative -se. Many, if not most intransitive verbs can take a
causative suffix -se to form transitive verbs:

yf{  'become black' yifsé  'blacken'

f{&  'become burnt’ f{ésé  ‘'make burn'

bd&  tery! bédsé 'make cry!

bém  'be scary! bémsé  !scare!

1ém  'become injured’ 1#msd  'injure!

lon  'become old! IBhsd  'make old!

fan  'become fat! fE?sé 'fatten'

kwén ‘'be sufficient’ kwénsé tadd to!

jffm ‘'become extinguished' jfmsé fextinguish' (tr.)

Some verb radicals of the shape CV double their vowel when adding the causa-
tive suffix, while others do not. There is no way to predict this difference.

bi 'accompany' E7s& 'add to!
bi Tfly? Tfsé 'make fly'
la ‘'‘become lost!' l'asg  'lose’

bd ‘'become white' bddséd ‘twhiten’



césé

'spend the night!'
rr
cliisé

»
cé
{ ‘'restrict’

C

Very few transitive verbs take the
have been found:

foo  'borrow' fadsd
sém  'borrow! sémsé
fen 'lock up! fehsd
dan ‘'cross' dahsé
3.2, Iransitive -ke. Approximately
use -ke as a transitive suffix:
shii 'sit, come down from' shiiké
1€m 'become injured! [ émkd
sém "borrow' sdmké
Jifm  'lie down’ JTk&
[ffm  'stand' (intr.) 1éké
ngvddm tkneel! ngviké
rFrd &
ylém  'lean against! yéké
Jffm  'become extinguished, |fmké

dark!
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'keep sth. overnight'
'pass a law'

causative suffix, although the fellowing

'lend’

"lend'

'stop s.o0. from doing sth.'
'put sth. across'

10-12 verbs have been found which

*bring down from'
'injure s.o.' (=1émsd)
'give out' (cf. sémsd)
'lay sth. down!
'stand sth. up’
"bend, make kneel' (=ngvisd)
'lean sth, against'
textinguish, (=]fmsé)
.- darken'

Most of these forms with -ke have intransitive correlates with the positional

extension -m (see next sectiom).

for a number of the examples (cf. Chapter

Also, as indicated, variants with -se exist

10, where a relationship is shown

to exist between nonprogressive -ke and progressive -se).

3.3. Pogitional -m.

The following is a complete list of verbs which

have been found with the positional suffix —m:

Jifm  'lie down' navidm
shifm 'hang oneself! cffm
Iffm  'stand" Jifm
filim  'hide oneself! y{ém

'kneel!

*be firm' ('stand on its own')
'get dark, become extinguished'
'lean against!’

The vowel preceding this -m is always double, suggesting that -m might once

have been pronounced
Kom and Babanki).

5.4, Reeiproeal -en, -nen, -yen and
in -gn express a reciprocal meaning:

ndm  'pinch’ némén
kén 'chase! kdaén
kon 'like! kgbgn
144 'iook at’ t4dvén
kee 'spy! kedy&n
kff ‘tcall! kf fnén
gay 'greet! gaynén

=5EN.

-me (as it is pronounced in nearby languages such as
While the simple root does not exist by itself, it is

clear that -m adds the meaning of 'positioning oneself!.
is 'become extinguished', which does not refer
3.2, when a non-reflexive meaning is required,

(The sole exception
to human beings.) . As seen in
these verbs end in -ke.

A number of suffixes ending

'pinch each other!
'chase each other'
'like each other'

'look at each other!
'spy on each other'

'call to each other' (=kffyén)
'greet each other!'
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jdy  'make a mistake' jdysén ‘'mistake one for the other'

While the above examples demonstrate the reciprocal origins of these variants,
the most common meaning they acquire is "together' and even 'several times'
(as in the earlier group of extensions):

b&& 'cry' bd&yén  'cry one after the other!

foo  'borrow’ fody¥n  'borrow sev. things from sev. people!
few 'measure’ fewsfn  'measure sev. things together'
fyey 'mix' fysysen 'mix things together’

In fact, -en has an iterative meaning when placed after verbs with the posi-
tional suffix:

JiimEn  'iie down (pl.}' fiiimén thide selves'
shijm&n 'hang selves' ngvidmén 'kneel (pl.)!
iffmén tstand (pl.)' cffmén 'be firm (pl.)'

Without the -en suffix, the bare positional verb would indicate that the
plural subject takes its position as a group, rather than severally.

3. The above appear to be the major extensions found in Noni. There
are occasional cases of unidentifiable suffixes, and many more cases of suf-
fixes which resemble the above extensions, but which cannot be shown to have
an independent meaning. Occasionally a verb will have more than one of the
above suffixes. Thus, consider the following two verbs:

cé tspend the night’ shé 'spend the day'

césé  'keep overnight! shdsé  'keep all day!'

cdshé 'keep sev. things sh&shé 'keep sev. things all day’
overnight'’

The forms cdshé and shdshé derive from céssé+yé and shé+sé+yé, Finally, the
same radical can sometimes take many different suffixes as seen below:

lem 'to slip, slide' (also = 'to work')
Ishcd  'slip a little’

ehy¥  'slip in several places'

|shi%m ‘'slip several times, be slippery’
|ehsd  'cause to be slippery’
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PROGRESSIVE ASPECT

I. In the preceding chapter it was seen that a verb radical can take a
number of suffixes and that these suffixes related either to aspect or to
grammatical relations. The most commonly occurring aspectual suffix is the
progressive marker. Although it is believed that this marker can best be
represented underlyingly as /-te/, it has so many different realizations that
it is best to study this suffix by addressing its allomorphs separately. In
the following sections it will be demonstrated that the different realizations
of the progressive suffix can be predicted on the basis of the phoneclogical
and morphological shape of the verb form to which it is added. This verb
form may either be simplex (i.e. consisting solely of a monosyllabic radical)
or complex (i.e. consisting of a radical and a suffix). These two cases are
illustrated in the following sections followed by a discussion of verbs whose
progressive forms are irregular. '

2. GSimplex verb forms. 1In the case of simplex verb forms, which con-
sist solely of a monosyllabic verb radical, the shape of the progressive
suffix is determined on the basis of the last segment {(s) of the radical,

2.1. Radicals ending in a short vowel. If a verb radical ends in a
short vowel, the progressive (henceforth, PROG) form is obtained by doubling
the vowel, e.g.

bi  'follow® BYT  'be following'
ge  'make’ gé&  'be making'

i€  sink! led  'be sinking'
kfl 'sift! kfll 'be sifting'
fé  titch' fod  'be itching'
t3  'come! tod  'be coming’

t4  'shoot! tad  'be shooting'

As in the last chapter, verb forms are cited with the tones they carry after
the infinitive prefix kié-, e.g. kéé-bi 'to follow', kd&-5}} 'to be following'.

The above forms show the doubling of all seven phonological short or sin-
gle vowels in Noni. In addition, the few verbs that consist of a sequence of
unlike vowels should be noted as not undergoing any change in forming the PROG:

{6 'become burnt' fi& 'be becoming burnt’
{8 1fight! did 'be fighting!

The reason that the second vowel is not doubled is that this would produce a
sequence of three vowels, which is not permitted within a word in Noni.

2.2. Radicals ending in a long vowel, When a verb radical ends in a
long (=double) vowel, the PROG is obtained by adding the suffix -|e:

cli ‘'drag' ciilé 'be dragging’

bee 'cry! béélé 'be crying'

dee  'cook! dtgls 'be cooking'

tdd ‘'carry (on head)! tuul® ‘'be carrying (on head)'
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soc ‘knot’ sobld  Tbe knotting'
k33 tcatch' koole 'be catching'
t44 'look at!' taald 'be looking at'

2.3. Radicals endimg in -m. When the verb radical ends in -m, the PROG
form is obtained by adding the suffix -te:

cfm 'dig' cimté  'be digging'

cém - 'drip’ cemtd  'be dripping'

cém  'become sick' cemtd 'be becoming sick'
dvum fgroan’ dvimteé 'be groaning'

tém  ‘'send’ tomtd  'be sending'

dom  'pour’ ddmté  'be pouring'

cdm  Tchew' camté  'be chewing'

2.4. FBadicals enmding in -n. When the verb radical ends in -n, the PROG
form is obtained by adding the suffix -e:

bfn  'dance’ bind 'be dancing'
ben 'rise' bdn&  'be rising'
bén  'call’ bend 'be calling'
kfun ‘'hit' kfund 'be hitting'
tdn  'refuse' toné  'be refusing'
t4n  'burn’ toneé  'be burning'
tan  'lack' tané  'be lacking'

2.5. FRadicale ending in -n. When the verb radical ends in -n, the PROG
form is obtained by doubling the preceding vowel and by adding the suffix -ke:

cfn 'tremble! ciinké 'be trembling'
tfdn the inclined’ tfuugkd 'be being inclined'
kdn  ‘'chase' ‘ koonkd  'be chasing'

yon ‘'roast' yddnkd  'be roasting'

kdn  fry! kaankd  'be frying'

2.6. FRadicals ending in -w. When the verb radical ends in -w, the PROG
form is obtained by doubling the preceding vowel, dropping the -w, and adding
the suffix -ke:

jfw 'blacken’ jiik® 'be blackening'
few 'measure’ f&5kd 'be measuring’
éw 'dodge’ leekd 'be dodging'
cow ‘'soak' cdbdkd 'be soaking’
gow 'grind' ¢ddké 'be grinding’
law ‘'pay' |4%kdé 'be paying'

2.7. Radieals ending in -y. When the verb radical ends in -y, the PROG
form is obtained by adding the suffix -te:

kéy  'cough' keytd 'be coughing’
cey 'protect’ ctytdé  'be protecting'
kfdy ‘'trim’ kfuyt®d T'be trimming’
bdy  Texit' boyté 'be exiting’
tdy  'accuse' toytd  'be accusing'

kay 'tie’ kdytd  'be tying'
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3. Complex verb forms, A complex verb form consists of a verb radical
and a suffix. In all cases the resulting form is bisyllabic. In a few cases
longer forms have been noted. As seen in the following sections, a slightly
different set of progressive formation rules apply when the verb form has a
suffix.

3.1, Verb forme ending in +(C)en. When the verb form ends in a suffix
of the shape ~gn, =-yen, -nen, =-sen, -ken, -tep or -cen, i.e. in a suffix end-
ing in -n, the PROG form is obtained by adding the suffix -e. In this case
the same PROC suffix is found as in simplex verb forms ending in -n:

dvih¥n 'rumble! dvlimkgné 'be rumbling'

fdmkén 'vomit' fumkéné ‘be vomiting'

JjThtén 'perspire’ Jimténd 'be perspiring'

yansfn 'be quick’ yinséneé 'be being quick'

KTe#n  'contradict!' kicint 'be contradicting’

t44yén 'iook at e.o.' taayiné 'be looking at each other'

It will be noted that in addition to the suffix -e, the PROG forms involve
a vowel change in suffixes ending in -n: non-PROG +(C)g¢n corresponds to
PROG +(C)ene. In the last two examples the PROG forms end in +cine and
+yine because the consonants ¢ and y are palatal.

3.2, Verb forme ending in +(C)e. When the verb form ends in +(C)e, and
the optional C is not palatal, the PROG form is cbtained by replacing the final
-& with -e:

teld "burst' teld "be bursting'

kénké  'get! kenkd  'he getting’

JTt¥ 'become heavy' Jjite 'he becoming heavy!'
FUmé 'bake in ashes' fumé 'be baking in ashes'
shTWs€  'shake' shiwsé 'be shaking’

nanl&  terawl! nanld  'be crawling'

[8wté  'run’ lewtd 'be running®

It is not always easy to tell exactly where the radical-suffix boundary is if
only one consonant intervenes. Thus, 'burst' could be analyzed te-|¥ or tel-¥.
In a few cases we know because of apparently related forms, e.g. fum-£ 'bake
in ashes' vs. fum 'bury'.

3.3. Verb forms ending in +ce and +ye. When the verb form ends in +Ce,
and the C is palatal, i.e. the suffix is +ce or +ye, the PROG form is derived
by changing these suffixes to +ci and +yi, respectively. An intermediate
stage with +ce and +ye is, of course, possible, with the e being then raised
to | because of the preceding palatal conscnant.

témed  'mend’ tomc}  'be mending'

IEhe¥  'trample’ IncY  'be trampling'

kwawc® 'remember' kwawc] '"be remembering'

kdcé "wrap up' kocl "be wrapping up'

necd 'straighten' nich "be straightening'

kdwyé  'chop up! kawyi  'be chopping up'

kwaay® 'scrape ground' kwddyl 'be scraping ground’

sadyt  'tear sev. times' sady] 'be tearing several times'

déyé 'forget!' daayl 'be forgetting'
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As seen in the last form, daayl "be forgetting', verb forms of the shape CV-ye
normally lengthen the vowel of the radical as -ye changes to -yi in the PROG.

3.4, Verb forms ending in +se. When a verb radical of the shape CV has
a suffix +se, the vowel of the radical is lengthened in forming the PROG. If
the radical already has a long vowel, or if the radical is of the shape CVC,
the PROG aspect is marked solely by a tonal change, as indicated below:

yEsé 'sweep' yeisd 'be sweeping’
tfGsé  'answer' tfuusd 'be answering'
navisé 'bend sth.' ngvuusé 'be bending sth,'
tdsé 'sew! taask 'be sewing'

iéwsé  ‘'divert! lewsd the diverting'
dohsé  'prod' ddmsd 'be prodding’
sdmsé  'lend’ samse *be lending’
fodsé  'lend' fddse 'be lending'

3.5. Verb forme ending im -fe. While it is not clear whether -fe should
be considered a suffix, or whether the f belongs to the radical, verb forms
which end in -fe form the PROG aspect by lengthening the radical vowel, drop-
ping the f, and adding -te:

bfféd task' bitté ‘'be asking’

béfé  'spoil’ : beeté  'be spoiling'

téfé tadvise' teeté 'be advising'

kfdfé 'become short' kfuuté 'be becoming short'
cdfé  'chisel’ cooté  'be chiseling'

téfé  tthrow down' tooté  ‘'be throwing down'

3.5. Verb forms ending in -e. When a verb form ends in -e (and the pre-
ceding consonant is not s or f), the PROG form is obtained by replacing the -e
suffix with -yI:

kéwé  'roll up' kewy! 'be rolling up'
Jéwé  'plant’ J§wyT 'be planting'
jé@& 'speak’ jemyi 'be speaking'
yend  'open' yenyl 'be opening'
kéné  'reward’ kenyi ‘'be rewarding'
jThé  'look at' jiayl  'be looking at'

3.6, Verb forms ending in -VVm. Verb forms ending in -VVm, i.e. those
taking the positional extension +m, form the PROG by adding -e. This differs
noticeably from the -te suffix which was assigned to simplex verbs ending in -m,

Jifm 'lie down' J1imé 'be lying down'
shifm  'hang oneself' shiimé  'be hanging oneself’
Hffm *stand’ Iiime 'be standing'

fil fm *hide oneself' HYYmb 'be hiding oneself’
ngviddm 'kneel!' ngvuumg 'be kneeling'

3.7. Reduplicated verb forms. Mostof the attested reduplicated verb
forms have a radical of the shape CVC. They all take a suffix -2 to form
the PROG aspect, rather than following the pattern established for the dif-
ferent CVC shapes in simplex verb forms:
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gehgém 'fence in' gémgdmé  'be fencing in'
cémcém  'be sickly! cemcémé  'be being sickly!
[€wléw 'dodge’ iewliwd 'be dodging'
tawldw ttwinkle' lawldwe  'he twinkling!
cowcdw 'dampen’ cowcdwd  'be dampening'

If the same rules had been followed as on simplex verb forms, the first and
last PROG forms above would have been *gémgémtd and *cdwcooks. As indicated,
these are incorrect. The one reduplicated form that has been found that does
not have a CVC radical is tddtdd 'earry(child on shoulder)', whose PROG form
is tuutliié, i.e. taking the suffix -le as CVV radicals normally do.

4. [EBxceptions. Despite the fact that the above statements cover the
majority of Noni verbs, there are exceptions in the way in which certain verbs
form the PROG. These exceptional verbs may (as indicated) optionally follow
the appropriate rule, or in other cases, must be exceptions. The following
table gives an idea of the relative numbers of regular vs, irregular verbs
according to their phonological and morphological structure:

Verb Structuve # Regular # Irvregular
cv 39 10
CvV 30 5
CVm 32 0
CVn 22 1
CVp 19 0
CVw 29 5
Cvy 32 1
+{Clen 28 0
+(C)e 14 5
+cg 26 0
+YE 6 1
+se 27 3
-fe 9 2
te 17 9
+m 8 0
RED 9 Y

347 42

g,

Thus, out of a corpus of 389 verbs, only 42 are irregular, i.e. approx. 10%.
These exceptional verbs are discussed in the following sections,

4.1. HRadieals ending in a short vowel. There are nine verbs whose rad-
ical ehds in a short vowel which can optionally take a -le suffix to form the
PROG. Alternatively they can undergo the regular rule and lengthen their vowel:

bl 1fly? _ biY/bild  'be flying'

cf  'legislate’ cil/cile 'be legislating'

fe  'cure an invalid' fEE/fE18 'be curing an invalid'
fe  'chat’ feE/fE e 'be chatting’

bvu ‘'interrupt' bvili/bvll®&  'be interrupting’

kfu 'sift' kfull/kflild 'be sifting'

fo  'pour' fob/ 512 'be pouring'

k6  'gather up' kod/ kol & 'be gathering up'

ka ‘'clearone's throat' kdd/kalé 'be clearing one's throat'
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Perhaps one can add the verb 'eat' here, which has a vowel sequence, but which
fails to remain the same in the PROG:

dfé 'eat’ diekénd 'be eating' (intr.)
As seen, the suffix -ken is added to form the PROG. By itself, dfékén 'means
' feed oneself'. APROG form di&(&) has been recorded with an object present.

4.2. Radicals ending in a long vowel. There are two small groups of
verbs that end in VV, but which do not take -le., 1In the first, two verbs
take -te instead:

'bear a child' bosté 'be bearing a child'
thuild! yooté  'be building'

It is significant that both of these verbs are irregular in the [-focus] past
tenses, where their forms are boke and yoke, respectively (see Chapter 12).

The second group of irregular CVV verbs consists of three verbs ending
in -ee which exhibit an n followed by a -e suffix in the PROG aspect:

b8 'accept’ bend 'be accepting'
gdé rtell' send 'be telling'
té&  'call! ten® 'be calling'

These verbs are also irregular in both [+focus] and [-focus] past tenses. All
of the exceptions to the normal addition of PROG -le Lo CVV verbs have to do
with a historically lost velar which reappears {(cf. class 5 in nouns in Chap-
ter 3, section 4.}

4.3. PRadicale ending in -n. One verb ending in -n has been found to
require an additional -ten suffix (=our 'bifurcative' extension) in the PROG:
bdn tfold’ bont&nd 'be folding'
The verb form bdntén means 'fold in two'. What is curious about this verb is
that the suffixed form is required in the PROG but not in the non-PROG aspect.

4.4. Radieals ending in -w. Eight verbs ending in -w have been found
which either require or at least allow a PROG form obtained by adding -te dir-
ectly to the radical, as indicated:

jfw 'poison’ Jiwté 'he poisoning’

Jéw 'be mad, drunk’ Jewtd 'be being mad, drunk'
Jéw  'leak' Jowtd 'be leaking'

cdw 'make a click' cowtd/cookd 'be making a click’
gow 'investigate' sdwtd *be investigating’
cdw 'pick out' cawtd 'be picking out'

gaw ‘'divide' ghwtd/gddks ‘'be dividing'

tdw 'become strong' tawtd/taake ‘'be becoming strong'

The difference in PROG forms between the regular and irregular radicals end-
ing in -w may be due completely or in part to the fact that many of the ir-
regular verbs had final labial consonants (e.g. -b in 'divide' and 'become
strong'), while the regular verbs had a velar. The etymologies for many of
these roots are not clear.
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4.5. Hadicals ending im -y. One verb ending in -y exceptionally loses
the -y and takes a -le suffix in the PROG form:

féy ‘'pass, surpass’ feld 'be passing, surpassing'
Because this verb takes exceptional tones in several tenses, it may be an-
alyzable as fei, in which case it becomes exceptional to a different rule.

4.6 Verb forms ending in -{C)e (where C#palatal). Several verbs end in
-(C)e but do not convert this to -(C)e, as seen earlier, First, there are
three verbs which replace - with -vyi:

cfnf 'leave (sth.)' cinyl 'be leaving (sth.)’
nEnd  'leave' ntnyi 'be leaving'
fi1¢  'blow' fuyl  "be blowing'

As seen in 'be blowing', | drops out before y. Two more irregular verbs end-
ing in -¢ are seen below:

deff  'become long’ d&&t&/deéfend 'be becoming long'
shum ‘'carry on pole* shimté 'be carrying on pole!

The first verb can optionally follow the rule for verbs ending in -fe or can
convert itself to def¥n and then become d&fénd. The second verb drops its -¢
and then takes -te, as radicals with final -m do by rule.

4.7. Verb forms ending in -ye. One verb emnds in -ye but drops the -g and
adds -te (as in 'carry on pole' in the last group) :

bviyé 'burst open’ bvuyté 'be bursting open’

Perhaps this indicates that the verb should be amalyzed as bv(y-£ rather than
bvi~yé. The - then drops exceptionally, causing the verb to take the -te
suffix in the PROG.

4.8. Verb forms ending in -se. The following two verbs end in -se,
but do not follow the general pattern seen earlier:

d3sé  "be tired’ dose 'be being tired'
fnsé 'make round & smooth' cinsénd 'be making round and smooth’

]

In 'be tired' the vowel 5 should double in the PROG, but doesn't. In 'make
round and smooth', an -n is first added and them the PROG -= by general rule,

4.9, Verb formes ending in -fe. Two verbs ending in -fe have been found
which instead of undergoing the general pattern (lengthening of radical vowel,
dropping of f, adding of -te), lengthen their radical vowel and keep the f:

yéfé  Trub! yeef& 'be rubbing’
cdfé ‘ttake (out) from' coofé 'be taking {out) from'

4.10. Verb fomms ending in -Ce. There are a number of exceptional verbs
ending in -(C)e (where C# s or f). One verb ends in -e but does not acquire
the expected -vyji:

sémé 'cease' (of rains) semtd  'cease' (of rains)
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Instead, the -e drops and -te is assigned by general rule., In six other verb
forms, -ci is found instead of -yi in the PROG:

gwel® ‘'harvest' gwéci  'be harvesting'

ken& ‘'set fire' kdencl 'be setting fire'

Ienté ‘'cross {river)’ 1Tinei ‘'be crossing (river)'

ngélé tcrunch’ ngec} 'be crunching'

neld  'straighten out' ntcl 'be straightening out'

k61  'wrap up' kocl 'be wrapping up'
We have seen that there are two verb extensions -ye 'distributive' and -cg
"attenuative'. The PROG forms of these extensions are -yi and -¢i, respec-
tively. Most verbs which end in -(C)e (other than -se or -fe) are assigned
-ye, in the PROG, which of course becomes -yi. The above six verbs, however,

are assigned -ce, which becomes -ci. Note that 'be setting fire' and 'be
crossing' have a -nc- sequence which causes the preceding vowel to doubie
(as happened with Vn + ke in section 2.5 above]. The change from ee to ii
cannot be explained in 'be crossing'. Finally, 'be harvesting', "be crunch-
ing', 'be straightening out' and 'be wrapping up' all lose their | in the
PROG forms.

Now note the following two -irregular verbs, also having an internal -I-:

tEE 'thank' bkl 'be thanking'
bé1& ‘'weed, pluck' beeyl 'be weeding, plucking'

Although these two verbs are identical except for tone, they are different
even with respect to their irregularities in the PROG. "Thank' exceptionally
lengthens its radical vowel and keeps -le in the PROG, while '"weed, pluck’
changes -e to -yi, but drops its -l- and lengthens the radical vowel. Im
this regard it is like 'be blowing' in sectiomn 4.6, except that this latter
form does not lengthen its radical vowel.

Finally, there are several verbs ending in the 'transitive’ extension
-ke, whose PROG forms are derived as seen below:

bahk& ‘'turn (tr.)' bdnsé  'be turning (tr.)'

sahk® ‘'disperse (tr.)' séinsé  'be dispersing (tr.)'
1éké 'stand sth.' lewsé 'be standing sth.'

cakd  'put away' chws:  'be putting away'

JTk&  'lay sth. down' jiwsé 'be laying sth. down'
shTké 'bring sth. down' shiwsé 'be bringing sth. down'
yéké  'lean sth. against' yewsé  'be leaning sth, against'

All of the PROG forms seen above involve a -se suffix, instead of the -

seen in the non-PROG forms. If the radical has the structure CVC, -ke is
simply dropped. If not, we substitute -se for -e, yielding an intermediate
structure CVkse, which then becomes CVwse. It is hard to explain these
changes, and for this reason the above group was included among the irregu-
lar, rather than regular, verbs. We saw in Chapter 9 that some of the -ke
forms have alternatives with -se. Thus, we may have an imperfect merger of
two extensions, rather than a natural phonological development.

4,11. Inherently PROG verbs. The rules given above cover the majority
of Noni verb forms, with the exceptions being limited in number. In addition,
at least two verbs, nu(l) 'be' and ked/Key 'know' are only rarely used, if at
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all, when not in the PROG aspect.

5. The rules. It is a very striking feature of Noni that the PROGC suf-
fix has so many different realizations. Some of these different realizations
have to do with the substitution of one suffix for another in forming the PROG.
Thus, as seen in 3.5, the suffix -yz is substituted for the non-PROG suffix -e
in PROG formation. To this -ye is added the true PROG suffix, which causes
-yt to become first -ye and then -yi, as described. Similarly, in 4.10, we
saw that -se is substituted for -ke in forming the PROG aspect.

In this section the different realizations of the PROG suffix are ac-
counted for, informally, by a sequence of ordered rules. We begin with the
assumption that the PROG suffix can be represented by the form /+te/. The
rules which now follow apply in the order given, but affect only the PROG
suffix. Because of this last restriction it is clear that these are really
morphologized. Thus, the following rules represent only an abstract account
of these phenomena, one which is believed to capture the historical processes
which have led to alternaticns observed.

5.1. Rule 1. The first rule changes +te to +le when preceded by a CVV
verb radical:

t — | /J #CVV«+ e

5.2. BRule 2., The second rule deletes the t of the PROG suffix in three
different enviromments;

t - B/ # {'C Vg + e
X+Y

In the first line between braces in the environment of rule 2 the t of the

PROG suffix is deleted after a verb radical of the shape CV or CVn. In the
second line the t is deleted whenever the verb form contains a morpheme (+)
boundary (the X and Y variables staad for non-null elements), This intermnal

+ boundary can be either a radical-suffix boundary or the boundary which oc-
curs between the two parts of a reduplicated verb. It should be noticed here
that because rule 1 precedes rule 2, the reduplicated verb tddtdd ‘carry (child
on shoulder)' has the PROG form tuutllild, rather than *tuutiis.

5.3. Rule 3. The third rule takes the output CV+e from rule 2 and as-
similates the PROG +e to the preceding single vowel of the verb radical:

e — [aF] / # ClaFl +
Vv

5.4. Rule 4. Rules 4 and 5 are written transformationally. As seen in
the following formulation,

[aF] @ { +back J + t e

v | <-nasal:
B . L
[aF] <ps k
v

the fourth rule affects radicals which end in -n and -w, both of which are
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[+back]. When such radicals occur in the PROG aspect, their vowel lengthens,
the t of the PROG suffix becomes k (i.e. [+back]), and, if the final radical
comsonant is [-nasal], i.e. w, it drops. Thus, as we saw in 2.5 and 2.6,
respectively, ¢in 'tremble' becomes PROG ciinkd, and j{w 'blacken' becomes
PROG jiikd. :

5.5. Rule 5. The fifth rule is similar in its formalization to rule
4, but it cannot be collapsed with it:

[aF] @ f + te
v ‘l[/ \u,

[aFl] 8
v

When a verb radical ends in -f, the PROG form is obtained by lengthening the
preceding vowel and deleting the -f. As seen in this rule, one analysis as-
sumes that verb forms such as b{fé 'ask' are actually moncsyllabic underlying-
ly, i.e. /b{f/. Because -f cannot occur at the end of a word, -e¢ is intro-
duced in just such cases, Thus, it does not figure in rule 5. If it had to
be included, then rule 5 would have to precede the second line of rule 2,
because we would not want hypothetical /bffé+te/ to become *bifes. On the
other hand, while this form must become beet® Tbe asking', the two exceptional
forms y&fé 'rub' and cdfé 'take (out) from' in 4.9 must become yeefd and coofd
in the PROG. Perhaps these have a true +e suffix. In this case, yéfé+te,

for example, would first become yefee and then yeefd 'be rubbing'.

5.6. Rule 6. The sixth rule accounts for sequences of vowels which oc-
cur in the suffixes, e.g. -ce+e. Depending on how one accounts for the vowel
lengthening which sometimes characterizes the verb radical (as a 'compensatory
process''?), rule 6 can be formalized as in (a) or (b):

(a) v > 8/ _ re
(b) (O.F> g + CV
LR 4
E* @

&>

The formulation in (a) simply says that a (suffix} vowel drops before +e. The
affected vowel will automatically be a suffix vowel, because radical vowels
have already assimilated a following +e by rule 2. The formulation in (b) is
designed to take care of the alternations between tflsd 'answer' and tfuusd
'be answering' seen in 3.4, Perhaps it is the case that the radical vowel
lengthens only if the sequence of suffix vowels is e+e. This would make

'be forgetting' in 3.3 an exception.

+ e

5.7. mule 7. The last rule we shall consider here assimilates +e to i
when preceded by a palatal consonant (c or y):

e — 1/ [+pal] +
c
The above rules will generate the regular alternations, In addition, many

of the "exceptional" PROG verb forms can be accommodatedwith only minor adjust-
ments.
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11

VERB CoNJUGATION [: INTRODUCTION

1. Tome patterns. In this and the following three chapters Noni verb
forms will be described and illustrated as they appear in different tenses,
in different constructions, and when negated, We shall refer to these dif-
ferent forms as conjugations, noting that this term covers tense, aspect,
mood and polarity (negative vs. affirmative) as these features are realized
in main vs. relative vs. consecutive clauses {in Chapters 12, 13 and 14, re-
spectively).

As a preliminary to the study of tense, aspect etc. it is necessary to
point out a few features of the tone system as it applies to verb forms. In
Chapter 2 it was seen that Noni has a basic three-level tone system with L,

M and H tone. Various contours are alsc allowed. It has already been de-
monstrated (in Chapter §) that verb radicals show a two-way tonal opposition,
In simplex verb forms this opposition has been represented as one between M
and H tone, e.g. cow 'dig' vs. ciw 'make a click', In addition to this Zer-
teal tonal contrast, each verb form takes one of four tone patterns. We
shall refer to these four patterns as A, B, C and D. Thus, in order to pre-
dict the tones of a given verb in a given conjugation, we need to know (a)
its lexical tone, and (b) its grammatical tonal class (A, B, Cor D). We
shall adopt the convention of referring to the class of verbs having the
lower lexical tones as L tone verbs, and those having the higher lexical tones
as H tone verb., Thus, 'dig' is a L tone verb, while 'make a click' is a H
tone verb. The realization of the different verb tones can now be summarized
in the fellowing table: .

pattern monosyllabie bisyllabic formula
L H L H {tentative)
A L LM L-L M-L ‘R
B LH H L-H M-H HRE
C M H ML-H  H-H RY
D ML H ML-L  HL-L R

The patterns are numbered in order of frequency, with pattern A being the most
commom. As can be seen, tentative formulas have also been proposed, Since
there are only four patterns, it is reasonable to propose a two-way tonal con-
trast occurring both pre- and post-radically, as indicated. Thus, pattern A
consists of a pre-radical L, the radical tone (either L or H) and a post-
radical L, and so forth. These formulas remain tentative as an abstract an-
alysis of the tonal system of verbs, although considerable suppert is avail-
able also from noun tones (though not without problems).

In the above table we have distinguished monosyllabic vs. bisyllabic
verb forms. The reasen for this is clear: the same pattern will have a dif-
ferent realization according to the number of syllables in the complete verb
form (=the verb radical, any lexical or grammatical suffixes, including the
PROG suffix, if present). In cases where the verb form has more than two
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syllables, the second tone goes on the second and all subsequent syllables.

It will be noted from this table that in three of the patterns (B, C and
D), a monosyllabic H tone verb will appear as H tone, but that in the corres-
ponding bisyllabic forms, three distinct tonal patterns are observed (respec-
tively, M-H, H-H and HL-L). This is due to the fact that tonal contours are
limited in Noni. In pattern B, the monosyllabic H tone pattern should have
been M, while in pattern D it should have been HL. While HL is only rarely
permitted in Noni, MH is virtually unattested in the language. (There is
some guestion as to whether it can occur in the numeral 'six'.,) While pat-
terns B, C and D merge on monosyllabic H tone verbs, they are of course dis-
tinguished on monosyllabic L tone verbs. All of these patterns will be ex-
emplified in the following sections and chapters.

2. Citation forms: the infinitive. It is customary to establish a ci-
tation form for verbs. While in nouns we have simply cited the singular form,
the choice for a citation form in verbs is not as obvious. In the preceding
chapters we have cited the verb forms with the tones they take after the in-
finitive prefix k&é-, e.g.

kdé-kfun  'to hit' kéé-kflind 'to be hitting'
k&é-tdn rto refuse’ kbd-tond  'to be refusing'
k&é-d5hsé 1to push' ked-ddmsd 'to be pushing!
kbd-cfmsé  'to pacify' kbd-clmsé 'to be pacifying'

The above examples include monosyllabic L and H tone verbs followed by L and

H bisyllabic verbs. As seen, the non-progressive forms on the left take pat-
tern C, while the progressive forms on the right take pattern A. Thus, although
we have cited the tonal contrast between monosyllabic verbs as one between M
and H, e.g. kfun 'hit' vs. tén 'refuse', these citation forms actually repre-
sent the realization of this tonal contrast when occurring with pattern C.

Throughout our description of the verb conjugations we shall continue to
use the infinitive tones for the purpose of citing verb forms., We shall also
continue to use the above four simplex and complex verb forms to illustrate
all of the tonal patterns in each tense, construction etc.

3. Imperatives. In some languages the second person singular imperative
offers the least marked (i.e. affixless) verb form. As seen in the following
examples, this is not the case in Noni:

kfun® 'hit!! ¢ kflng 'be hitting!'
toné  ‘'refusel’ % tond 'be refusing!'
ddmgé  'pushl’ 3 ddmsd "be pushingl!
cimsé ‘'pacifyl! t cimsé 'be pacifyingl’

The PROG forms on the Tight have a preposed marker & (found also in some con-
secutives; see Chapter 14) followed by the PROG verb forms with the expected
tone pattern A. The non-PROG forms, however, have tone pattern B and a suf-
fix if the verb form is monosyllabic. As seen in the following forms,

bié "follow!' (bi 'follow')
ciiig  tdrag!! (cii 'drag')

this suffix takes the form -le after a CVV verb radical and the form -¢ after
either a CV or a CVC verb radical. In many cases the imperative suffix appears
to be optional, e.g. yem or yemé 'singl'. In a few verbs it takes an excep-
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tional form {e.g. sho 'clean', shd|¥ 'clean!'), However, it cannot be pre-
sent if either (a) the verb form has more than one syllable; or (b) a monosyl-
labic CV verb belongs to the H tone class. In the latter case the imperative
verb carries a M tone: wd 'drink', wo 'drink!'. Since these suffixless im-
perative forms carry M tone, it is necessary to first assign the suffix, to
derive a pattern B hypothetical form wo-£ and then delete the suffix (cf. the
optional variants of 'sing!' given above. Finally, there is some evidence
that in cases where the suffix is optional, the suffixed variant has a weaker
imperative force, e.g. cem 'dig!' (a command) vs. cemé 'dig!' {an instruction),
both from cém 'dig'.

Negative imperative forms are considerably more complex than their affirm-
ative counterparts:

f> wd kfun ke 'don't hit!! f5 wd kfliné ke ‘'don't be hitting!'
5 wd tdn ke 'don't refuse!! f> wd tone ke  ‘don't be refusing!'
5 wd ddfsd ke 'don't pushl!! f5 wd ddmsé ke 'don't be pushing!®
5 wo cfmsé ke ‘'don't pacifyl! 5 wd cimsd ke ‘'don't be pacifying!!

The structure of these utterances is NEG + 'you sg.' + verb + NEG., As in

the infinitives, tone pattern C is used for nom-PROG forms, while pattern A
is used for PROG forms, While the subject pronoun wd 'you sg.' is indicated
here with L tone, it can alternative be realized with LM tone, e.g. 5 wo tdn
ke 'den't refusel', ' ‘

Other imperatives (e.g. lst and 2nd person pl.) use tone pattern C as
well, e.g. bdh kfun 'hit!' (you pl.), bd tdn 'let's refuse!'. The latter
form appears to be derived from bdbwd 'you and I' + t8n. Notice the lack of
the imperative suffix in these forms, as in the negatives.

4. Overview of the system. The'exact realization of the different verb
forms are of course affected by considerations of tense, aspect, mood and po-
larity. In addition, there are significant differences in the realizations
of the different tenses etc. in main vs. relative vs. consecutive clauses.
For this reason, the treatment of verb conjugations is presented in three se-
parate chapters, with one chapter devoted to each clause. The affirmative
and negative forms are given for each tense, as are the progressive and non-
progressive. We shall have need, therefore, of the following features:

REL : relative/non-relative

CNS consecutive/non-consecutive
PROG : progressive/non-progressive
NEG : negative/affirmative

FUT future/non-future

TOD : today/mon-today

NEAR : near/far

FOC "even" focus/'"uneven" focus

The first two features, REL and CNS, define the three constructions which will
serve as the basis for the following three chapters: Chapter 12 will deal with
main clauses, which are [-REL, -CNS], Chapter 13 with relative clauses, which
are [+REL, -CNS], and Chapter 14 with consecutive clauses, which are [-REL,
+CNS]. (The fourth feature combination, [+REL, +CNS], does not exist.) The
feature specification [+NEG] refers to negative polarity, while [-NEG] refers
to affirmative pelarity. The feature PROG is addressed below.

The following three features, FUT, TOD and NEAR, define the eight dis-
tinguishable tenses or time distinctions recognized by the language. These
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tenses have the feature specifications seen in the following table:

[FUT]
[TOD]
[NEAR]

]

The first feature, FUT, distinguishes future from non-future tenses. As
seen, F , Fy, Fy and Fz are all [+FUT], while P,, Py, P and Pz are [-FUT].
In the abbreviafions for these tenses, F stands for "future", while P stands
for 'non-future" (i.e. either past or present, as indicated below).

Both the [+FUT] and [-FUT] tenses show four degrees of remoteness. The
designation "zero" in P, and F, indicates 0 degree of remoteness from the
time of speaking, while the integers 1, 2 and 3 indicate further degrees,
in the order indicated. The most common time references indicated by these
tenses are the following:

P, ' present/immediate past 'to have just X'ed'
Py : earlier today

Pz : yesterday or some days ago

Pz : a long time ago

F, : dimmediate future 'to be about to X'

F; : later today

F; : tomorrow or some days from now

Fz : a long time from now

The key to this analysis is seen in the two meanings of P,:  if the Py is
[+RROG] it has a present tense meaning, e.g. b3 kflnd [ 'they are hitting.
1f the same tense is [-PROG], it has an immediate past or present perfect
meaning, e.g. b3 kflin |3 'they have (just) hit'. Normally, when the PROG
suffix is added to a past or future temnse, we obtain the progressive 'ing'
reading for that tense, e.g. 'they hit' vs. 'they were hitting', 'they will
hit' vs. 'they will be hitting'. It is in the P, that the PROG form changes
a past tense into a present tense. The past tense which is so changed is,
of course, a perfect of sorts, a past tense which has a close tie to or
relevance for the present. Because of this relationship between the present
and the immediate past, the most major tense distinction in the language is
that between [+FUT] and [-FUT] (cf. Anderson's (1979) treatment of nearby
Aghem, which has certain features in common, but which differs in having a
completive/non-completive aspect, rather than a progressive/non-progressive).

Following the treatment of Bamileke-Dschang by Hyman (1980), the differ-
ent degrees of past and future will be distinguished by means of the features
TOD and NEAR. Tenses which refer to events occurring on the same day of the
discourse are [+TOD], i.e. Py, P1, Fg, F1, while tenses which refer to events
not occurring on the same day are [-TOD], i.e. P, P3, Fp, F3. Finally, within
each of the TOD specifications there is a near vs. far variant: [+TOD, +NEAR}
indicates present or immediate past. or future; [+TOD, -NEAR] indicates earlier
and later today; [-TOD, +NEAR] indicates some days ago or from now; and [-~TOD,
-NEAR] indicates a long time ago or from now.

The reason why the feature NEAR is used is because of the subjectivity
that may in some cases lead a speaker to use one or the other tense. An event
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which took place some weeks ago, for example, will be in the Py ([-TOD, +NEAR])
1f the speaker chooses to regard the time point as relatively close to today;
it will be in the Pz ([-TOD, -NEAR]) if he chooses to regard the time point as
not close to today, and so forth. 1In other words, except for the today/non-
today distinction, it would be incorrect to define tenses in terms of objective
time reference.

The last feature which will be used in the following chapters is FOC. 1In
main clauses only, and only among [-FUT] tenses, there is a distinction between
"focused" and '"non-focused" verb forms, While this distinction will come up
in later chapters, it can be illustrated by means of the following sentences:

[+FOC] : b3 of ndd kflin Wan 'they hit a child' (P2)
[-FOC] :  bd cf kflin wan S et o il

Both sentences report the same event with the same time reference. However,
the internal focus structure is different. The first sentence is neutral,
and could be uttered out of the blue. The second sentence appears only in
answer to a question (e.g. 'whom did they hit?'). The [+FOC] variant has
the auxiliary ndd which indicates even focus among the arguments of the sen-
tence and the action of the verb. It places emphasis, if anywhere, on the
fact that the action took place (cf. Watters' (1979) notion of "truth value
focus" for Aghem). Because the [+FOC] variant has a foregrounding function,
it is usually not found in relative clauses (but cf. Chapter 19), which are
considered to have a backgrounding referential function.

In the following chapters the different conjugations will be presented
in the following order:

I. [-PROG]
A. [-FUT]
1. [-NEG]
a. [-FoC]
b. [+FOC]
2, [+NEG]
B. [+FUT]
1. [-NEG]
2. [+NEG]
II. [+PROG]
A.  [-FUT]
1. [-NEG]
2. [+NEG]
B. [+FUT]
1. [-NEG]
2, [+NEG]

This is done first for main clauses ([-REL, -CNS]) in Chapter 12; then for
relative clauses ([+REL, -CNS]) in Chapter 13; and then for consecutive clauses
([-REL, +CNS]) in Chapter 14. A summary is provided in Chapter 15.
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12

VEre ConJueaTion [I: Main CLAUSES

1. . [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG, -FOC]. In this chapter we shall present the
verb conjugations for main clauses:. We shall follow the outline given at
the end of Chapter 11 .and therefore begin with non-progressive, non-future,
affirmative tenses. Since these show a focus distinction, as alluded to
in the previous chapter, we shall begin with the [-FOC] variants.

The tenses included under this heading include the Py, P1, Pp and Ps.
We shall continue to use the verbs kfun 'hit’, tén 'refuse', domsé 'push’
and cfmsé 'pacify' to illustrate the two tone patterns on monosyllabic and
bisyllabic verb forms.

1.1. [-FOC], Py. As seen in the following sentences, the [-FOC] Pq
has a @ tense marker and takes tone pattern B:

b4 kféin 15 'they have just hit'

bd t8n 13  'they have just refused!
b3 ddmsd |5 "they have just pushed’
b4 cimsé 15 fthey have just pacified’

The marker |5 'just' is required in order te make these sentences complete.
The same will be seen in the other [-FOC] tenses in main clauses.

1.2. [-FOC], P7. This tense utilizes the auxiliary bé and tone pattern A:
b4 b& kfun |5  'they hit' (earlier today)

b bé toh Id 'they refused’

b3 bd ddmsd |15 'they pushed'

b4 b cimsd |5 'they pacified’

The tone pattern on monosyllabic H tone verbs such as tdén 'refuse' is irregular.
For this reason we shall consider the [-FOC] P to be marked by a suffix with

L tone, -V, whose tonal effect is seen only on tSh (which would otherwise have
been realized t8n in pattern A).

1.3. [-FOC], Pg. This tense utilizes the auxiliary ci (probably from
the main verb c& 'spend the night') and tone pattern B:

b3 cf kflin I3  'they hit' (yesterday, some days ago)
bd cf t6n 13 'they refused!

b4 cf ddmsd 15  Tthey pushed’

bd cf cimsé 14 'they pacified'

1.4. [-Foc], Pz. This tense utilizes the auxiliary t3 (from the main
verb t3 'come') and tone pattern B:

b3 t5 kflin 15  'they hit' (a long time ago)
b3 t5 tdn 13 'they refused’

b3 15 ddmsdé 1> 'they pushed’

bd t5 cimsé 13 'they pacified’

Y

Note that the LH tone on the verb in 'they refused' is the result of the tone
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rule referred to in Chapter 2 whereby a H tone becomes LH in close conjunction
with a preceding L. We shall see a number of applications of this rule in the
verb forms in this and successive chapters.

2. [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG, +FOC]. The above four non-progressive affirmative
tenses have [+FOC] counterparts which are complete and cannot cooccur with [5.

2.1. [+FOC], P,. This tense is formed with the auxiliary ndd and tone
pattern A:

b3 ndd kfln 'they have hit! b3 ndd ddmsd 'they have pushed!

b ndd t8n  tthey have refused'  bd ndd clmsd '"they have pacified!

The origin of the marker nd3, which will be seen in other [+FOC] tenses, is
nd "copula, focus marker' + €, as can be seen in the slow variant b3 nd & kfin
'they have hit'.

2.2. [+FOC], Py. This tense utilizes the auxiliary béd, which is from
bé+e, and tone pattern A:

b3 béE kflin 'they hit' (today)  bd b&E ddmed 'they pushed!
b bét tBh  'they refused’ bS b€t cimsdé 'they pacified®

2.3. [+FOC], Ps. This tense adds n3d to the auxiliary c¢f seen in the
[-FOC] variant. The tone pattern changes to A:

b ef ndd kfln  'they hit! (vesterday, some days ago)
b3 cf ndd t&n "they refused’

b3 cf ndd ddmsd 'they pushed'

b3 of ndd cimsé 'they pacified'

2.4. [+FOC], Pz. This tense adds ndd to the auxiliary t3 seen in the
[-FOC] variant. Again the tome pattern changes to A:

bd t3 ndd kfln  'they hit' (a long time ago)
b3 t5 ndd 1&n 'they refused’

b3 13 ndd ddmsé  "they pushed:

b3 t3 ndd cimsé  'they pacified’

3. [-PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. Since there are no focus variants in the nega-
tive, the following non-progressive P, - Pz forms correspond to both focus vari-
ants of affirmatives above:

3.1, [+NEG], B,. In all of the non-progressive, non-future negatives
the negative marker b4 (variant bdd) is inserted between the tense auxiliary
(if any) and the verb. 1In addition, ke is added at the end of the clause:

b3 b4 kfun ke 'they haven't hit'

b3 bd tén ke  'they haven't refused!
b3 bd domsd 'they haven't pushed!
b3 bd cimsé "they haven't pacified'

Since the P, does not use a tense auxiliary, the negative marker bd stands
between the subject and the verb. The tone pattern is C in all non-progressive
negative forms. Notice, finally, that ke takes the place of I3 in completing
the above sentences. .
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3.2. [+NEG]}, P7.. This tense follows the above rule except that the
negative marker is realized with a LH tone:

b3 bd b¥ Kfun ke 'they didn't hit' (earlier today)
b3 b& bd tén ke "they didn't refuse’

b3 bé bi dohsd ke 'they didn't push'

b3 bé& b¥ cfmsé ke 'they didn't pacify’

Because of the unpredictable tonal alternation, we assume that there is a L
tone preceding the negative marker b4 in just this tense. This L tone should
be compared with the L which was postulated after the main verb in the [-FOC]
affirmative Pj.

3.3. [+NEG], Pg. This tense follows the normal pattern C with bé:

b3 of b4 kfun ke 'they didn't hit' (yesterday, some days ago)
b c¢f b4 tén ke "they didn't refuse’

bd ¢f b4 domsd ke 'they didn't -push'

b cf bd cimsé ke ‘'they didn't pacify’

%,4. [+NEG], Pz. This tense is also regular. The negative marker is
realized LH because of the preceding L tone of the temse auxiliary tde

bd t5 b¥ kfun ke 'they didn't hit' (a long time ago)
bd t> b3 tdn ke "they didn't refuse’

bd 5 b¥ dShsd ke 'they didn't push'

b3 t3 b¥ cfmsd ke !they didn't.pacify’

4, [-PROG, +FUT, -NEG]. All future tenses are built on the future marker
né (variant nGd, which may mark emphasis). This marker is derived from the
copula verb 'be' of the same form. There are mo focus variants in the future
tenses, nor is |5 required to make the utterances complete.

4.1. [-NEG], Fp. This tense uses the future marker nd without any fur-
ther tense auxiliary. -In this and all other non-progressive future verb forms,
the tone pattern is C:

b3 nd kfun 'they are about to hit'
b3 nd tén tthey are about to refuse'
b4 né domsd 'they are about to push'
b nf cfmsé 'they are about to pacify’

4.2. [-NEG], F7. This tense uses the auxiliary géé (probably from the
main verb ge 'make, do').

bd nd g kfun 'they will hit' (later toeday; indefinite)
b3 nd géé tén *they will refuse'

b3 nd géé dohsé ‘tthey will push'

b3 nd 988 cimsé 'they will pacify’

While the F; expresses future actioms later in the same day, it expresses a
less definite future than the F, tense. In general the time distinctions
blur somewhat more in the future than in the past tenses.

4,3, [-NEG], Fg. This tense uses the auxiliary béy (from the main verb
bdy 'exit, reach'), and the normal tome pattern C:
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b3 nd bdy kfun 'they will hit! (tomorrow, some days from now)
b3 nd 6y tdn "they will refuse!

b3 nd bdy domsg 'they will push'

b3 nl bdy cimsd 'they will pacify!

4.4. [-NEG], Fz. This tense uses the auxiliary y{d§ (from the main verb
y4d 'dawn, be clear'):

b3 nd yai kfun  'they will hit' (a long time from now)
b4 nd yGd tén "they will refuse!

b3 nd ydd dShs¥ 'they will push!

b nd ydd cfmsd 'they will pacify’

5. [-PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. All future and/or progressive verb tenses form
their negatives by placing kf at the beginning of the clause and ke at the end
of the clause. In addition, the marker ya can optionally appear immediately
after the subject.

5.1. [+NEG], F,. This tense is formed as indicated above., In all non-
progressive future negatives the tonal pattern is C:

k€ bS (y&) nll kfun ke 'they are not about to hit'
k€ b3 (vd) nl #én ke "they are not about to refuse'
k€ b3 (yd) nl¥l dShsd ke 'they are not about to push'
k€ b3 (y&) nli cfmsé ke 'they are not about to pacify!

Although the negative marker ya is optional, as indicated by the parentheses,
the tone on the future marker nd is LH even when yd is mot present. This would
seem to indicate that it is present underlyingly and is deleted optionally
after it has changed n{ to nd.

5.2. [+NEG], F7. This tense follows the general pattern,

k¢ bS (yd) nl 984 kfun ke 'they will not hit' {later today)
k€ b3 (yd) nli-gdd tén ke ‘they will not refuse'

ké b3 (y&) nY gdd domsé ke 'they will not push!

k€ b3 (yd) nii géé cfmsé ke 'they will not pacify’

5.3. [+NEG], Fg. This tense follows the general pattern.

k€ b3 (y2) nli by kfun ke "they will not hit' (tomorrow, some days from
kE b3 (yd) nl bdy t8n ke 'they will not refuse! now)
k€ b3 (y&) nl bdy dohsd ke 'they will not push!’

k& b3 (y&) nli bdy cfmsé ke 'they will not pacify!

5.4, [+NEG], Fz. This tense follows the same general pattern, again
with pre-clause ké, post-clause ke, and optional ya with tone pattern C:

KE b3 (y&) nl vdd Kkfun ke "they will not hit' (a long time from now)
k€ 63 (ya) nii yGd tén ke "they will not refuse'

k€ b3 (y&) nli vdd domsE ke "they will not push'

kE b3 (yd) nd yid cimsé ke "they will not pacify'

6. . [+PROG, -FUT, -NEG]. Progressive verb forms utilize the PROG mark-
ing described in Chapter 10, In addition to the suffixal modifications that
were emumerated, the tones of [+PROG] forms can be quite different from those
of their [-PROG] counterparts. : :
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6.1. [-NEG], 0. The [+PROG] P, tense has a present tense progressive
meaning and will be indicated as the "0 tense. As seen in the following
examples, it requires the same tone pattern B as its [-PROG] counterpart
and the same 15 to make the utterance complete:

b3 kfun& 15 'they are hitting'
bd tond |3  'they are refusing'
b3 ddms& 15 'they are pushing'
bd cimsé 13 'they are pacifying'

6.2. [-NEG], P7. This tense uses tone pattern A exactly as its [-PROG,
~-FOC] variant:

o4 b& kflnk IS  'they were (just) hitting' (earlier today)
b3 bd tond |5  'they were (just) refusing'

b3 bé ddms: 1> ‘'they were (just) pushing'

" l b

b3 bd cims: |5 'they were (just) pacifying'

-

6.3. [-NEG], Pg. Again, the only difference between this and its
[~PROG, -FOC] variant is the presence of the PROG suffix on 'hitting' and
trefusing'. Thus, tone pattern B is used:

b3 of kfund 1> 'they were (just) hitting' (vesterday, some days ago)

b3 cf tond |15  'they were (just) refusing’

b3 cf ddmsd (5 ‘'they were (just) pushing'

b of cimsd 13 'they were {just) pacifying'

Because doms® 'push' and cfimsé 'pacify' do not change in the PROG, the above
sentences are ambiguous with [+PROG] and [-PROG] readings.

: 6.4, [-NEG], Pz. Again, tone pattern B is used exactly as in the [-PROG,
-FOC] instances of the Pz tense:

b4 15 kfund 15 'they were (just) hitting' (a long time age)
b3 15 tond 13  "they were (just) refusing’

b3 t3 ddmsd 15 'they were (just) pushing'

b3 t3 cimsd 15 'they were (just} pacifying'

7. [+PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. The negative of progressive non-future tenses
is exactly the same as non-progressive futures: kf at the beginning of the
clause, ke at the end of the clause, and y4 optionally just after the subject.

7.1. [+NEG], 0. 8ince there is no auxiliary in the 0 tense, the op-
tional y& appears directly before the verb:

k€ b3 (yd) kflind ke 'they are not hitting'
k€ b3 (y&) toné ke  'they are not refusing'
k& b3 (yd) ddms® ke 'they are not pushing'
kf b3 (yd) cimsé ke 'they are not pacifying'

The tone pattern for all progressive negatives is A.

7.2, [+NEG], P7. The forms for this tense are as expected, except
that the tense marker is pronounced om a M tone, i.e. be. This probably
reflects the change from bé to bd, which then simplified to M. The same
simplification will be noted in the P forms.
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ké b3 (yd) be kflné ke 'they were not hitting' (earlier today)
ké b3 (yd) be tond ke  'they were not refusing’

ké b3 (yd) be ddmsd ke 'they were not pushing'

ké bd (yd) be cimsé ke 'they were mot pacifying’

7.3. [+NEG}, Pz. The forms again are regular except that the tense marker
carries a M tone:

k€ b3 (y3) ci kfund ke 'they were not hitting', (yesterday, some days ago)
ké b3 (yd) ci tond ke 'they were not refusing’

ké bd (yd) cl ddmsé ke 'they were not pushing'

k€ b3 (yd) ci cimsdé ke 'they were not pacifying?

7.4. [+NEG], P3. This tense is realized as expected, i.e. with initial
k€, final ke, and tone pattern A:

ké b3 (yd) t3 kflnd ke 'they were not hittimg! ta long time ago)
k€ b3 (yd) t> tond ke  'they were not refusing'

k€ b3 (ya) t5 ddmsdé ke 'they were not pushing!'

k€ b3 (yd) td cims® ke 'they were not pacifying'

: 8. [+PROG, +FUT, -NEG]. Future progressives also take tone pattern A
in all cases. As seen in the following paradigms, everything remains identi-
cal to the non-PROG forms except for tone. The verb, of course, takes the
expected PROG form as predicted by Chapter 10,

8.1. [-NEG], F,.

bS nd kfindé 'they are about to be hitting'
b3 nd toné  'they are about to be refusing’
bS nd ddmsb 'they are about to be pushing'
b3 nd cimsd 'they are about to be pacifying'

8.2. [-NEG], Fy.

84 nd gé8 kflndé 'they will be hitting' (later today; indefinite)
b3 nd géé tond  'they will be refusing'

b3 nd g&é ddmsd 'they will be pushing’

bS nd géé cimsé 'they will be pacifying'

8.3. [-NEG], Fs.

b3 nd bdy kflind 'they will be hitting' (tomorrow, some days from now)
bd nd bdy toné  'they will be refusing'

b3 nd bdy ddmsd 'they will be pushing!

b8 nd bdy cimsd 'they will be pacifying'

8.4. [-NEG], Fs.

b3 nd ydd kfind "they will be hitting' (a long time from now)
b3 nd ydd toné  'they will be refusing'

b3 nd ydd ddmsé *they will be pushing'

b3 nd ydd cimsd 'they will be pacifying'

It is recalled that the PROG and non-PROG forms of 'push' and 'pacify' are
identical except for tone.
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9. [+PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. Like the non-PROG future tenses, [+PROG] ¥, - Fz
form their negative by Placing kfé at the beginning of the clause, ke at the
end, and (optionally) ya immediately after the suhject. Unlike the [-PROG]
negative future tenses, which take tone pattern C, these tenses take tone
pattern A.

9.1. [+NEG], Fy.

kiint ke 'they are not about to be hitting'

ké b3 (yd) nl
n¥ tond ke  'they are not about to be refusing'
v
U
i

ké bd (yd)
ké b3 (y&) n
ké b3 (yd) n

ddmsé ke 'they are not about to be pushing'
cimsé ke 'they are not about to be pacifying'

9,2. [+NEG], Fj.

x€ bd (yd) nli géé kflné ke 'they will not be hitting' (later today; in-
k& b3 (ya) nY g8 tond ke  'they will not be refusing’ definite)

k& b3 (yd) nli géé ddms® ke 'they will not be pushing'

k& b3 (ya) nf géé cims® ke 'they will not be pacifying'

9.3. [+NEG], Fg.

ké b3 (yd)
ké b3 (yd)
k€ bd (yh)
k€ b3 (va)

5
C<cetece
o
O
<

bdy kflnd ke 'they will not be hitting' (tomorrow, some
tond ke ‘'they will not be refusing'. days from now)
bdy ddmsé ke ‘'they will not be pushing’

b&y cimsd ke ‘they will not be pacifying'

e B

9.4. [+NEG], F3-

k€ bd (y&) nd ydd kfun®d ke 'they will not be hitting' {(a long time from
k€ b3 (y3) ni yidi toné ke  'they will not be refusing' now)

k€ b3 (yd) ni ydd ddmsd ke 'they will mot be pushing'

ké bd (ya) ni ydd cimsé ke 'they will mot be pacifying’

In all of the above forms the future marker ntl has a LH tone because it is
preceded by underlying ya, which optiocnally deletes by rule.

10. Compound Pz and Fz. The feature system introduced in Chapter 11
treats both the P3 and Fz as [-TOD, -NEAR]. The claim inherent in this fea-
ture system is that these two distant temses constitute a natural class, i.e.
they share semantic properties. Significant confirmation of this claim is
derived from the fact that the Pz marker td can be added to the F3 and the Fg

marker y(f can be added to the Pg3:

bd td ndd tor

©n 'they refused'- (a long time ago; definite time)
b3 t5 ndd yuld tén 'they refused' (a long time ago; indefinite time)
b3 nf yGd tén - 'they will refuse' (a long time from now; definite time)
b3 nl t5 ydd tén  'they will refuse' (@ long time from now; indefinite time)

{Although the [+FOC] variant of the P3 is seen in the first pair of sentences,
the [-FOC] is obtained by deleting n3> and adding 13 to make the utterances
complete.) The Pz marker precedes the F3 marker in both tenses. By combining
the two a less definite time reference is interpreted: in the simple Pz and
Fz the speaker probably knows when or approximately when the event took place
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or will take place. In the compound forms, the speaker probably does not know
when or if the event did or will take place. We shall see in Chapter 18 that
Noni can allow several auxiliaries to cccur in sequence before the main verb.

11.  Irregular verbs. There are a number of verbs which are irregular
in one or the other verb paradigm. Since we have addressed the question or
irregular PROG forms in Chapter 10, the irregular forms which require discus-
sion here are those occurring in [-PROG] tenses.

11.1. OV radicals, CVV radicals undergo obligatory vowel shortening
in [-PROG, -FUT, -FOC] tenses. The most common pattern is for the CVV syl-
lable to shorten to GV and add 4. 18 such verbs were elicited with this
pattern, of which 7 are cited for illustrative purposes:

b3 shil& (3 'they have just come dawn' (shii 'come down from')
b3 belé 15  'they have just cried (b&é reryn)

bf celd I3 'they have just pierced’ (c€é 'pierce')

b3 tuld 15 'they have just carried' {(tdd "carry on head')
b3 scié 15  "they have just knotted! {séé 'knot')

b3 £51& 15 'they have just borrowed’ (foo 'borrow')

b s&l& 15  'they have just torn’ {s@a 'tear')

The above forms are in the [-FOC] P, It is tempting to relate this |1& suf-
fix to the 1€ found in PROG forms of CVV radicals, e.g. bd shiVi& 15 'they
are coming down'. However, this could not account in any general way for
the following exceptions to the above pattern:

{a) Four verbs have been found which shorten their vowel but do not
take 14:

b3 <7 15 'they have just dragged!’ {cii 'drag")

b3 kf 13 'they have just called/hooted! (kff 'call by hooting'}

b8 ff 15 's.o, has just tired of them' (fif 'to tire s.0. of sth.'}
bS k& 14 'they have just ground’ {kaa 'to grind')

(b) Six verbs shorten their vowel and take a suffix ke:

b3 mék& 13 'they have Just.carried (child)' (mee 'carry a child!')
b3 gtk& 15 'they have just put? (ges 'put')

b3 dtk& 15 'they have just cooked! (dee 'cook')

b3 fuké 15 'they have just become satiated' (fdd 'become satiated')
bd boké i3 'they have just borne 2 child’ (b33 'bear a child')

b3 yoké 1> 'they have just built' (y33 'huild)

The variant bd d&1& |3 'they have just cooked’ has also been recorded.
(c) Three verbs have been found which shorten their vowel and take -ne:
bS bené 15 'they have just accepted/they are accepting' (béd 'accept')

b3 send 15 'they have just told/they are telling' (sdd 'tell!)
b3 tené 15 'they have just called/they are calling' (t&& r'calim)

As seen in section 4.2 of Chapter 10, the forms with -ne are also found in
the PROG. This means that the above sentences are ambiguous, as indicated,
between Py and 0 readings: Finally, there is the following exceptional verh:

b8 konté 15 'they have just caught' (k34 'catch')
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It is significant to note that H tone verbs of groups (b) and (¢) are
also tonally exceptional. Instead of having LM tone in tone pattern A, they
show a ML pattern:

b3 ndd bod 'they have borne a child'
b4 ndd yod 'they have built’

b4 ndd bed 'they have accepted’

b3 ndd sed 'they have told!

What this reveals is that bd3 'bear a child', y33 'build', béé 'accept’, séé

'tell!, etc. are bisyllabic, i.e. they consist of a CV syllable followed by
a V syllable. The velar consonants k and n probably were once part of the
verb stem, which may thus have been either CVC or, more likely, CVCV. By
treating verbs in (b) and (c¢) as bisyllabic, we can assign their tones as we
do to verbs such as cimsé 'pacify', e.g. bd n3d cims: 'they have pacified’.

11.2. Tonal exceptions. We have accounted for the tonal irregularities
of the verbs in (b) and (¢) in a principled way. A few additional verbs show
other tonal irregularities.

First, the following two verbs have LH instead of LM in tohe pattern A:

b4 ndd dié 'they have eaten’ (dfé teat!)
02 ndS fY  'they have helped'  (ff 'help, take')

No explanation for this irregular tonal behavior comes to mind.

The second set of tonal irregularities concerns L tone verhs having the
-m 'positional’ extension (Chapter 9, section 3.3). Where other verbs show
tone pattern C, these verbs show tone pattern B:

k&é-J1fm  'to lie down'
k&d-shYfm 'to hang oneself’
kbd-Fl1fm  'to hide oneself’

It may be that verbs of the form CVVm are actually inherently progressive, i.e.
'to be lying down', etc. The following recorded pair of sentences shows that
at least for the verb ngviidm 'kneel', a vowel shortening process accounts for
the observed [-PROG] reading:

b3 ngvuumd 1> 'they are kneeling' (as.a group}
bd povumé 1>  Tthey have just knelt'

These verbs require further investigation 'in the different tense/aspects.
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VErB ConuucaTion II1: RELATIVE CLAUSES

Some tenses are realized differently according to whether they occur in
- a main vs, relative clause. For this reason, relative clause tenses are

treated in a separate chapter. The differences which are found may be tonal
and/or segmental, Although the sentences cited below are all object relati-
vized, relative clause tenses are uniform whatever the type of relative clause,
(As seen in Chapter 19, subject relatives involve a LM tone relative pronoun,
while all other relative constructions utilize a L tone relative pronoun.)
In describing the various tenses as they occeur in relative clauses, we shall
follow the same outline as in the preceding chapter.

1. [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG, -FOC]. The [-FOC] variants of these tenses are
much more frequently attested in relative clauses than their [+FOC] variants.
Significantly, they do not require |5 to complete the clause.

1.1. [-FOC], P,. This tense does not differ from its realization in
main clauses, Thus, the following examples show tone pattern B:

wé wvll bd Kkflin  'the person they have hit'

we wvll b3 tdn "the person they have refused'
wé wvl bd ddms& 'the person they have pushed'
we wvl b3 cimsé 'the person they have pacified!

1.2. [-FOC], P7. This tense also is identical to its counterpart in
main clauses, i.e. it takes tome pattern A and a L tone suffixed to the verb:

wé wvl bd bé kfln  'the person they hit' (earlier teday)
wd wvl bd bé toh 'the person they refused'

we wvl b3 bé ddmsé 'the person they pushed!

wé wvl b8 bd cimsé 'they person they pacified’

1.3. [-FOC], P5. This tense differs from its realization in main clauses
in two ways: (a) it takes tone pattern A instead of B, and (h) it requires the
suffix -1& {realized -& after a consonant and optionally after a short vowel) :

wé wvll b3 cf kfin®  'the person they hit! (yesterday, some days ago)
wé wvll b3 cf tond 'the person they refused'

we wvll b3 cf ddmsil 'the person they pushed'

wé wvl bS cf cimst® 'the person they pacified'

It is noted in the last two examples that se+ec is realized -SEE.

1.4. [-FOC], Pz. This tense also has tone pattern A (rather than the
B found in main clauses) and takes the same suffix as the [-FOC] Py:

we wvl b3 td kflin®  'the person they hit' (a long time ago)
we wvll b3 t3 tond *the person they refused!

we wvl b3 t3 ddmsd2 'the person they pushed!

we wvll b3 t5 cimséd 'the person they pacified

The Pz marker t3 may be deleted in affirmative relative clauses, e.g. wé wvl
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bd kflnd 'the person they hit' (a long time ago).

2. [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG, +FOC]. These tenses do not differ from their
counterparts in main clauses. Thus, as seen below,

we wvll b3 ndd kflin "the person they have hit' (Pg)
we wvll bd bEE kiln 'the person they hit" (P1)
wh wvl b3 cf ndd kflin 'the person they hit' (P2)
wh wvl 55 3 ndd> kfln 'the person they hit' (P3)

they take tone pattern A and do not acquire the -13 suffix seen in [-PROG,
-FUT, -NEG, -FOC] P; and P3 relatives. Their specific function in relative
clauses is discussed in Chapter 19.

3. [-PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. These tenses are identical with their main
clause counterparts. As seen in the following examples,

wd wvl bd b kfun ke "the person they haven't hit' (Pq)
wh wvl b3 bd bY kfun ke 'the person they didn't hit' (Py)
W wvb b3 of b& kfun ke 'the person they didn't hit' (P2)
wh wvl b3 td b¥ kfun ke 'the person they didn't hit’ (P3)

they thus take b3 in the Py, Pz and P3 or bd in the P1. (The LH tone on the
underlying bd in the Pz is conditioned by the preceding L of t5.} They all
have clause-final ke and tone pattern C, as in main clauses.

4. [-PROG, +FUT, -NEG]. The future tenses Fo-F3 appear exactly as in
main clauses, i.e. with tome pattern C:

we wvl b3 nd kfun 'the person they are about to hit' (Fo)

we wvll b3 nd g8 kfun 'the person they will hit' (F1)
we wvll b3 nd bdy kfun 'the person they will hit' (F2)
ws wvl b4 nG @& kfun 'the person they will hit' (F3)

5. [-PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. There are two patterns of negation in relative
future tenses. One is identical to the main clause except {a) clause-initial
k¢ is not present, and (b) yd is obligatory:

we wvl b3 vd nl kfun ke 'the person they are not about to hit' (Fol
we wvl b3 ya nl g&é kfun ke 'the person they will not hit' (F1)
ws wvl b3 ya nl bdy kfun ke 'the person they will not hit' (Fg)
we wvl b3 yh nli yGd kfun ke 'the person they will not hit' (Fy)

As in the main clause, the tone pattern is C and the clause ends with ke.

The second pattern of negativizing relative future tenses is by placing
t5 y& between nil and the future auxiliary (if there is one). Again, the tone
pattern is C:

5 ya kfun wan ke 'the person they are not about to hit? (Fg)
t5 ya gdé kfun wan ke 'the person they will not hit' (Fp).
#5 ya bdy kfun wan ke 'the person they will not hit' (Fz)
5 v& yld kfun wan ke 'the person they will not hit' (F3)

we wvl bd n
we wvl b3 n
we wvl bd n
wd wvl b3 n

Faci ey =

Recall the negative imperative markers fd ya (fy ya'?) seen in section 3 of
Chapter 11, which also took tone pattern C. The marker f5 apparently comes

from the verb fdn 'refuse' and intensifies the negation.
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6. [+PROG, -FUT, -NEG]. These tenses are equivalent to their main
clause counterparts. As seen in the following examples,

we wvll bS kflind "the person they are hitting' (0)

we wvl b3 bé kflind 'the person they were hitting' (P71}
we wvll bd cf kflind 'the person they were hitting' (P3)
we wvl b3 t3 kfln& ‘'the person they were hitting' (P3)

the P) contipues to be distinguished from the 0, P2 and P3 tenses in taking
tone pattern A instead of tonme pattern B. This same pattern was observed

in Chapter 12 in the affirmative [-PROG, ~FOC) and [+PROG] tenses in sections
1 and 6, respectively (see also the summary in Chapter 15).

7. [+PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. These tenses cause some confusion, In main
clauses the negatives of non-future progressive tenses all took tone pattern
A, The main clause construction consisted of initial ké, final ke, and op-
tional y4. This same construction can be used in relative clauses except,
as seen above in section 5, the clause-initial k€ is not present and the marker
ya is obligatory. However, two tone patterns have been noted. First, in
ovbject relative constructions pattern A has been recorded (with some uncer-
tainty in the 0 tense,:whose B tone pattern should be verified):

we wvll b3 vd Kkfbnd ke 'the person they are not hitting' (0)

we wvl b3 y& b¥ kflind ke 'the person they were not hitting' (Pp)
we wvl bd y& cY kflind ke 'the person they were not hitting' (P3)
we wvl b3 yd 13 kflndé ke 'the person they were not hitting' (Pz)

In subject relative constructions, however, the marker y4 has H tone and the
overall tone pattern is A for P; and B for 0, Py and P3:

wd wVd yd kflund ke 'the person who is not hitting' (0)

we wWi b& y& kfiund ke 'the person who was not hitting' (Pp)
weé wiI cf y& kflnd ke 'the person who was not hitting!' (P3)
wed wil' td yd kfling ke !'the person who was not hitting' (P3)

As a further complication, an alternative negative construction is available
using the b4 negative marker seen in section 3:

wé wvl b3 bd kflind ke "the person they are not hitting' (0)

we wvll b3 bé b¥ kflnd ke 'the person they were mot hitting' (P;)
we wvl b3 cf b4 kflind ke 'the person they were not hitting' (Pj)
we wvlt bt b¥ kflnd ke 'the person they were not hitting' (P3)

As observed, this construction imposes tone pattern A on all four tenses,

8. [+PROG, +FUT, -NEG]. As in main clauses, future progressives
take tome pattern A:

we wvll b né kfund 'the person they are about to be hitting' (F,)
we wvll b3 nd 988 kflurd 'the person they will be hitting' (Fj)
we wvl b3 nd bdy kfind 'the person they will be hitting' (Fj)
we wvlt b3 nl ydd kfund 'the person they will be hitting' (Fz)

9. [+PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. As in the non-future progressives, there are
two megative relative comstructions. The first utilizes y& and assigns the
expected tone pattern A:
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X
We
\
we
X
We
“
we

wvll
wvli
Wyl
wvil

b3 yv& nll
b3 va nll
b3 ya nt
b3 va nll

kfling ke 'the person they are not about to be hitting'(Fy)
gé& kflun® ke 'the person they will not be hitting' (Fj)
bdy kflind ke 'the person they will not be hitting' (F3)
yli kfund ke 'the person they will not be hitting' (F3)

The second negative censtruction utilizes f5 y& and, again, tone pattern A:

y
we
\
we
3
we
LY
we

wvll
wvll
wvll
wyl

bd nd 5
b4 nd 3
b nd 5
bd nd 5

ya kflnd ke 'the person they are not about to be

v géé kflind ke hitting' (Fg)
v& bdy kflind ke 'the person they will not be hitting’

va ydd kflund ke (F1,F2,F3, respectively)

Since Noni speakers in villages such as Mbinon and Lassin are said to pro-
nounce 5 y& as t4né ya, we see the etymology of the first of the two nega-
tive markers from the main verb fdn 'refuse' (cf. Chapter 14, section 10}.
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VERB ConJusaTION IV: CONSECUTIVE CLAUSES

The term 'consecutive" refers to verb conjunction without an overtly
expressed subject. As seen in the following examples,

b3 ef ndd yv&n / Ebin "they sang and danced!

b3 cf ndd misé/ided bdgkfl  'they finished cooking yams'
b3 cf ndd lewtd / 2gEh 3w¥y 'they ran to market'

b3 of nd% lewtt / ighdw me 'they ran faster than I'

this construction has a number of different, though related functions in
Noni. In the above examples, all in the [+FOC] Pp tense, the consecutivized
‘verb is separated from the first main verb by a slash (/). The first sen-
tence has a consecutive verb form &bin '& danced' used simply to represent
the coordination of two actions, (The second normally, but not necessarily,
follows the first.) In the second sentence it is observed that the consecu-
tive verb form tdet '§ cooked' provides a complement tothe verb mesd 'finish'.
In the third sentence, &gEh '§ went' is a directional verb which is required
to indicate motion towards the market. The sentence literally means 'they
ran and went to market'. Were 2gEhH not present, the meaning would be 'they
ran at the market', i.e. there would Be no direction, only movement within

a locality. Finally, the last sentence involves the consecutive verb form
Eghdw ' overcame, § was superior to'. Tt thus literally means 'they ran

and overcame me', one of the most frequent ways to éxpress a comparative in
the language. It can be noted that Noni does not use constructions with
*take' + a consecutive verb form, as has been reported in Eastern Grassfields
Bantu, e.g. Bamileke-Fe!'fe! (Hyman 1971).

In the following sections we shall simply assume the context 'to sing!'
followed by a consecutive verb form, e.g. 'they sang and hit', "they are
singing and hitting'. Since this does not sound complete, we may add the
object boom 'children' to complete the sense. We shall follow the same out-
line for the presentation of verb forms as in previous chapters. However,
it is important to note that the binary verbal features refer to the tense,
aspect and polarity of the main verb that precedes the consecutive form. 1In
the last sections of this chapter we shall see examples where the feature
specification [+NEG] refers exclusively to the consecutive clause.

1. [~PROG, ~-FUT, -NEG, -FOC]. These tenses all take a special consecu-
tive verb form carrying tone pattern D.

1.1. [-FOC], P,. As seen in the following examples, a consecutive
verb following a Py tense takes a prefix & with its D tonal pattern:

b3 ydm > EkfTh bosm  'they have just sung and hit children'

b3 vém 13 2t8n boom "they have just sung and refused children’
yém 15 £dohsd boom 'they have just sung and pushed children'
b3 yém i5 2cimsé boom 'they have just sung and pacified children'

The L-HL-L of '§ pacified' is also heard as L-H-L, i.e. &cimsd boom '§ paci-
fied children'. We shall continue to transcribe it with the contour tone,
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1.2, [-FOC)}, P;. The consecutive forms following a Py verb are identi-
cal to those just seen for the P,:

b4 bé yoh EkfUh boom  'they sang and hit children’ (earlier today)
b3 bé yeh ttdn boom 'they sang and refused children'

b3 bd yeh td3hmss boom 'they sang and pushed children'

b3 b& yah tcimsd boom 'they sang and pacified children’

1.3. [-FOC}, Pg. Again, the forms are identical to the Pg:

bd cf yém EkiTh boom 'they sang and hit children' (yesterday, some days
b3 cf yém £t8n boom *they sang and refused children' ago)
b4 of yém bdohsdé boom 'they sang and pushed children!

b cf ydm tcimsd boom 'they sang and pacified children’

1.4. [-FOC], Pz. In this case the tones are the same as the above, but
the prefix & is not present:

b3 td yém kfuh boom 'they sang and hit children' (a long time ago).
b3 t3 ydm tén boom tthey sang and refused children!

b t5 ydm ddhsé boom 'they sang and pushed children'

b3 t5 y¥m cimed boom 'they sang and pacified children'

In the second sentence we note that the consecutive verb form tén '& refused'
does not have the rising tone seen in the preceding examples. From this we
safely conclude that the L of the prefix &- causes the H of '§ refuse' to be-
come a LH rising tone.

2. [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG, +FOC]. The [+FOC] variants of the Pg- P3 temses
take exactly the same consecutive verb forms as their [-FOC] counterparts, as
seen in the following representative sentences:

-'b4 ndd yém tkfuh boom 'they have sung and hit children' (Po)
b4 bé: yan Ekfuh boom . 'they sang and hit children! PD)

b4 cf ndd> yBm kfTh boom ‘'they sang .and hit children’ (P2)

b3 t3 ndd yeh kfUh boom  'they sang and hit children' (P3)

3. [-PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. After a negative (and [-PROG]) Po, P1, P2 oOr
P3, the consecutive form consists of the bare verb with tone pattern C:

b3 bd yém kfun boom ke "they haven't sung and hit children' (Pg)
b5 b& b% yém kfun boom ke 'they didn't sing and hit children’ (Py)
bd cf b4 yém kfun boom ke ‘'they didn't sing and hit children' (P3)
b3 t5 b¥ yém kfun boom ke ‘'they didn't sing and hit childreén' (P3)

In this case the consecutive verb forms take the same tonal pattern as the
main verb. The negative marker ke comes at the end of the clause.

4. [-PROG, +FUT, -NEG]. After a [-PROG] affirmative future tenmse, the
consecutive verb again takes a tone pattern C, like the main verb:

b3 nd y&m kfun boom 'they are about to sing and hit ¢hildren' (Fo)
b3 né géé yém kfun boom 'they will sing and hit children' (F1)

b3 né bdy yém kfun boom 'they will sing and hit children' (F2)

bd nd ydd

yém kfun boom 'they will sing and hit children' (F3)
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5. [-PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. The same consecutive forms with tone pattern
C are found after [-PROG] future negatives as were seen after the correspond-
ing affirmatives in section 4:

k& b3 nd yém kfun boom ke 'they are not about to sing and hit children' (Fq
k& b3 ad géd vém kfun boom ke 'they will not sing and hit children' (Fj)
ké b3 nd bdy yém kfun boom ke "they will not sing and hit children!' (F3)
k& b3 nd ydd yém kfun boom ke "they will not sing and hit children' (Fgz)

6. [+PROG, -FUT, -NEG]. 4IZ [+PROG] tenses take a [+PROG] consecutive
verb form with tone pattern A, Since there are no divergences from this pat-
tern, we shall continue to illustrate these tenses with the verb 'to hit' only.

b3 yemtéd kflind boom 'they are singing and hitting children' (0)

b3 bé yemtd kflnd baom 'they were singing and hitting children' (P1)
b3 of vemtd kflind bosm 'they were singing and hitting children' (P2)
b3 t5 yemtd kfind boom "they were singing and hitting children' (P3)

7. [+PROG, -FUT, +NEG]. In the following sentences we have left the
optional megative marker yi out:

ké b8 yemtd kflind boom ke 'they are not singing and hitting children'(0)
K b3 be yemtd kflnd boom ke "they were not singing and hitting children'
k€ b3 ci yemtd kflind baom ke T (Py) (P1)
ké b3 td yemtd kflund boom ke T (P3)

8. [+PROG, +FUT, -NEG].

b3 nd yemtd kfundé boom 'they are about to be singing and hitting child-
b3 nd géé yemtd kflund boom Tthey will be singing and hitting ren' (Fq)
b3 nd bdy yemtd kflnd boom children'

b3 nd yi§ yemt® kflnd boom (F1, F2, F3, respectively)

9. [+PROG, +FUT, +NEG].

k€ b3 nl vemtd kflnd ke 'they are not about to be singing and hitting
ké b3 nil gdd yemtd kflnd ke children' (Fg)

ké b3 ndl bdy yemté kflnd ke "they will not be singing and hitting children'
ké b3 nit ydd yemts kflnd ke {F1, F2, Fz, respectively)

16. Since the above forms show one subject held constant for two (or
potentially more) verbs, the comsecutive construction is strictly speaking
not a clause in its own right. (The sequential construction, treated in Chap-
ter 20, involves a change of subject and therefore does constitute a clause,)
However, because it can have certain independent properties, we will continue
to refer to it as a clause. In reality we have a succession of wverb phrases.

One such independent property is negation. In all of the above examples
involving negation, the negative marking was conditicned by the first or main
verb, but carried through the sentence. In the following subsections we shall
consider cases where only the consecutive verb phrase is negative.

10.1. [-PROG, ~FUT, #NEG]. The following sets of sentences illustrate
the construction used when the main verb is affirmative, but the consecutive
verb is negative. Again we see that the form (&) fwd or its variant (&) fdné
appears as a negative marker, although derived from the main verb 'refuse',
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b3 ndd yein fwd ya kfun boom ke  'they have sung and not hit children' (0)
b3 n3d vem £fwd v tdn boom ke *they have sung and not refused children'

b3 ndd yom Efwd va dohmsé boom ke they have sung and not pushed children'

B3 ndd yEm &fud va cimsé boom ke 'they have sung and not pacified children'

b b&E yem :fwd y3 kfun boom ke  'they sang and didn't hit children' (P1)
etc.

b4 cf ndd yan tfwd y& kfun boom ke 'they sang and didn't hit children' (P32)
etc,

b3 t5 ndd yEh fwd v kfun boom ke  'they sang and didn't hit children' (P3)
B 3 ndd yam fwd vE tdn boom ke "they sang and didn't refuse children'
b3 15 ndd yam fwd v3 dofsé boom ke 'they sang and didn't push children'

b4 5 ndd vam fud y& cimsé boom ke 'they sang and didn't pacify children'

As seen in section 1, consecutive verbs following [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG] tenses
take tone pattern D and in all but the P3 a prefix t-. The negative marker
fwd/fdné shows this same alternation between tfwd in Py, P1 and Pz, and fwd

in Pz, It therefore is clearly a verb to take this verb prefix. Perhaps
these sentemces once meant 'they sang and refused to hit children'. Note that
the consecutive verbs appear in tonal pattern C.

10.2. [-PROG, +FUT, +NEG]. If the non-progressive tense is future, a
sequential comstruction must be used, e.g.

b3 né yém b3 shd kfun boom ke 'they are about to sing and not hit child-
ren' (Fo)

The above is not a consecutive comstruction because the subject bd 'they' is
repeated in the second clause. The marker sha, note, probably derives from
sé 'before' + y& 'negative’.

10.3. [+PROG, +NEG]. Since very little material was collected of this
type, our discussion will have to be restricted to the 0 temse, for which
forms like the following were noted:

b3 yemté vyh kflnd boom ke 'they are singing and not hitting children’

This construction with yh and PROG verb forms taking tone pattern A can pro-
bably be generalized to any of the [+#PROG] tenses.
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SumMARY AND RULES

- in the following table:

[-REL, -CNS,
~PROG, -NEG]

[-REL, -CNS,
-PROG, +NEG]
[-REL, -CNS,
+PROG, -NEG]
[-REL, -CNS,
+PROG, +NEG]

[+REL, -CNS,
-PROG, ~NEG]
[+REL, -CNS,
-PROG, +NEG]
[+REL, -CNS,
+PROG, -NEG]
[+REL, -CNS,
+PROG, +NEG]

[-REL, +CNS,
-PROG, -NEG]
[-REL, +CNS,
-PROG, +NEG]
[-REL, +CNS,
+PROG, -NEG]
[-REL, +CNS,
+PROG, +NEG]

the preceding chapters are summarized

A (CRY) B (*R7) C ('R D (‘RY)
Po-P3 [+FOC] Py, Py, P3 Fy-F3
P1 [-FOC] [-FOC], Imp
pO_PS) FO_
Fz, Imp
P1, Fu-Fz 0, Py, P3
Tmp
0, Pl—P.'E: Fo-
Fz, Imp
P1-P3 [-FOC] P, [-FOC] Fy-F3
Pg-P3 [+FOC]
Po-P3, Fp-
F3
Py, Fo-F3 0,P,, P3
P1-P3, Fy-F3 0
Fo-F3, Imp Po-P3
Po-P3, Fg-
Fz, Imp
0, P1-P3, Fo- '
Fz, Imp
0, Py-P3, Fg-
Fz, Imp

In the above table the imperative (Imp) has
not exemplified all of its properties (e.g.
We have not included the bZ negatives found

Looking over this distribution,

evident.

following questions arise:

(1) Should we assign patterns, e.g. A-D

ing tones, e.g. ‘R', ‘R’, ‘R’, and 'R‘?

(2) Should these
classes (e.g. realis v

been included, although we have
imperative + consecutive verb).
in progressive relatives.

a number of recurrent patterns become
It is not clear how these patterns should be accounted for. The

» or pre- and post-posed float-

patterns and/or floating tones be grouped into semantie
s. irrealis)?
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(3) Should the rules be conditioned directly by the above tense, aspect
and polarity features, or by the constructions in which the different feature
combinations occur?

This last question is particularly interesting. Most tenses in Noni
involve auxiliary verbs which of course combine with a following main verb.
Now the question arises as to the nature of the construction holding between
each auxiliary and main verb combination. Consider, for example, the fact
that [-PROG] future consecutives are characterized by tone pattern C. At
the same time, however, [-PROG] futures have this tone pattern in main
clauses. Since the future tenses employ verbal auxiliaries, one might argue
that the main verb is in a econsecutivized form, and therefore, that tone pat-
tern C is, basically, a consecutive tone pattern.

We shall not attempt to resolve the difficulties arising in these dif-
ferent approaches. Rather, we shall present one set of rules assigning. pat-
terns on the basis of the features REL, CNS, PROG, NEG and the tense features,
These may serve as a first attempt and perhaps a basis for further investi-
gation.

2. fhe rules. The above table indicates several general patterns. It
also has exceptions. In presenting the following set of ordered rules, it
has been decided that exceptional tone assignments should come earliest, fol-
lowed by the more general rules. It is mot claimed that these rules are de-
finitive, especially since some tenses are left out {e.g. tones in sequential
clauses). It is interesting, however, that once the exceptions are accounted
for by specific rules, so much can be predicted by referring to the class
features. :

2.1. Pg and Pz ~le. The first rule assigns tone pattern A and -le to
the P» and Pz as follows:

"-RUT +REL
L»TOD] — Al /| _paog

-NEG
-FOC
The tenses Py and Pz are referred to with the feature specifications [-FUT,
-TOD]. The tone pattern and -l¢ suffix are assigned only in relative clauses
where the two tenses are non-pregressive, affirmative and non-focused. Note
that the L tone found on the suffix is part of the tone pattern, rather than
belonging directly to the suffix.

2.2. P7. A glance at the table reveals that the Pj tenseusually takes
tone pattern A, whatever the cooccurring feature specificatiens. ‘This fact
is captured by the following rule:

[ -FuT ]
+TOD —3 A (except [-PROG, +NEG1)
LfNEARJ

2.3, Pyp-Ps consecutives. The rare tone pattern D is assigned to these
consecutives when they are non-progressive and affirmative:

r+cns
| -FUT
| -PROG
| -NEG

— D
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It should be noted that the feature specifications [-FUT, -PROG, -NEG] are
obtained from the main verb. Also, an additional statement will be needed
to spell out the prefix £ which characterizes the Py, P1 and P2 consecutive.

2.4. [+FOC]. As seen in the table, all [+FOC] verb forms receive tone
pattern A:

{+FoC] ->» A

2.5. DTone patterm A, At this point three rules remain to assign the
general cases of tone patterns A, C and B. These will be given in this
slightly reordered way.

The first general rule assigns tone pattern A whenever the feature
specification [+PROG] combines with any of the following: [+CNS], [+FUT]
or [+NEG]. This rule is presented informally as follows:

[+PROG] + {[+cNs], [+FUT], [+NeG]} —  a

Thus, a consecutive progressive, a future progressive or a negative progres-
sive tense will automatically receive tone pattern A. = Some feature combina-
tions will, of course, have more than one of the required features, e.g. the
verb tenses- which are [+CNS, +PROG, +FUT, +NEG], which have all four!

2.6. [Tone patterm C. The general rule for the assignment of tone pat-
tern C is as follows:

[-prOG] +  f[+FuT], [+NEG}} =% g

Any tense which is either [-PROG, +FUT] or [-PROG, +NEG] will receive tone
pattern C at this point.

2.7. 1Tbne patterm B, Since this is the last rule, we have the possi-
bility of stating this last tone assignment as applying "elsewhere'. How-
ever, because the remaining forms constitute a natural class, namely [-FUT],
we shall state this rule as follows without further comment:

[-FUT] —» B

3. Excepiioms. Further refinements may be needed as more data are
incorporated. Most of the potential exceptions have been accounted for by
the specific rules which precede the last three rules, However, we have not
account for either the relative progressive negatives with bd, or the 0 rela-
tive progressive negative which has B rather than the expected A tone. This
latter tense may thus have to be considered an excepticn. Finally, recall
from page 64 that there are some tonal irregularities that have either to do
with specific verb forms (e.g. df& ‘eat', fi 'help, take') or with a defin-
able class of verbs, those taking the -m 'positional! extension, e.g. jifm
'lie down'. These will have to be incorporated within the analysis somehow,
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PART IV: BASIC SENTENCE STRUCTURE

16

Worp ORDER AND GRAMMATICAL RELATIONS

1. Basic word order. Noni is a typical SVO language whose unmarked
word order is:

S AUX V DO 10 X

In a Noni sentence with neutral focus (see below), the subject (S) will pre-
cede the auxiliary (AUX), which in turn precedes the main verb (V). After
the verb will come the direct object (DO) and indirect object (IO} followed
by any additional adverbials or prepositional phrases (e.g. locatives, tem-
porals). An example of a neutral sentence with all of the above elements

is the sentence

b of #&  kéngdm € boom fagd 'they gave plantains to
they Py gave plantains to children yesterday children yesterday’
S AUX V¥V Do I0 X

In the above example the [-FOC] P, temse is used and the X of the formula
S AUX V DO I0 X is represented by a temporal adverb.

Noni sentences have been observed to diverge from this pattern in two
different sijtuations. First, a focused subject is postposed immediately
after the verb:

g et R bd kéngdm ¢ boom fogd 'they gave plantains
DS Py gave they plantains 1o ehildren yesterday  to children yesterday!

In this sentence the subject b3 'they' occurs immediately after the verb,
indicating that it is focused (as, for éxample, in response to the question
'who gave plantains to children yesterday', or as a contrast to someone else
giving plantains to children yesterday). The initial subject pesition re-
mains basic, however, as seen by the obligatory dummy subject (DS} marker

¢ which appears in this position. Everything else remains the same (i.e.
the DO precedes the 10 which precedes the time adverbial).

The second divergence concerns the indirect object relation. A limited
number of Noni verbs, e.g. 'to give', allow an alternative construction as
seen in the sentence

bS cf fé baom b3 kéngsm fogd 'they gave plantains to
they Py gave children with plantains yesterday children yesterday*

A different preposition is used (bd 'with' instead of ¢ 'to'} and the word
order of 'plantains' and 'children' is reversed. One could maintain, how-
ever, that in this last sentence the DO is tchildren' and the indirect (or
"obligue'™) object is 'plantains' (cf. section 4).
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2. Ihe subject relation. As seen in the preceding examples, the sub-
ject is expected to be initial in its clause, although it may be postposed
immediately after the verb if it is to be focused. The subject pronouns are
exactly as given at the beginning of Chapter 4. The six primary human sub-
Ject pronouns are illustrated with the intransitive verb gwe 'fall' below:

me ngwd 13 'I have just fallen'

wd gwé [d 'you [sg] have just fallen'
wvl gwé 13 'he/she has just fallen!'
bdsén gwdk¥n I3 ‘'we [excl] have just fallen'
bén gwdk¥n 13 'you [pl] have just fallen'
b3 gwekEn I3 "they have just fallen!

These examples illustrate several important points about the subject-verb
relation in Noni. First, the sentence me ngwd I35 'I have just fallen' shows
a homorganic nasal on the verb. This nasal must appear on all verbs (includ-
ing auxiliaries) when the subject is me 'I', e.g.

me né ntd nydd pkfun wan 'I will hit a child' [a long time from now, Fg]
me ncf ndd nyém EnkfUh win 'I sang and hit a child! [yesterday, P;]

These sentences show the nasal prefixes on various tense auxiliaries. The
auxiliaries ndb '[+FOC]' and nd '[+FUT]' do not take a nasal prefix, although
they begin with a nasal. COtherwise all verbs take 1st person singular sub-
ject-verb agreement and all auxiliaries taking this agreement are verbs. The
s¢cond example above shows that this agreement process even extends into con-
secutive clauses. The example

me nyemté nyd mbind ke 'I am singing and not dancing'

shows nasal agreement not only on the main verbs 'sing' and 'dance', but also
on the negative morpheme yi, This suggests that the latter form is alsc a
verb, at least when used consecutively as in the example.

The second interesting point about the examples 'fall' above is that a
plural subject conditions a verbal suffix -ken. This particular suffix was
discussed and further exemplified in section 2.3 of Chapter 9, where it was
identified as the “iterative" extension. If -ken were absent in the examples
with plural subjects, this would mean that the affected persons all fell at
once, i.e. as a group. Thus, a sentence such as b3 gwé& 15 'they have just
fallen' would be appropriate if the falling people had been tied together and
then fell,

Finally, [-PROG, -FUT, -FOC] verb forms require a verbal complement. A
sentence such as *bd gwd is ungrammatical. ' For this reason the verbal focus
marker |5 is required in the above examples. In the [+FOC] variants, however,
the verb can occur finally, e.g. bd ndd gwd 'they have fallen'.

3. [The direct object relation. The direct object (DO) occurs immedi-
ately after the verb and is not marked by any preposition, e.g.

b3 nd3 kfln wan '"they have hit a child' (Pg)
yunsé ci ndd di& kdéngdm 'Yungse cooked plantains' (Pj3)
me nd mbdy wé mbvuh 'I will drink wine' (Fg)

The object pronouns are identical to the subject pronouns as enumerated in
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Chapter 4, e.g.

b3 gdmté me 'they are looking for me’

bE gimté wd 'they are looking for you [sg]'
bd gdmtd wvl "they are looking for him/her'
b3 gdmi& bbsdn 'they are looking for us [excl]'
b4 gdmté bén 'they are looking for you [pl]'
bd gdmt& bd 'they are looking for them'

It was seen in Chapter 9, section 3.4, that an extension of the shape -Cen is
sometimes used to express reciprocal actions, &.8.

b4 tendné 15 they are calling each other' (cf. t4& 'call’)
b3 Kkdndné 15 tthey love each other' {cf. kop "love')

This extension is more rarely used for reflexive actions. Instead, the nouns
ye 'body' and ckole thead' (pl. bikoc) appear in object position for this
purpose:

84 yend ye b3 14 they see themselves' (lit. they see their
bodies, cl. 10)
bd kwddkE blkoo bibd31€ 'they are thinking of themselves (lit. they
are thinking of their heads, cl. &)

Thus, there is no reflexive pronoun in Noni.

4. Indiveet objects. There are a number of ways in which Noni can
express recipient and benefactive relations to the verb. Although these
are typically referred to as windirect objects' in English, as in "John
bought Mary a new car" (where "Mary" would be an indirect object}, we
shall use this term to refer only to such objects which, as in the English
example, do not take a preposition. To continue the parallel, "Mary" would
not be an indirect object, but rather an '"oblique" object in the sentence
"John bought a new car for Mary". g

Defining indirect objects in this way, there are relatively few instances
of a verb taking tws noun complements, neither of which requires a preposition.
Some examples are as follows:

me n35 ngdy win bénkfl "I have bought yams for the child [to eat]'

me ndd ngdsé win bénkfl "1 have sold yams for the child ['s benmefit]'
me ndd R& wan bénkfl "1 have given yams for the child ['s benefit]’
me ndd nc)insd win bégkfli 'I have sent yams for the child [to eat]’

me ndd> niém wan wé 1T have cultivated the field for the child

['s benefit]'

As can be seen in the translations, indirect object wan 'child! in these
examples represents the person for whose benefit an action is carried out.
This notion of “benefactee'" can occasionally be realized also by the prepo-
sition £, e.g.

me ndd ndit win benkfl '1 have cooked yams for the child [to eat]'
me ndd nddd bénkfl & wan ( = same)

These two sentences both indicate that the cooking of yams tock place for
the child's benefit. Normally, however, & indicates a directional recip-
jent. Thus, contrast the sentence 'I have sent yams for the child [to eat]',
given above, with the following:
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me ndd nclinsd bdnkf¥ ¢ wan 'I have sent yams to the child'

Also, the meaning of 'for someone's benefit' is expressable through a pos-
sessive construction, e.g.

me n33 nlém wé nfin 'I have cultivated the field for the chief ['s
benefit]' (lit. 'the field of the chief')

As we shall see in the next chapter, the postposition |4 unambiguously in-
dicates 'for' in the sense of 'in the place of!, e.g.

me n3d nddt bdnkfl wan & 'T have cooked yams for the child' (i.e. in
his place)

Thus, to summarize, we find the following:

V 0z 0p : '0; for 02's benefit!

V. 0 & 0y : '0y to/from 0" (occasionally !for 02's benefit')
V 0p 03 1& : '01 for (in the place of) 0y

V 01 Tof' 03 : '01 for 03's benefit!

We have omitted from this summary the function of b4 'with', which was seen
with the verb 'give' at the beginning of this chapter. The different uses
of this preposition will be seen in Chapter 17,
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17

OBLIQUE AND ADVERBIAL COMPLEMENTS

1. Definitions. In the preceding chapter we distinguished between
direct and indirect objects. However, so-called indirect obiects were seen
to be of at least two types: (a) a noun or noun phrase appearing directly
after the verb without & preposition or postposition; or (b) & moun or noun
phrase appearing after a potentially present direct object and marked by

either the preposition £ or the postposition 14. Because of the similar
semantic interpretation of 'child' in such sentence pairs as,

me ndd nddt wan bepfki
me ndd ndii benkfl & wan

both of which mean 'I have cocked yams for the child's benefit’, it is
tempting to identify both instances of tehild! as "indirect objects". In
this semantic approach the difference between an unmarked and a preposi-
tionally marked noun (phrase) is ignored.

In this chapter we shall consider only the latter type of noun phrase,
i.e. one marked with either a preposition such as £, or by.a postposition.
The two interpretations of the first sentence are that itis a sentence with
the structure S AUX V IO DO, or a sentence with the structure S AUX V DC DO.
In the first analysis the word order given as basic at the beginning of Chap-
ter 16 is violated; in the second analysis, two undifferentiated DO's are
postulated. While we tend toward the second analysis;, what will be critical
for the present discussion is simply whether a noun phrase is oblique or mot.
It will be considered oblique in just the cases where a preposition or post-
position is required. After exemplifying the major oblique relations recog-
nized by Nomi, we shall consider the various adverbials and particles which
occur in post-verbal position in the sentence.

2. The prepositicon e. We have already seen a number of instances of
this preposition. Most of the examples translate € as 'to'. Depending on
the semantics of the verb, however, this preposition can mean ‘from':

me ncoonké kbngdm € kwsdn 'I am stealing plantains from the woman'

b3 AY1& kéngdm & kwodn 'they are hiding plantains from the woman'
b 11 kéngdm & kwodn 'they are receiving plantains from the woman'
b3 gdyté kéngdm & kwodn ‘they are buying yams from the woman'

The last sentence is ambiguous and can also mean 'they are buying yams for

the woman's benefit'. Although € can indicate 'to' and 'from' it is, strictly
speaking, not a directional preposition. Thus, a sentence such as the first
above does not necessarily mean that you are stealing plantains from the

place where the woman is, or from her person. For this purpose the preposi-
tion f5 is used {see below).

3. The postposition 14, This postposition has the meaning tfor' in
the sense of 'in the place of' or 'in someone's stead'. It is realized 1é
after a vowel, & after a consonant. It is most definitely related to loca-
tive 14 (see p. 14 and below), which may appear with other prepositions or
alone. 1In addition to the 'for' interpretation of this postposition, the
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verbs yén 'see', bl 'follow', gay 'greet', f{! 'be tired of', kom 'touch'
and cfné 'leave' require |4 after their complement:

me nd3d nyEn we 18§ 'I have seen someone’

me nd> mbl win & 'I have followed the child'
me n3d ngdy kwodn & I have greeted the woman'
me ndd nfli wan & "the child is tired of me'
me ndd nkdm fyed |4 'I have touched something'
me ndd ncind wén &  'I have left the child'

But for this postposition the nouns wé 'person', win 'child', kwodn 'woman'
and fyed 'thing' would be direct objects in the above sentences. Perhaps the
18 marking indicates a kind of indirect object that is lexically conditioned
by the verb. Thus, one 'sees to someone', 'touches to something' etc.

4. The preposition bd. This preposition was already seen in the sen-
tence bd cf R4 boom b3 kéngdm fogd Tthey gave plantains to the children yes-
terday', on p.76. TIts literal meaning is 'with'. Thus, in this sentence,
one 'gives the children with plantains' (cf, English 'provide someone with
something'). In the following sentences it is noted that b3 is used with
directional verbs (e.g. 14 'come') to mean 'take/bring something to!':

me ndd ntS bd bénkfl e wd  'I have brought yams to you'
me n3d nt% wd bd bdngkfl 'I have brought you yams' (for your benefit)
me ndd nty” bd bdnkfl wd [& I have brought yams for you' ({in your place)

The prepositional phrase bd b&nkfll 'with yams' co-occurs with the three-way
opposition we saw on p.79.

This use of bJ may be termed 'comitative'. In conjoining two humans, the
following distinct possibilities have been noted:

me ntdd b4 wan  'I am bringing the child'
me ntdd bed wih 'I am coming with the child'
bed win t38 15  'the child and I are coming'

The first sentence indicates that I am carrying the child, i.e. that he is not
walking along side of me. The second sentence indicates that I am leading,
but that the child is walking on his own. Finally, the last sentence repre-
sents a true coordination of two noun phrases: the child and I are coming as
equals. It is noted that the second and third sentences employ compound pro-
nouns as described in Chapter 4, Thus, perhaps b3 'with' comes from bd 'they'.

The other major use of bd is in an instrumental sense, as seen in the
following sentence:

me ndd nste Rdm bd 3RS 'I have cut meat with a knife'

When the comitative or instrumental phrase involves a potential pronoun,
the form dvil substitutes for bd + a noun:

me n3d nste BAm dvd 'I have cut meat with it!
35 A% wvl avli "I have given him it'

There is no corresponding form for human referents, The form dvd is of course
related to locative class 18,
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5. [ILocative complements. We examined the locative classes 16-18 on
pp. 13-14. These and other locative constructions are further illustrated
in the following subsections.

5.1. (lass 16. This locative class involves the locative prefix -
'to, at', which occasions the appropriate noun class agreements seen below:

fiwdy fome tat my market’

f3wdy fen 'at this market'

f5y6wé fo wan 'at the compound/house of the child’
t5f% f5 kwodn ‘'om the woman's head'

The first two examples, fowdy 'at the market' and fiy&wé 'at the compound,
at the house', involve locativized nouns which exist in other noun classes,
cf. why 'market' 3/13, yéw 'house' 9/10. The form 3% 'on the head', on
the other hand, exists only in class 16 (cf. also £5f%144n 'at the summit
[of a tree, mountain etec.]', for which no corresponding non-locative noun
has been found).

As seen, the normal meaning of class 16 4~ is 'to, at'. With this mean-
ing, these locatives often occur as complements:

wvli tooté ken fHkS 'he is throwing firewood to/on the ground'
b ndd tom nwd 5 winé 'they have sent the book to the child!

It is conceivable in the second sentence that the locativized noun could mean
"for the child'. Compare the following synonymous sentences, one of which
uses fb-, the other &:

b ndd t&m wan f5 bvudviu bwdw & 'they have sent the child in his
b4 ndd tom wan & bvudvdu bwéw & place’

Both prepositional phrases (written here with the preposition f and post-
position |é as separate words) indicate 'for him' in the sense of 'in his
stead'. It is interesting to note that while 3 is used to indicate direc-
tion toward a person, it may not required with a place name, e.g.

b3 n3d tOm wan nkd ‘'they have sent the child to Nkor'

Finally, while the preposition usually indicates direction toward something
or someone, it acquires the meaning 'from' after certain verbs:

me ndS nd f5 wir &  'I have left the child’
wvll ndd lewt® fdwdy ‘'he has rum fram in the market’

5.2. (lass 17. Class 17 locatives usually begin with g- (with either
L or M tone). Some examples with modifiers are as follows:

eje jan 'in this road’ {(j& 'road' 9/10)
tntd jo fliw 'inside the Tat' (keté 'stomach' 7/8)
Ej3d jome tin my stream' (]3> twater, stream' 9/10)

These examples all show a preposition g 'in' and, as indicated, derive from
nouns found in other classes. In some cases no corresponding noun is known:

gkt funder'
g¢mdly *in the mouth'
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In other cases the base noun is known, but the derivation is irregular. Thus,
in addition to #ntd 'inside', which derives from the class 7 variant etd of
keté 'stomach' (see p.10)}, we have the following:

&k&  'in the bag' (ckeld 'bag' 7/8)
tkdw 'in the bush' (ekdwe 'bush' 7/8)

These forms both lose their final - in forming a class 17 locative (as well
" as undergoing tonal changes, which mark class 17 formation in other cases we
have seen}.

Examples of class 17 locatives appearing as verb complements are as
follows:

b3 ndd A& bvulem &mdl jo wan 'they have given (put) fufu in the
chiid's mouth'
b3 nd> boy wh 2wdy jan 'they have already come out of this market!

5.3. (lass 18. Only three locative class 18 forms have been found in
the language. These are illustrated below with modifiers:

y&w dvume 'in my house' (y&w 'house' 9/10)
¢oh dvun 'in this hut' (ecdn 'hut' 9/10)

cif dvu kwsdn 'around the woman's waist!

Two of the three class 18 forms have corresponding non-locative counterparts,
as indicated.

While class 18 locatives are only three in number, their pronominal form
dvii is used widely as a replacive for b3 'with' + a noun, e.g.

wan wyl me Aagy{ bd kdnkfl 'the child to whom I :am feeding with yams'
kénkfll k& me Fanyl wan dvd 'the yams I am feeding the child (with)'

The meaning of the second relative clause is literally 'the yams that I am
feeding the child with them' (cf. section 4).

5.4. Other locatives. The two most frequent locative constructions
are &...1& "in' and yi...14 'on'. We have seen instances of the former in
section 5.2. Not all such prepositional phrases are instances of class 17,
however. Instead, an option is often observed as in the following:

& gwed jo wvl 'in his ceiling' (gwed 'ceiling' 3/4)
& ogwed wl 1§ 0w oom I

Either & is used alone and in class 17, or it is used in combination with the
postposition 14, and the locativized noun remains in its original class. Ad-

ditional examples of locative complements with &...]& include:
me mbéE mbisd kAW & mbdsd 1% 'T added salt to the soup' (Pr)
yoh yin nd & nkdn & 'these tomatoes are about to be fried'
yah yin cf nd & nddt 18 "these tomatoes were to be cooked'

The last two examples show that verbs can be placed in the &...1é construc-

tion to derive a stative verbal form (lit. 'these tomatoes are in frying’,
etc.). As seen in the following additional examples, a nasal prefix is also
required:
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tngoy! 'to be broken’ (ngdy 'break')
tnshdl & tto be cleaned' (sho 'clean')
Enfdd1é 'to be borrowed' (foo 'borrow')
tnghwld 'to be divided! (gaw 'divide')
Enyoyl "to be twisted' {y3y 'twist')
tmbomé 'to be moulded' {bdm 'mould')
entoné 'to be refused’ (tén 'refuse’)
ényénéié *to be opened' (yEh& 'open')
BRTIEIg 'to be hidden' (K7€ 'hide')
tnkawyt & 'to be chopped’ {xdwyé 'chap')
Sntfussl® 'to be retaliated' (tfdsé 'retaliate')
gmboo 18 "to be given birth' (b34 'give birth')

As indicated, it seems most appropriate to write these forms as one word.

The second common locative is yi...|& which has the functions indicated
in the following examples:

me nd ntd yi kéd kin & 'T will come during this week'
wvll ndd gwe yi ete 18 ‘he has fallen from the tree'
wvl feld me yi bvudéft & 'he is taller than I
me ndd ntdy vyi wan é 'I have accused the child’
The basic meaning of yi...l& is 'on' as seen in the simple examples:
y! y&% & ‘'on the house'

y! ebd 1& ‘on the hand'

However, the preceding sentences show that this construction can be used
temporally (to indicate duration) as in 'I will come during this week' (cf.
yl bildh 1§ 'for years'). The second sentence can be interpreted as 'he has
fallen from on the tree', while the third sentence literally means 'he sur-
passes me on height', cf, the following:

wli feld me yi bvufdnd [& ‘'he is fatter than I' (bvufént 'fatness')
woll felé& me yi bvujftt 1% ‘he is heavier than I' {bvujftt "weight')

Finally, the verb tdy taccuse' appears to require yi...lé and must be so
marked in the lexicon.

Other locatives are usually derived from nouns or other locatives, e.g.
tntd [&n 'between' (from &ntd 'inside' [from etd 'stomach'} + 1€g '2'), &jim
'behind' (from jim 'back'; but cf, Ejim 'at the back'), etc.

6. Adverbs. ' There are a number of adverbs in Noni which cccur after
the verb, hence in complement position. We shall divide these into three
categories: aspectual, temporal and manner adverbs.

6.1. Aspectual adverbs. The three adverbs considered to be in this
category are wa 'already', 13 'just, instead', and k€ 'only'. These adverbs
a1l occur between the verb and the first post-verbal complement (e.g. the
direct object, if there is one). The following sentences illustrate the
use of wh 'already' with a variety of tenses:

ntdn ndd ked wh 'the pot has (already) broken' (lit. tdied")
yunse cf bY wh &j¥m fowdy ‘Yungse followed (alr.) behind to market'
me nel ndd mésd wh Ended bdnkfl 'I finished (alr.) cooking yams'

me ndtd|d wh bankfl 'I am (already) cooking yams'



85

These sentences are in the Py [+FOC], P, [-FOC], P2 [+FOC] and O tenses, re-
spectively, indicating that wéd has a more general use than English 'already'.

The second aspectual adverb is the i3 we have seen in preceding chapters.
If a [-FUT, -FOC] verb is not followed by a complement of some type, |3 is re-
quired, e.g.

bés&n gwdd 135 'we are falling' [as a group]
me nt3d (3 'I am coming'

bdsén gwé id 'we have just fallen®

me ncf td 13 'I just came, I aame!

5\

yunsd lewté wd |5 'Yungse is already running'

The tense is 0 is the first two sentences, Py [-FOC] in the third, and Pp [-FOC]
in the fourth. The last sentence demonstrates that the adverb wd does not count
as a verbal complement, since this sentence would not be acceptable if 15 were
not present. (The wf is thus an expansion of the verb, rather than of the verb
phrase, as we have also discovered for corresponding adverbs in Aghem.)

In the above sentences, we cannot delete |5 or else the remaining forms
are ungrammatical. The |5 which is present thus either completes the [-FUT,
-FOC] verb, or, places additional focus on the verh itself, In case there is

a complement, e.g. an object, I3 is not required, e.g.
me nkflund wan 'I am hitting a child' (0)
me nkflin wan 'I have hit a ehild'  (Py, [-FOC])
me nci akfln wan 'I hit a child! (P2, [-FOC])

In the 0 tense, a normal present tense sentence is obtained. In the {-FOC]
Pg, P1 and P2, however, utterances without |3 can only be in answer to a
question, e.g. 'whom did you hit?'. They are made more independent, with
focus on the verb, by including 13, i.e.

me nkfilin 15 wén 'T have just hit a child®
me nef pkilin 13 WaR 'I hit a child

If, on the other hand, 15 is placed in a sentence which could have stood alone
without it, I3 adds the meaning 'just, instead', e.g.
me nkfluné 15 wan 'I am just hitting a chiid' (0)

g

me nd mbdy ngwe 13 win 'I will instead hit a child' {F3)
It should be noted that where |3 is required to complete a sentence, this
gccurs only in main clause affirmatives, e.g. not in relative clauses.

The final adverb presented in this section is k€, which is used to
mean 'only', occurring before a focused post-verbal constituent, e.g.

& nll k& me 'it is only I!

g 188 k€ bl ‘only they are weaving'

wvll ¢l fd kf & me min 'he gave it but to me alone’
»

me nd ndfé& k& e nlb kéngdm mdn 'I will eat but plantains alone’

The first two sentences have the subject postposed to the verb. The result
is that this focused subject falls under the scope of kf 'only'. The third
and fourth sentences also have man 'alone, only' (<'one') .which acts with kf£.
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As seen, k& can be translated as English 'but', e.g. 'it is but I', in many
cases. This marker is clearly related to the kf found in negative construc-
tions, e.g.

wvi cf fid nwd £ nul e me, k€ nil & wb ke 'he gave the book to me,
not to you'

(The constructions just since with e nbb... involve constituents which are
focused; see Chapter 22.)

6.2. Temporal adverbs. Many of the referential time expressions re-
semble nouns, e.g. kesden 'now', nféw '(in a) short time', nceke 'a long
time ago', ntfud 'tomorrow'. Others resemble prepositicnal phrases of the
locative type seen in earlier sections of this chapter, e.g. fogd 'yesterday',
3 sh& ntfaud 'day after tomorrow' (lit. at spend-the-day tomorrow), fintfdn
toften'. The class 1 noun k&n is used to indicate the number of times some-
thing has taken place, e.g. kin mwdp 'once', bdkdn boffe 'twice’, etc. All
of these temporal expressions appear after the verb (and object, if amy}:

me mbéd nkflincd wan bdkdn bofée 'I hit the child twice’

me ntd ndd ntdn wan |dm bdé 'I refused the child last year'
yunsé nll t3 nféw chidn 'Yungse will come in a short time'
yunsé 5 ndd lewtd wd nckke *Yungse ran (already) a long time ago'

Very few, if any, temporal expressions appear to belong to a separate class
of adverbs.

6.3. Manner adverbs. The argument can also be made for manner adverbs
that most resemble nouns. Typical manner adverbs are illustrated below:

yunseé ci ndd yém nthy 'Yungse sang well'
yunsd cf ndd yem 3 ntddn 'Yungse sang much'
yunsé cf ndd lewtd wed 'Yungse ran slowly'
yunse ¢ ndd lewtd cain 'Yungse ran a little!
yugse cf ndd lewt? cdkdy  'Yungse ran fast'

J& wé 'stand up!'

Of the manner adverbs in the above sentences, only wet 'slowly' shows a rela-
tionship to an existing non-adverb, namely wee 'be weak'. Other forms which
may belong to an adverb class include ban 'please’, nen 'thus', and tEh 'also',
as seen below:

Jic¥ wan & ban 'hold the child, please!’
me Age ntd ban ‘what can I dol' (exclamation)
bd ndd diekin tEh ‘they have eaten too'

wh di21% 14 Y wd Jimténé nen 'what are you cooking that you are
perspiring like this/thus?’
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Aux1L1ARY VERBS

1. Verbal criteria. The Noni language is rich in auxiliaries which
precede the main verb. A particularly complex sentence containing several
auxiliavies is the following:

me ntd nge mbéd movli nydd pkfun wan ke 'I had still not ever
I Pz do still again Pz hit child NEG hit the child'

In this sentence there are five auxiliaries (with first person singular
nasal agreement}: ntd, nge, mb&&, mbvli and nyldd. These auxiliaries are
verbs, since they meet the following criteria for verbal status:

(a) They have the same segmental and tonal structure as main verbs,
i.e. they begin with a consonant and have at least one vowel, and they take
the tones typical of one or another tense,

(b) They take first person singular subject agreement, as seen in the
nasal prefix on each of the five auxiliaries in the preceding example.

{c) They appear in second position (after a main verb), e.g. as a con-
secutive.

As an example of criterion {(c}, consider the following sentences:

me ngdmté ngdé nyén wd 18 Ebin I want to see you today’
me qgdmtd mbdy nydn wd 1& ntfud "I want to see you tomorrow'

The first clause me ngdmtd... 'I want' is in 0 tense. The second clause
begins with the F) auxiliary géé in the first sentence and the Fp auxiliary
b8y in the second, The difference in meaning is as indicated: the seeing
will take place today vs. tomorrow. If these forms were not verbs, we would
not expect them to appear in this position,

In this chapter we shall look at the various types of auxiliary verbs
found in Noni. We shall demonstrate that most of them are related to still
existing main verbs.

2. Tense quxiliaries. The following tense auxiliaries have been observed
in preceding chapters (see especially Chapter 12):

form auxiliary meaning main verb meaning (1f any)
bé Py ?

cf Pa {(<cé 'spend the day' ?)
td P3 (<13 'come' ?)

nd [+FUT] The!

géé F1 (<ge 'do' ?)

bdy Fy 'exit, reach’

yld F "to dawn'

n35 {+F8C] nd 'be' + g

The future tense markers have a more transparent derivation than their past
tense counterparts. (This is a general fact for the whole Grassfields Bantu
region.) It should be recalled that Pz td can also be used in the F3 and
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that Fz ydd can also be used in the P3 (see p.62).

3. The copula 'be'. The copula verb 'be' has a number of ma1n verb
and aux111ary functions. It occurs in infinitive form as kéé-nll 'to be',
although in many'contexts it acts like a H tone verb and has a short vowel
(The form k&&-nul is, of course, [+PROG].) We shall cite the copula as nd,
since this is the most common form it takes.

3.1. 'Be’ as a main verb. As seen in the following examples, ni can
be followed (a) by a noun; (b} by an adjective; (c¢) by a locative; and (d)
by a prepositional verb form:

& nl me tit is I'

yuns® nil cowd 'Yungse is an adult'

nwd wah nd fwe 'this book is new'

yuqse nd yew "Yungse is in the house'

yan yln cf nd & nkan & ‘'these tomatoes were to be fried’

mi nd muféém Eké "they are two [e.g. kolanuts] in the bag'

Thus, unlike other African languages, Noni has only one copula which is used
in all of the above contexts.

3.2. 'Be' gs an auxiliary. There are at least three distinct functions
of nfi as an auxiliary. The first of these, the marking of [+FUT] tenses, has
been illustrated several times. Similarly, its appearance in the ndd marker
in [-PROG, -FUT, +FOC] tenses (except the P1) has been noted, as has its
variant nl+e, e.g.

me n3> ngwe = me nd & ngwds 'I have fallen' [+FOC]

The copula is much more involved in focus marking in Noni than the above [+FoC]
P, tense would indicate (cf. Chapter 22). Fhus, to mark verb complements as
focused, they are preceded by the markers g nll, e.g.

me nyEn & nbb wan & )b 'I have seen a child in the road!
wvl ¢V B4 binkfl & nbb & me' 'he gave the yams to me!

In this constructlon the long vowel (=[+PROG]) variant of nd is used. Because
of the marker nd, one might wonder if this is a sequential construction (Chapter
20), i.e. "he gave the yams and it is to me'. The following sentences would
then be the [-PROG] sequential counterpart to the above:

me nct ndd nkdw wh & nd nddtls binkfl 'I started cooking yams'
me nel ndd misdé wd e nd ndidld bigkfd *'I finished (sth.) and was cooking
bdnwd boo nf beM = bdnwd bo £ nd beh  'the books which are mine! yams'

These usages may have qomethlng to do with focus, since emphasis‘is on the
clause with € nd (or on the beh in the relative clause example, i.e. the books
which are mime, my books).

The sentences with 'start' and 'finish' above hint to the last major
function of nd as an auxiliary verb: it frequently marks progressive actions:

wvll n3d nll jewtd 'he has been becoming mad'
wvl ndd nll yemtd biné ‘'he has been singing and dancing'
me nd wh ntd 14 'T am already about to come'

me mbé ni wd &ntH 1€ 'I was already coming [when]...'
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In the first two sentences nd appears in the Py [+FOC} temse, acquiring a
perfect progressive meaning. The third sentence resembles the Fo sense of

nd, except for the postposition |4 and the tone pattern A on the verb. Fin-
ally, the last example has the & + verb + |4 construction seen on p-84. The
sense of this last sentence thus is 'I was in coming [when something happened] *.

4. Hobitual aspect. The habitual aspect is formed with the auxiliary
geg (cf. gee 'put, let, store'), as seen in the following sentences:

me ngéé ngws T fall!
yunsé ci gé€ nlill wih "Yungse used to be a child'
bd t3 g&f diils kdnadm *they used to eat plantains'

b3 nd ydd géé kflnd boom 'they will always be hitting children’

As seen in these sentences, the main verb is always in a [+PROG] form. It
is interesting to note in the first sentence that the focus adverbial |3 is
not required to make the sentence complete. Although this sentence is un-
ambiguously habitual in its meaning, the corresponding sentence with the 0
tense, i.e. me ngwad |5, can either meaning 'T am falling' or 'T fall',

5. Other time and manner auxiliaries. Although we shall not set up
each one as a separate tense or aspect, there are many additional auxiliary
verbs which refer to the time or manner in which an action takes place. A
summary is provided below, followed by examples:

form auxiliary meaning main verb meaning
shéé 'later! 'remain'
cé 'in the day! 'spend the day!'
shé 'in the night? 'spend the night'
b8&/ b 'again' (¢ bvu 'interrupt'?)
yans&n 'quickly' 'to be early'
Jé 'off and on' 'leave, stand'
modck ‘often’ *stay for short while'
baynén 'rarely! 'be rare!
vaw 'be first! 'be first!
e.g. me nd nshéé ntd 'T will come later'
me nd ncé nkfun wvl 'I will hit him tonight’
me mbé nshe nyemté mbindé 'I was singing and dancing all day'
yunseé bdd jewtd |3 "Yungse is running again'
ké yunsd nbé yahsén ke 'Yungse will not come quickly!
yunse cf ndd J¥ 2lewtd '"Yungse ran off and on'
yunse mddcf ké o "Yungse often comes' (stays short but comes)

!unsé gé bayntn |5 s€ 14  'Yungse rarely comes' (doesrarely before coming)
cf ydW yunsd geh fdwdy 'Yungse was the first to go to the market'

It will be noted that the main verb is in one or another consecutive verb
form (with tone pattern A, C or D). Some auxiliaries, on the other hand,
either can or must take an infinitive, e.g.

wvll gdmtd (k&) t3  'he wants to come'
wvll fh3nkd (k&) t3 'he refuses to come'
me nkddnké (ked) t3 I like to come'

me nkenkd kdé ne 'I have to leave'
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The last auxiliary verbs to be considered may ultimately be oonsidered
part of the aspectual and mood systems. In the following sentences it is
seen that the auxiliary b&(%) means 'still’:

yunse bEé lewté 15 'Yungse is still running'
b3 b€ dickéné 15  'they are still eating'

The negative is formed with b&(#),e.g.

yunsd bid [ewtd wd ke 'Yungse is not running yet'
b4 bd4 diekdnd wl ke  "they are not eating yet'

The presence of wA 'already' is noted in these negatives. The form bA(4) was
seen to be the [-PROG, -FUT] negative marker in Chapter 12. The fact that
b4(£) exists {with the same vowel length alternation) suggests that ba(4d) is
a contraction of bé(£) + vya.

In addition to bZ(£), the auxiliary gé (from ge 'do’) can be used as part
of the verbal focus system. Representative uses of ge follow:

ma mbé& ngé ngwe ke 'I have not gone and fallen’
wh b& ge &kfUh wvb nje |1& 'why did you go and hit him?'

The first sentence asserts that I have not fallen, while someone apparently
had thought T did. As seen in the translations, this use of ge seems aptly
captured by the colloquial 'to go and do something’.

It is interesting to note that bE(£) 'still!' closely resembles the Pj
[+FOC] auxiliary bét, while gé 'go and do something' closely resembles the Fq
future auxiliary géé. These should not be confused, however.

The last auxiliaries to be considered here are the conditional markers
b&é and nee:

me mbdd (ndd) ngwe £ wd (nen) bé baa wém 'I would have fallen if you
had not screamed' (P1)
£ me nci mbed nkenké begew to me ncf n3d 'if I had had the money, I
ngen fowdy would have gone to market' (Pz)

By themselves, sentences like me mbed ngwe can mean 'l would have fallen',
'T almost fell' and 'I am about to fall' (i,e. I am almest falling). The
additional marker nee is optional in the above sentences, although it adds
greater doubt to the reality of the condition. The parenthesized word nen
in the second clause of the first sentence means 'thus'.
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PART V: COMPLEX SENTENCES
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RELaTIVE CLAUSES

1. Subject relatives. All relative clauses are formed in Noni by
placing the relativized noun at the head of the clause followed immediately
by a relative pronoun. This pronoun is segmentally identical to the pro-
nouns described in Chapter 4. When the relativized noun is subject of its
clause, the relative pronoun takes LM no matter what the moun class of the
head noun, e.g.

wan wvli gwé 'the child who has fallen'
boom b5 gwék&né 'the children who have fallen'
bwd yT coonké 'a dog that steals'

As we saw in Chapter 13, there are restrictions on the use of main clause
tenses in relative clauses, and in some cases, the relative tenses differ
from their main clause counterparts (see section 5), For example, in the
example 'a dog that steals', which uses the 0 tense, the verbal focus marker
I3 is not required to complete the clause as it was in the main clause.

The relative censtruction and relative pronoun remain identical when
the verb has a complement and when it occurs in the negative:

kwodn w0 cf kfind win 'the woman who hit the child'
Bofill b5 géé goytd binkfd 'the people who buy yams'
Hah yT nd 5 y& bdy 1&m boom ke 'the animals that will not bite children'

The resulting clause can, of course, be used as subject of a larger clause
(e.g. '"the woman who hit the child fell') or as object {e.g. 'I saw the woman
who hit the child that fell'), and also as an oblique (e.g. 'I gave the yams
to the woman who hit the child').

2. Objeet relatives. All non-subject relativized nouns take a L tome
relative pronoun instead of a LM one. This is illustrated with the following
clauses where the object has been relativized:

kwoon wvl bdsén cf kflng ‘the woman that we hit!

bYnkfl bl bofill géd goytd "the yams that people buy!

boom bd Aah nd £5 y& b8y Iém ke 'the children that the animals will
not bite!

As seen, there is no resumptive object pronoun in the relative clause (i.e.
one does net say 'the woman that we hit her'}.

3. Oblique relatives. In all other cases the relative pronoun remains
L in tone, but a resumptive pronoun is required in the relative clause. Thus,
consider the following relative clauses involving, respectively, the préposi-
tion ¢ 'to', the preposition b 'with' and a possessive:
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kwodn wvl me ntomté wan e wvl ‘the woman that I am sending a child to'

boom bd me ngind Fhwdy bedbd 'the children that I am going to market

tefili & me nct nyent kebebd kéw & 'the bird whose wing I saw' with®
These relative clauses have the following structure: 'the woman that I am send-

ing a child to her', 'the children that I am going to the market with them',
and 'the bird that I saw its wing'. ({Note in this last sentence that the pos-
sessive pronoun can refer to non-human referent, although it must be animate.)

The locative classes have two possible relative clause structures. First,
they can follow the direct object pattern:

fiuly 5 me ngén '3t the market where I went'
tb% j5 me ncf ngd2ld fembl ‘'in the hand where I put the kelanut'
y&w dvii me ncf nceld 'in the house where 1 spent the night'

The relative pronouns fd (class 16}, J3 (class 17) and dvlh (class 18) are used
exactly as any other non-subject relative pronoun, and there is no resumptive
pronoun in the relative clause. On the other hand, the following is possible:

why wvl me ngén f3 ‘the market that I went to'
b4 kb me ncf nghild fembl J¥ 'the hand that I put the kolanut in'
vew yi me ncl ncelt dvll ‘the house that I spent the night in'

In this case the basic noun is relativized (with class 3, 7 and 9 concords,
respectively) and the locative class pronoun appears resumptively in the re-
lative clause. Thus, 3, 55 and dvii mean 'to it', 'in it', etc.

This recalls the use of dvl as a replacive for b3 prepositional phrases,
where the head noun is inanimate. (see Chapter 17, section 4). As seen in
the following examples, dv{ appears in relative clauses as a resumptive pro-
noun meaning 'with it':

kbnkfli k& me fianyl wan dvd  'the yams I am feeding the child’
(cf. me Ranyl wan bd kénkfl 'I am feeding the child yams')

£585 b me nseeld Adm dvd  'the knife I am cutting meat with'
(cf. me nseelé Fam bd f&RS” 'I am cutting meat with a knife')

The relative clauses thus literally mean 'the yams that I am feeding the child
with them' and 'the knife that T am cutting meat with it',

4. Uses of relative clauses. The primary purpose of a relative clause
is to identify a referent. What is included in the reiative clause is usually
shared knowledge between the speaker and hearer, Thus, when one says 'where
is the child who fell?', one assumes that the hearer knows that there is a
child who fell, (but see section 5). As seen in the following example, where
the head of the relative clause is a proper name,

yunss, wii of gwdld, nu wa slin 5 y&w & ‘'Yungse, who fell, is already

now at home'

As seen from the pauses marked by commas, this kind of relative clause adds
information that the hearer may not have shared with the speaker. Noni ap-
parently can therefore allow such 'mon-restrictive" relative clauses.

It will be recalled from constructions seen in Chapter 7 that relative
¢clauses take the place of what would be adjectives is English:
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wan wiiT tan 'a fat child’ (f&n 'become fat')
boom b3 fagkdn 'fat children'

akém wWI j1t&  'a heavy load' (J1t& 'be heavy!)
fembl f& yeeléd ta red kolanut' (yeeld 'be red')
kwodn wvi@ d&f& 'a tall woman' (d&fé 'be tall')

As seen, the LM subject relative pronouns are used.

Another use of the relative construction is in expressing indirect ques-
tions, e.g.

ké me nked wh wvl wd b¥ yEh ke 'T don't know whom you saw'

k€ me nked fyed f& wh bd yER ke 'I don't know what you saw'

ki me gked bvudviu bvl wd gin¥ 3 ke 'I don't know where you are going'
k& me gked Wah wWI gind ke 'I don't know which child is going'

Literally, these sentences mean 'I don't know the person you saw', 'T don't
know the thing you saw', 'I don't know the place you are going to it! and 'I
don't know the child who is going"'. The above sentences thus have the other
interpretation that a specific person/thing/place is referred to.

In addition, the following indirect questions have also been recorded:

ké me nked f5 wd gind ke 'I don't know where you are going'
k€ me nked sékdé wd gtnd ke 'I don't know when you are going'
ké me nked nl wd nli gen ke 'T don't know how you will go'

In the first sentence 5 is of course the object relative pronoun for class 16.
This sentence thus means 'T don't know to where you are going'. The forms sdké
and nl seen in the following two sentences are probably also nouns, although
they were not observed with a relative promoun. (séké also occurs in the cor-
responding direct question; see Chapter 22),

5. FRelative tenses, The tense structure of relative clauses was pre-
sented in Chapter 13, There it was seen that a rumber of tenses have a dif-
ferent morphology in relative clauses from that observed in main clauses.
These differences can be seen also in the table on p.73 and are summarized
again as follows:

(a) In the\{—PROG, -NEG, -FOC] Py, the relative form takes an additional
L tone suffix -V.

(b) In the [-PROG, -NEG, -FOC} Pz and P3, the relative form takes an
additional suffix -1%, thereby changing from tone pattern B to tone pattern A.

(e} In the [+PROG, +NEG] 0 tense, the tone pattern is A in main clauses,
but B in relative clauses.

{d) As indicated above, |d is not required in relative clauses to com-
plete the affirmative 0 and [-FOC] Pp-P3 tenses,

Another interesting tense restriction concerns the [+FOC] variants of
the Py-P3 tenses. When the head of the relative clause is specific (i.e. non-
generic) in meaning, i.e. the speaker has a specific referent in mind, the
[+FOC] variants of these tenses cannot be used in a relative clause. Consider,
however, the following pairs of sentences:

ta wan wvll of gwéid "look for the child who fell' (P,, [-FOC])
ta wan wii cf ndd gwd 'look for a(ny) child who fell (Py, [+FOC])
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k& me nked wan wvl gwd ke 'T don't know the child who has fallen'
kf me nked win wi ndd gwd ke 1 don't know any child who has fallen'

(The second pair invelves the Pg [-FOC] and [+FOC] tenses, respectively.)

The expected or most frequent relative construction is with the first,
or [-FOC] variant. In the first sentence the speaker, who assumes that the
hearer knows that a child fell, tells the latter to look for this child., In
the second sentence, however, the speaker tells the hearer to look for any
child who may have fallen. The speaker and hearer do not presuppose that any
child fell at all. In this second sentence the relative clause contains in-
formation not previously assumed by the hearer. It is for this reason that
the [+FOC] variant is used. The second set of sentences works similarly: in
the [-FOC] variant it is mutually accepted by speaker and hearer that a child
has fallen. In the [+FOC] variant, on the other hand, it has not been assumed
that any child has fallen.

The same distinction is found even when the head of the relative clause
is a proper noun. Thus, compare the first sentence in section 4 with the
following:

yunsé wvil cf ndd gwé nu wa sfin 5 y8w 4 ‘'any Yungse who fell/did fall
is not at home'’

This sentence requires a very special context in order for it to be acceptable.
The preceding context must be that someone claims there is a person named
Yungse, that he is at home, and that he fell. The above sentence denies the
entirety of this context: there is no Yungse such that he fell and is now

at home.

The use of [+FOC] tenses in relative clauses is important in determining
the exact meaning of the feature specification [+FOC] itself. In related
Grassfields Bantu languages (e.g. Aghem; see Watters 1979), the [+FOC] tenses
cannot appear in relative clauses. Presumably their function is slightly
different from that found in Noni (see also Chapter 22).
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SEQUENTIAL AND SUBJUNCTIVE CLAUSES

1. Conjunction in Noni. While noun phrases can be conjoined with b3
'and, with', verb phrases and entire sentences are nct conjoinable by a simple
conjunction 'and'., As seen in the following two sentences

J 8 ’

me ncl ndd nokn fiwdy, gbdnen & ms nct mba ngoy binkfl ke
'T went to market, but I didn't buy yams?!

me ngdmt& kbé ngoy bénkfl, gddnen k€ me nkenk® begdw ke
'l want to buy yams, but I don't have any money'

the conjunction gé&nen 'but' can introduce a second main clause--or even an
imperative, as in the sentence:

gtné fdwdy, gddnen 3 w3 goy fyed ke 'go to market, but don't buy anything'

In most cases, however, the second clause must be in a special, ''sequential"
form if the subjects of the two clauses are not identical. (If they are iden-
tical, the second verb will take a consecutive form; see Chapter 14.) This
even includes many instances of complement clauses., Thus, compare the follow-
ing two sentences:

wvli 46 1e me ncl n3d ngdn 3wdy 'he says that I went to market'
me mb€t nyEn wan & £ wvll () gwé 'I saw a child fali'

Verbs of reporting and knowing use the complementizer I¢ 'that' followed by

a main clause, as in the first example. Other types of complementation, such
- as that following a sensory verb used to report some perception rather than
knowledge (e.g. 'I saw a child fall!' vs. 'I saw he was right') employ sequential
forms. Thus, the P form of the verb gwe 'fall' in the second example has up to

now not been seen with tone pattern A except after [+FOC] n35. As will be

seen in the following section, this is the form of a sequential verb when it

is [-PROG, -NEG] and follows a Py, P] or P; in the main clause.

2. [-PrROG] sequentials. We shall consider affirmative [-FUT] sequentials
first. As seen in the following forms,

me ndd nydm, wan e kfln w& 'I have sung, and a child has hit someone'
me ndd ny&m, win € ton wé 'I have sung, and a child has refused someone!
me ndd ny&m, win e ddmsd wd 'T have sung, and a child has pushed someone!

me ndd nyem, wWan € cimsé w& 'I have sung, and a child has pacified someone'

the Py sequential takes a verb form with tone pattern A and a marker & hetween
the subject and the verb. This ¢ is obligatory with a noun subject, but only
optional with a pronominal subject (see 'I saw a child fall' above). The same
sequential forms appear after [+FOC] and [-FOC] tenses--and after Py and Po,

as seen in the following representative sentences:

me mbéd nyEm, whin e kfun wo 'I sang and a child hit someone' (P])
me nef ndd nyém, win e kfln wé 'I sang and a child hit someone' (P2)



g6

~

As seen in the following sentences, however, the sequential forms are different
when following a Pz tense:

O~

o " : .
me ntd ndd nyem, & wan kfun we *I sang and a child hit someone’

A , o R r b [ . ]
me ntd n3d nyem, € wan ton we I sang and a child refused someone

b y Ay— —s b b 1 - t
me ntd ndd nyém, e wan domse we 'I sang and a child pushed someone

A = o \ b . - .
me ntd ndd nyém, € wan cimse we "I sang and a child pacified someone'

In this case the ¢ precedes the subject and the tone pattern of the sequential
verb is D, rather than A (cf. the consecutive D pattern in Chapter 14).

As seen in the following sentences, there is no negative sequential form
when following a [-PROG, -FUT] tense in the main clause:

me n3d nydm, wvl bda kfun wé "1 have sung and he has not hit anyone'
me mbéd nydm, wvl bé baa kfun we 'T sang and he did not hit anyone' {Pj})
me ncl ndd nysm, wvb cf bdd kfun wé I sang and he did not hit anyone' (P2)
me ntd ndd nysm, wvl td bd4 kfun wé 'I sang and he did not hit anyone' (P3)

The negative second clauses are identical in form to the main clause negative.
Thus, these sentences literally mean 'I sang, he did not hit anyomne'.

It has been pointed out that the [+FOC] auxiliary ndd comes from the copu-
1a nd 'be' and a marker e. Indeed, nd e is an alternative pronunciation for
ndd, e.g. wvll ndd gwd ~ wvl nl ¢ gwé 'he has falien'. We are now in a position
to appreciate the source of this g: it is in fact the sequential marker found
after Py, Pp and Py main clauses. This explains why the [+FOC] Pg-P; tenses
have a main verb with tone pattern A. . (The P3 remains anomalous.)

In the following attested sequential we note that the P auxiliary verb
¢! may occur: .

me nci mbdy, wvl céd shet skflh wah "twhen T went out he remained and
hit the child®

The form cft derives from cf + e, and the verb 'hit' is in consecutive form
with tone pattern D.

Now, both the cft form for the P2 and the zero form for the Pp can occur
as a main clause, especially as an interjection:

wan £ gwé 'the child has fallen'
wan £ cf® gwe 'the child fell!

(The tone pattern D in the second example is not readily explainable.) These
sentences seem to function as interjections. They do not require nd - (to
create ndd) or |5 to be complete. In order to appreciate the nuance distin-
guishing these ''main clause sequentials" from regular Pp constructions, con-
trast the following:

me ndS nkfln wan  'I have hit the child' (report, out of the blue)

me £ nkfun wan 'oh! I've just hit the child' (exclamation, probably an

me nkfln 15 win I have hit the child' accident/unintentional)
(that's why he's crying)

These sequentials are most closely related to their corresponding ndd con-
struction, although they seem to function as exclamations rather than neutral
reports. g
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3. [-PROG, +FUT], The [+FUT] sequentials corresponding to the [-PROG,
-FUT] constructions we have Just seen are illustrated below:

me nd nyém, & wvdd kfun wd 'l am about to sing, and he is about to hit
me nd ngdd nydm, £ wvld Kfun wd 'T will sing, and he (F1}  somecne' (Fg)
me nd mbdy nydm, & wvbd kfun we will hit someone' (Fj)

me nd nydd nyém, = wvid kfun we " n " {Fz)

The verb is always in tone class C. As in the case of the Pz, the subject
is preceded bx a marker e, This time, however, there is an additional U
tone vowel (-V) following and fusing with the subject. We shall see that
these forms are used also in certain subjunctive clauses.

When the future sequential clause does not have a tense auxiliary, it
is normally assumed that the action of this clause will take place during
the same time span as the action of the main clause. Tt is possible, however,
to put a future auxiliary in the sequential clause, e.g.

me nd nydm, & weld bdy kfun wd ' witl sing, and he will (tomorrow)
Fo F2 hit someone’

The negative future sequential is obtained by placing sé ya before the
verb (and ke at the end of the clause). (s¢ ya often contracts to sd4.) This
form has been found at all future tenses:

me nd nydm, wvl s34 kfun we ke ‘T'mabout to sing,and he is not about
me nd ngdd nydm, wvdl s34 kfun we ke to hit amyene' (Fg)

me nd mbdy nyém, wvl s34 kfun we ke "I'11 sing,and he will not hit anyone'
me nd nydd nydm, wel s3d kfun we ke (F1, F2, F3)

The marker s in other contexts means 'before’ (see Chapter 21). As in the
affirmative, one can put a future tense auxiliary in the negative sequential
clause (cf. me nd nydd nyém wvll s¥ yid kfun wan ke). &
4. [+PROS] sequentials. The affirmative, progressive sequential is
formed by using the [+PROG] verb form with tone pattern A. Examples follow:

yungsé dié bénkfl & me ngine fowdy 'Yungse is eating yams, and I am going
me nyemté e wvll kflpé win 'I am singing and he to market'
is hitting a child'

The following sentence illustrates a complement clause which is a [+PROG] se-
quential (cf. section 1):

me mbéd nybw & wan beelé 'I heard a child crying' (over time)

(The [-PROG] is also possible, i.e. me mbéd nyow € wan € bee 'I heard a child
cery' (punctual, short time).)

The negative progressive sequential is formed as follows:
me nyemtd € wvl v& kflind win ke 'I am singing and not hitting a child'

Again it is tone pattern A, this time preceded by v& and having ke at the
end of the clause,
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5. Subjunctive elauses, As a type of sequential, subjunctive clauses
are considered here. There are two types: :

{a) those which cause a H tone prolongation on the subject of the
clause;
{b) those which do not cause a H tone prelongation.

We saw examples of (a) in section 3, since this construction is used as the
normal sequential after a future verb in a main clause. It is not easy to

differentiate the two conmstructions semantically, and more work will be ne-
cessary to do so satisfactorily. A hint of the problem is seen in the fact
that the two appear to be interchangeable in certain contexts, €.g.

me ntd3 le wvbd kfun wan "I am coming in order for him to hit the
Wyl bft 15 le me nyén wvl 1§ 'he came in order that I see him! child*

These sentences show that both subjunctives are used after a verb such as 'come'
to indicate purpose. The following sentences show that both are found in the
consequent clause after an 'if'-clause: :

g yuned bd yeh, € me fbfn 'if Yungse sang, I will dance'
e yunsé y&m 15, € me mbfn 'if Yungse sings, T will dance'

It may be that the H tone subjunctive expresses greater unreality or doubt,
since it is the normal hortative, e.g.

me fotn €& ‘may I go?'
beh gen 'you pl. go!'
gee £ me fgwe 'let me falll’

It also has been found to express an indirect command, e.g.

wvl béd giy le me figtnd 'he told me to leave'
"

whd gknd you sg.
" wvild gEnd him/her
1 1’ 4
" besef giné us
N beh génd you pl.
J b3 gtné them
" wah gtné the child

{The last line shows the irregular creation of a MH rising, which is normally
not permitted in the language). As seen in all of the above examples, the
tone pattern is C in the non-progressive, A in the progressive.

As mentioned, the @ subjunctive has been found to express purpose. It
may be less of a hortative in nature,. and more of a consequential or-resulta-
tive, e.g.

me ni% nfdn feRS le wd séé Ham dvi 'I have sharpened a knife for you
=¢ to cut meat with it'

As seen, there are two complementizers (le and ¢), with ¢ indicating greater
purpose or force (i.e. 'I sharpened a knife so that...' vs. r1 sharpened a
knife in order that...'). Compare also the following:

me ncdytd le wan dfékén 'I am waiting for the child to eat'
me nchyté € wan dfékén 'I em waiting in ovder for +hé child to eat'
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Interestingly, the causative, formed with the verb gde 'make, do', takes a
sequential clause after a [-FUT] tense, but a p subjunctive after a [+FUT]
tense, e.g.

me mbf% ng& wan & bee 'I made the child cry!
me ngdé € wan beeld 'T am making the child cry'
me nd nge € wan bdd 'I will make the child cry’

This may be because there must be an agreement in [FUT] marking between the
two clauses, It will be noted that the # subjunctive is identical in tone
to the future tenses (C, if [-PROG], A if [+PROG]). In fact, the future
tenses are built on this pattern following the copula nd. Take out the nd,
and you have the § subjunctive.

The negative of the two kinds of subjunctives is seen in the following
pair of sentences:

wvl b8t gdy le 5 wah gen ke 'he told the child not to go!
wvl kéng ie 3 me ntd ke ‘he is refusing that I come!

The same negative construction is observed here as was seen earlier in the
imperative (p.53). More examples of bath types of subjunctives will be
s¢en in the discussion of condition clauses in the following chapter.
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21

TemporaL AND ConpITiON CLAUSES

1. . Temporal clauses. Temporal clauses express events which take place
either simultaneous or before or after some other event, which is reported
in the main clause. A number of different constructions have been encount-
ored. Since a lot more work remains to be done in this area, the findings
presented in this chapter are intended mostly to pinpoint topies for further
research.

1.1. ‘'While' and 'ac' clauses. The £irst kind of temporal clause to
be considered involves actions which take place over time, but which are
simultaneous with some other actiom. Such clauses are usually expressed
with the conjunctions 'while' and 'as' in English. Note, first, in the
following sentences that a simple progressive consecutive is used if the
subject of the second verb is identical with the subject of the first:

me mbéd noin fiwdy nyemtd '] went to market singing'
me nct ndd nfy wvl bd kwen ngind fdwdy 'I helped him with firewood
going to market'

When the two subjects are different, a separate clause introduced by € is
required:

b3 nl mEsd & wd diekéné 'they will finish while you are eating’
b4 né mESE € wd bee diekdnd  'they will finish while you are eating'

wvl bd mist & wd bee diekdnd 'he finished while you were eating’

The first sentence has only a single [+PROG] verb, with tone pattern A, The
other two sentences have bé(é) 'still’, which does not alter the overall
meaning. As seen in these sentences, the form of the second clause stays
the same after past or future main clause verbs.

If the verb is [+PROG], an alternative way of expressing such durative
simultaneity is with the form séké 'when', e.g.

me mb& nyemtd sdk& wvll b& kflné wan 'l was singing when he was
hitting the child’

1.2. ‘'When' clauses. As just seen, s&ks can introduce a "when' clause.
Other examples are as follows:

me mbé nysh s&kd wvl b& kflin wen I sang when he hit the child’
s&kd me nyemtd f3 wd bin ke ‘when I sing, don't dance!’

As seen on p.93, sékéis also used in indirect questions. It will be seen in
Chapter 22 that it also is used in direct questions, e.g.

b3 yemté séké 18 'when are they singing?'

This form probably once was a noun meaning 'time'.

Other means of expressing non-progressive simultaneity in a 'when' clause
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are seen in the following sentences:

wel il did t5 € me ndee bvulem ‘'when he will come, T will be cooking fufu'
did yem f3 wd bin ke 'when you sing, don't dance!’
3 wd eyem bin ke ‘when you sing, don't dance!'

The first two sentences involve the auxiliary did which immediately precedes
the main verb. The last sentence uses the iocative marker 5 (class 16) in
a mew temporal sense. It may thus be interpreted as meaning 'where you sing,
don't dancel"'.
1.3, 'After' elauses. 'After' clauses have been recorded with either
sékd (='when') or the auxiliary di3, e.g.
bd nd mésé séké bd diekin "they will finish after they eat’
yunsé nl did d&t binkfll & njif yi2s¥ 14 rafter Yungse cooks yams, Nji
will sweep the compound’

The distinction between 'when' and 'after' is minimized when the verb form
in the former case is [-PROG]. Thus, the first sentence above could also be
translated 'they will finish when they have eaten'.

1.4. 'Before' clauses. While 'after' clauses are technically not dis-
tinct from 'when' clauses, 'before' clauses are, First note the following
sentences, where the subject of the 'before' clause is identical to the sub-
ject of the main clause:

me mbé nginé fdwdy nyemtd Ens¥ nyen wd 1% 'I was going to market singing,
when (=before) seeing you'

b3 nd mesé sé Enty 'they will finish before coming'

bésén nll t3 sé Ediekén 'we will come before eating'

The marker sé means 'before' but as seen in the first sentence, where it takes
a nasal because the subject is first person singular, it is a verb. As seen
in the following sentences, sf also means 'without':

me mbé ndi& bvuiem s€ Fm ‘'he ate fufu without meat'
The same marker is used if the subjects of the two clauses are not identical:

b nd mEsé e wd =f diekdn '"they will finish before you eat’
me mbét nyEm wvl s¥ kfUh wan 'I sang before he hit the child'
wvll b& kfln win me ns¥ nydm  'he hit the child before I sang’

Because there is no distinct 'after' construction, the examples in section 1.3
being built on 'when' clauses, 'before' clauses often are used to express 'af-
ter' by reversing the order of the actions. Thus, the last sentence can also
mean 'I sang after he hit the child'. Finally, it will be noted in the fol-
lowing examples that the 'before! construction is sometimes translated other
than with 'before' in English, e.g.

me mbéd nkfln w& win wd s to  'I had already hit the child, when you
me nd nyém me ns¥ ya mbfn (ke) 'I will sing and not dance' arrived'

While the first sentence could have been translated 'I had already hit the
child before you arrived', the second can not mean 'I will sing before I
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dance'. (The latter meaning would be expressed by me nil nyém ns€ mbin).
Consider, on the other hand, the following sentence, which does not involve
sf at all:

wh ntl g tad & me ndit wA binkfli 'I will have cooked yams by the time
you are arriving'

The literal meaning of this sentence 1s 'you will be (doing and) coming that
I have already cooked yams'. Thus, the cooking of yams takes place before
the arriving.

2. Condition elauses. Condition clauses show some variation and are
most adequately described in terms of an 'if? (or 'condition'} clause pre-
ceded by £, followed by a 'then’ (or 'consequent') clause. The consequent
clause is introduced either by £ or io, and the condition clause apparently
can take any tense, circumstances permitting, e.g.

€ yunsé di21% blokfl € me nykbsk 14 'if Yungse is cooking yams, I will
sweep the compound’
e yunsé ndd dit blnkfl to njy ndd yisd |4 'if Yungse has cooked the yams,
Nji has swept the compound'
£ yugsd nii gé ditle binktl to me nG ngd 'if Yungse will always cook yams,
yitsd 4 I will sweep the compound'

The above sentences represent '‘simple conditions'. The condition clause
states a proposition which may or may not be true, but on which the conse-
quent clause depends. The following sentences show that the [-FOC] variant
of [-PROG, -FUT, -NEG] tenses is expected in condition clauses:

e yunsé dikd binkfl to njl n3d yisé |4 'if Yungse has cooked/cooked
€ yunse b& dikd blokfl to n]) bt yisd 14 vams, Nji has swept/swept

& yunsd cf dtkd binkfli to njl of ndd yisd 14 the compound'

e yunsd td ddk& binkfl to nji td ndd yesd 14 (Po, P1, P2, P3)

There is a slight difference in meaning when the [+FOC] variants are used (cf.
their presence in relative clauses, pp-93-4}, e.g.

e yunsé ndd dil binkfll to nji ndd yksé |4 'if Yungse has cooked/did
e yuns® béE d2® binkfl to nji béd ytst |4  cook yams, then Nji has
e yunsé cf n3> dit blnkfl, ete. swept/swept the compound'
e yunsé t> ndd dtd binkfu, etec. {Po, P1, P2, P3)

The emphasis is on the reality or truth of the proposition included within
the condition clause., It i thus as a result of Yungse's cooking yams that
Nji sweeps the compound. It is interesting to note that the ¢ which intro-
duces the condition clause can be deleted if the tense within it is [-PROG,
_FUT, -NEG, -FOC], e.g.

Po
(g) yunsé dik® binkfl € me nd{é 'if Yungse cooks yams ( FFOCY), I will eat?

In this example we also observe that the [-FOC] Po tense is used with future
time reference. For this reason its [+FOC] variant can be used to make it
clear that a P, reading is intended (i.e, 'if Yungse has cooked yams'). Sim-
ilarly, as seen in the following example, the two P1 tenses may be used
with a hypothetical or unreal sense:
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(e} yunsé b& dee binkfl to me mbéd nd}é 'if Yungse had cooked yanms,
I would have eaten (them)'
€ yunse bée dit binkfl to njt béd yisd 14 vif Yungse had cooked yams,
Nji would have swept the
compound'

Note in the first sentence that the verb dec has M tone and does not take its
irregular dtké form seen in the Pg example. Since dikd is expected with the
[-FOC] Py tense (see p.63), and since the Py should assign 'cook' a L tone

as per tone pattern A (see p.74), it is likely that thé bé is the conditional
auxiliary seen on p.90., In any case, there is probably a relationship be-
tween P; bé and the conditional auxiliary. Below it is seen again to replace
the Py marker (cf. the P, condition clause which follows):

me mb&d (n&d) ngwe & wd (nen) b& baa wim 'I would have fallen if you
had not screamed' (Py)

me nci mbéé (ndd) ngwe e wd (nen) cf bd4 wim 1 would have fallen if you
had not screamed' (Pj)

Another feature of the 'if-then' construction is that the subject of the
consequent clause is often deleted if it is coreferential with the subject of
the condition clause. Thus, compare the following two sentences:

€ yupsé dikd binkfl € wvlid yisd 14 'if Yungse cooks yams, he [#Yungse]
will sweep the compound’

€ yunsd dikd binkfl to yisd 14 'if Yungse cooks yams, he [=Yungse]
will sweep the compound'

Finally, it will be noted in different consequent clauses above that
both subjunctives seen in Cbapter 20 are utilized in this construction (i.e.
the @ subjunctive and the -V subjunctive).
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22

INTERROGATIVES AND Focus

1. Yes-no questioms. Yes-no questions have all of the properties of
declarative sentences, i.e. the same word owxder, verb morphology, tone etc.
These interrogatives are distinguished from their declarative counterparts
by having one of two particles at the end of the sentence, e.g.

yunsé cf n3d dit kéngdm fogd 18 'did Yungse cook plantains yesterday?'
yunsé cf ndd dit kdngdm fogd 18 " " 1 i " (P2)

yuhsé bég dit kengdm & 'did Yungse cook plantains?' (Pp)
yunsé béE dit kéngdm & il L i "

The first sentence of each pair uses the question marker |1&/&, while the
second sentence of each pair uses I8/8. The first marker has also been re-
corded with L tone, e.g.

wvl nd3d gwd 18 'has he fallen?'
cf. wvl ndd gwé £ noon 1

As seen in these last sentences, the variation between |& and {8 vs, & and &
is slightly different for the two markers: in general, the first marker is
realized 1& after a vowel and & after a consomant; the second marker is real-
ized in most cases 1& after a double vowel and € after a short vowel or con-
sonant. (No explanation is offered for the form & in the second sentence
above, )

The difference in meaning between the two question markers is subtle,
but appears to rely on the expectations of the speaker. In utilizing I,
the speaker expresses surprise, Thus, in the second sentences we would
have the meanings 'did Yungse cook plantains?' (understood: he wasn't sup-
posed to, I didn't expect him to}, 'has he fallen?' (understood: I'm sur-
prised, etc.). This additional indication of surprise or unexpectedness is
not present in the questions formed with |é&.

Finally, it is possible to. add the marker I8 to a single word, e.g. a
noun, to work a question: wan £ 'a child?'.

2. Wh-questions. Noni forms "WH" questions by placing one of several
question words in the position immediately following the verb, When the
question word is the subject of the sentence, the dummy subject marker & is
found in the initial subject position, e.g.

£ ddt18 vee kbngdm 'who is cooking plantains?’

& kfund yee wan 'who is hitting the child?'
¢ yend yeg wan & 'who sees the child?’
Eogwd 14 'what has fallen?'

As seen, there is no question marker at the end of the sentence. (The & seen
in the third example is the i{é particle required for the verb 'see' and a few
other verbs; see p.8l.) However, |& can be added in an echo question, e.g.

fe & gwd 14 18 ‘'what fell?' ('you said that what fell?')
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The initial marker le is the complementizer used, among other places, in re-
ported speech; cf. le nd 'I say' (to one person} vs. nodn& (to many people) =
the name of the Noni language, Thus, the above sentence means '...that what
fell?!

The question word yee 'who(m)' has a plural form bdi. Both of these
are now illustrated in object position:

wd kflné yee ‘'who (sg.) are you hitting?’
wd kfun& bdd 'who (pl.) are you hitting?'

Similarly, the question word |4 'what' has a plural form mul¥, as illustrated
again in object position in the following sentences:

wd> kaankd 14 'what (sg.) are you frying?'
w> kaanké mul¥ ‘'what (pl.) are you frying?'

Again there is no final question marker other than the WH word. The marker
I& ¢an be added if the interrogative is an echo question, e.g

wvll kflnd ¢ nll yee 18 t'he is hitting who?! (='you said he is hitting who?')

This time, however, because the question word is an object, it is placed in
great focus by the preceding focus markers ¢ null (see section 3). The normal
or non-contrastive way of asking a question where the WH word is other than
the subject of the sentence is by placing the WH word immediately after the
verb, as seen below:

wd giné fed 'where are you going?'

wd gEnd sékd 14 'when are you going?'

wd g&nd nd 1& 'how are you going?'

wd gEnd nje 14 'why are you going?'

wd yené wan wl 14 14 ‘'which child do you see?’

The word |4 'what' is seen in three of the above questions which are thus in-
terpreted as 'what time are you going?', 'what reason are you going?' and 'what
child do you see?'. The |& of the 'how' question is probably the postposition
seen in Chapter 17, section 3.

Questions can be made on indirect objects, objects of prepositions etc.,
e.8. wo fidd kénkfli ¢ yee or (more polite) wd F34 kbnkfl e nub = yee 'to whom
are you giving the yams?'

Indirect questions consist of a generic head noun + a relative clause
(see p.93). The following example of a WH word being used as an indefinite
universal quantifier was recorded:

¢ t3 yee € wd gay 'whoever comes, greet him!'
b Y 4

3. Focus. In discussing the [+FOC] vs. [-FOC] variants of certain
tenses, it was pointed out that the former are used in the Po-P3 when there
is "even focus". That is, no particular element within the sentence is sin-
gled out for prominence. Such sentences have the basic subject-auxiliary-
verb-object~obliqué-adverbial order and are particularly appropriate for ut-

terances made out of the blue, e.g.

bweh, yunsd ndd d1é bvulem bwah 'Mother, Yungse has eaten my fuful!



108

This particular sentence is intended to represent how a child might report
to his mother that Yungse has eaten his fufu, i.e. running to her without
any previous linguistic context. Had there been any previous context such
as 'why are you crying?' or 'what has happened?’, the child might answer
with the [-FOC] P, as follows:

yunsd did bvulem bweh 'Yungse has eaten my fufu'

In this particular case, the object 'my fufu' receives prominence, as indi-
cated in the translation. In general, & sentence such as this last one can
answer any number of questions, e.g. 'what has happened?', 'what has Yungse
done?', 'what has Yungse eaten?’, 'whose yams has Yungse eaten?', 'what of
yours has Yungse eaten?'. In answer to each question the scope of the as-
sertion is different. Thus, in answer to the question 'what has happened?',
the assertion would be the whole proposition ('what has happened is that Jungse
has eaten my fufw'). In answer to the question 'what has Yungse eaten?', the
assertion would be the noun phrase object ('what Yungse has eaten is my yams').

Although all of these interpretations are possible, the constituent found
immediately after the verb will be considered the marked focus (cf. Watters
1979) unless cne of the following obtains:

(a) the [+FOC] tense is used, if there is one;

(b) the verbal focus marker |5 immediately follows the verb;

(c) a constituent other than the one immediately following the verb
is marked for focus (by the markers € nil).

The alternative in (a) was seen at the bottom of p.105. The other two alter-
natives are seen below:

yunseé dié 15 bvulem bweh 'Yungse has just eaten my fufu'
yunsé bd d¢id bvulem bweh & nll &bin ' 'Yungse ate my fufu today' (i.e.
not yesterday)

The marker |5 in the first sentence can either indicate 'just' (as indicated)
or 'instead', or it can focus on the lexical meaning of the verb, e.g. 'Yungse
has eaten my fufu' (he hasn't just cooked it, as you said). The second sen-
tence places ¢ nil before the adverb ibén 'today', contrasting it with, e.g.
'yesterday', as indicated.

A sentence with a [-FOC] Po-P3 tense is thus incomplete unless it is an
answer to a question, as seen, or unless it is changed according te (a), {b)
or (c) above. This is particularly striking in the case of intransitive verbs
which do not have any complement. As was seen in Chapter 12, the marker I3
is required to complete these tenses as well as the 0 tense, e.g.

bésén yemté |5 'we are singing'
wan gweé 15 'the child is falling'

Take off the 15 and the above sentences are ungrammatical. Thus, in the 0
tense, or in [-FOC] Po-P3, if there is no element to the right of the verb,
the citation form of the sentence will necessarily imnvolve 13. If there is
an object (or other complement), |3 is not required in the 0 tense, e.g.

yunse dit1d xéngdm *Yungse is cooking plantains'
yunsd ditl& 15 kdogdm ‘'Yungse is cooking plantains instead".
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However, in the P,-P3 [-FOC] tenses, even such sentences involving a comple-
ment seem incomplete--because they place focus on the complement (and seem
to be answering a question):

yunse cf dEké kéngdm 'Yungse cooked plantains’
yunsé cf ndd déd kéngdm "Yungse cooked plantains'
yunsé ci dik& 15 kéngdm 'Yungse eooked plantains'

yunsé cf dik& e nll kéngdm 'Yungse cooked plamtains' (not something else)

The citation form of a Po-P3 tense is always the [+FOC] one, because it is
this form alone which does not assume a previous linguistic context.

It should be noted with respect to the above four sentences that only
one focus operation can take place per sentence. Thus, if the [+FOC] variant
of a tense is chosen, neither |5 nor ¢ nll can co-occur with it; af [3 s
present, & nll cannot co-occur with it, and as we shall see, if the subject
is postposed after the verb, we get none of the three morphological focus
markers ([+FOC] tense, |3, or & nll).

4. Constituent focus. Different constituents can be avertly marked
as focused by at least three different means.

4.1, Subfect focus., Whenever a subject is focused (e.g. in answer to
a subject-WH-question, or in order to contrast the subject of a sentence,
etc.), it is placed immediately after the verb. A dummy subject marker &
remains in the original subject position, e.g.

& gwd nji '¥ji has fallen'
 b& dikdé yunsdé 'Yungse cooked (it)' (Py)
& yemté wan ej& 'a child is singing on the road'

These sentences can answer the questions 'who has fallen?', 'who cooked (it)?'
and 'who is singing on the road?', or they can contrast with another person’'s
prior assertions 'John has fallen', 'Mary cooked (it)' and 'a woman is singing
on the road'. When the postposed subject is first person singular, there no

" longer is any nasal agreement, cf:

me nyemtd [5> 'I am singing'
¢ yemté me 'T am singing'

What is interesting about subject-postposing is that the object may optionally
be preposed to the verb, pre-empting the dummy subject marker:

& dEE1& njY kéngdm 'Nji is cooking plantains'
kéngdm dE&1& njh 'N4i is cooking plantains'

The second sentence has the grammatical form 'plantains are cooking Nji', and
yet it is clear from the semantics that it is Nji who is cooking plantains,
Both utterances can be used to answer the question 'who is cooking plantains?',
although the second variant, with object preposing, implies that the question
was angry (i.e. 'Nfi was cooking plantains, that's who was cooking plantains').
While the first sentence is more neutral, with 'plantains’ simply repeated

as previously established information, the second sentence sounds more counter-
assertive. The second sentence would be particularly appropriate if contra-
dicting someone's assertion 'Yungse is cooking plantains'. The following
exchange demonstrates how the interpretation of such a sentence might depend
on context: :
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t kflin® yee wan 'who is hitting the child?!
wan kftnd nJi 'Nj7 is hitting the child'

The second sentence would with no context specified mean 'the child is hit-
ting Nji'. However, when following the question 'who is hitting the child?’',
it takes on the opposite reading: 'Nji is hitting the child'. While a
number of instances have been recorded with subject-object inversion in
sentences with a 0 or Py-P3 [-FOC] tense, inversion apparently cannot take
place if the object to be preposed is a ist or 2nd personm pronoun. We thus
find the following question-answer exchange:

¢ kflnd yee me 'who is hitting me?'
: kflng nji (wd) 'Nji is hitting (you)!'

The sentence wd kfind nji could not answer this question, since its only
meaning is 'you are hitting Nji'.

No examples were recorded where a postposed subject was preceded by
e nul, the focus marking system employed for non-subjects.

4.2. Verb focus. As indicated above, a verb is placed in focus by
following it by the marker 5. The meaning taken on is 'just’, 'instead',
or lexical meaning of verb in focus. Thus, in answer to the following
question, the verb focus is marked as indicated:

wd bd gd 14 twhat did you do?' (P1, [-FOC])
me mbé yeh 13 1 sang’

4.3. Object focus. The object is found directly after the verb and
therefore, with the right [-FOC] verb form, and without a preceding 15, a
sentence can always be interpreted with the object in focus, e.g.

wh cf dikd 18 twhat did you cook?’
me net nddkd binkfd "I cooked yams'

In order to make the object contrastive or counter-assertive, it is preceded
by & nul:

wd cf dikd e nul I3 twhat did you really cook?!
wd cf diké k&ngdm 'you cooked plantains'
me ncl ndikd & nil blokfd '(mo,) I cooked (only) yame'

The last sentence can either be in answer to a WH-question which itself uses
& nlb, or it can follow the second sentence, correcting 'plantains' with
tyams! (and preceding the answer with dy? 'nol'). As seen, the markers
mark the following conmstituent as being the only appropriate filler of that
slot (cf. k& 'only' which was seen before a focused element on p.85).

4.4. Oblique and adverbial focus. Other elements of the sentence are
focused by placing & null before them:

b3 F44 kbngdm £ nlll € wan 'they are giving plantains to the child'

me nci gwd & nlib fogd 11 fell yesterday' {(P2)

The form £ nub is a [+PROG] consecutive of the copula nd 'be'. The meaning
of the last sentence thus is 'I fell and being yesterday'.
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accept
accompany
accuse
add to
adult
advance
advice
advise
after
afternoon
again
age-group
agree
agreement
ahead
all
already
also
angle
angry, be
animal
ant
antelope
anus
arm, sg.
pl.
armpit
arrange
arrow
ascend
ashes
ask {(for, Q)
assemble
at
automobile
avoid
a person
go w/out
axe
back
backbone
bad, be
bag
bag, in the
bake in ashes
ball, make
out of fufu
bamboo
banana leaf

EngLIsH-Non1 WorD LisT

-
13y
kwénséd, bTsé
cowd

sa fwd

ntefe 1/2
t&fé

sékd, did

£ munshion
588, bvd
keghdn 7/8
béé

nséyse 1/2
fwe ‘
~ttu/=cii

wa

tEN

bd&/cbdw 5/6
t3nyé shem
fiam/ fam
ggonle

jom/ jom

nton

keyf 7
nkenken 4
kénkamkém 7/8
saysé
min/bdmin 1/2
ben

taan S

bffé

bd&ncé

)

mutl 1

| ew

ji

Jim
temé/ctem 5/6
JIm/jftm 9/10
kfum 4

bété

ekeld 7/8
tké 17

fumé

tay

gwdsn/gs3n 3/4
ncdd

(unopened, yellow)

bark

basket,
large
kind of

bat

bathe

be

bead, v.

bean

bear fruit
bananas

beard

beat, v.
drum

because

bed

bed, in the

bedbug

bee

beehive

hefore

beg

behind

belch

bell

bell (hunting)

belly

belt

bend, tr.

bent, become

between

bile

bird

birth, give

bite

bitter, become

black, become

black dye

blacken, tr.

blackness

blood

blow w/mouth

keban 7/8
nkaa/nkaa 9/10
kéncaké 7/8
gvumg” 1/2
Kglrm 7/8
0BE o

nu nuu

500

1&we/cidw 5/6
yém

Tow

kedéw 7

500

ko@ neom

Dby S
kentaw 7/8

Entaw 17

kénguiin 7/8

R /61 9/10

nwaw ni 1/2

S

1&ké

Ejtm

bew

mbyéne/mbyene 9/10
keécold 7/8

tfi/etéw 5/6

kécaw 7/8

qgvﬁsé_

1E€m

&ntd 1€n 17

blén 9
fenfi/muiiffm 11/12
b54

I &m

chwedw

yit

n%fw

yifsd; intr. (n)Jfw
bvuyil& 14

glemd/bi | &ém 7/8
t4¢d ‘

lips, bellows f41¢

horn
nose

t3n
-y
mTs5e

boa constrictor kém/kom 9/10

body
bone
book
borrow

ye 4
ckufe 7/8
nwa 1/2
sém, foo



bow, n.
box
bracelet
brain
branch

of vine
break

snap

shatter, tr.
intr.

fufu

open
breast
breath
breathe
bridge
brief, v.
broom
bubble, v.
build
bunch (guinea

corn)

bundle

=dirt
burn, tr.

intr.
burnt, become
burst

open
bury

with hand -
bush (=forest)
bush country
bushcow
bust
but
buttock
button
buy
buzz (bees)
cadaver
calabash

small mimbo
calf (of foot)
call

kéntw 7/8

nkodw 1/2
keshdw 7/8

bdn 1
tYew/tiew 9/10
twdn/tén 3/4
san

og5v

yd (kill)
kwé (die)
gbsd

tEh
mbené/embah 5/6
keydy 7/8
yoy

dwed 3/13
tfum
keyesé 7/8

Y2
y33, dfs
kekdm 7/8

feyilé/munyiidm 11/12

yile 5/13
tdn
k%4 (catch)
i1

teld

bvliyf, tEn¥

dyey, doy

fom

ckdwe 7/8
nkwAnt&/nkdntéd 3/4
mbdn 1/2

to

* gédnen

kerl 7/8

mbs~ 172

goy

ko

gvine/egvin 5/6
keben 7/8

ghém 1/2

nsoo 4

184, bén

from distance kff

cane
canerat

kémban 7/8

nton/ntdy 9/10(~1/2)

carry {on head) t&d
without hands jI8

a child
on a pele

mee
e WS,
shume

heavy weight fdm

carve

sém

carving
castigate
catch
from air
caterpillar
edible type
cave
cease
of rains
ceiling
chair (=bed)
chalk
change
into
charcoal
chase
chat
cheek
chest
chew
chief
child
chin
chisel, n.
V.
choose
chop
church
claw
clay
clean, v.
clear, be
grass
aff
threoat
click, make a
cloth
cloud
cock
cocoyam
cold, be
coldness
color, v.
comb, v.
come
command, v.
compound
contradict
cock, v.
fufu
cornbeer
cough
count
country

nsem 1/2

507

k44

ka

kémbenmbdn 7/8
mfumd/mfumén 9/10
fgaq/feq 3/4

|

sémé
gwed/ged 3/4
k&ntaw 7/8
fwem 3

kdmén

bdy

kékd 7/8

kdn

fe

kedidw 7/8
gviw/gviw 9/10
cém

ntdn 1/2
wan/boom 1/2
kendn 7/8
kéncofe 7/8
cBré

cAw

kdw, gwo

e3>

kawe/ekaw 5/6
mb3m 1/2

sho

yad

kzsd

kwaa

ka

cw

ndvii /ndvu 9/10
kémbiw, keyekd 7

nyem shéé/nyem shéd 9/10

kekod 7/8
led

kéntdn 7/8
can

saa

3

wimén
14/ela 5/6
kTedn

dee

ketdm 7/8, wod 3
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courtyard
cover, V.
cowhorn

cowry (=tooth)
crab

crawl

cricket

14 kfulén 4
bén

ketdn 7/8
kage 7/8
gkame 7/8
nanié
nd&dnkll 1/2

cross (road, pit) dan

river

crossing, foot-

crunch

cry

cut {w/knife)
e.g. raope
in two

tree, flower

loose
to measure
out
cutlass
cup
cure, V.
curse, V.
dance, n.
V.
dark, get
dash, v.
dawn, v.
day
‘death
debt
deceive
deep, become
defeat
defecate
delay, v.
depart
descend
dew
die
dig
dip
dirt

disperse, intr.

dispute, n.
divert
divide
dodge

dog

door

dove

down

drag

draw (water)

Iahtd
ke|ffnc€é 7/8
B

eé taq ke
séé

sém

san

kfuy

kgaq

cey

kwly

~"“/n:> 9/10
feko/munkdm 11/12
fe

low

bind 5/13

yid

dfw 5/6, bvutfu 14
kwe / kwe 9/10
£13/#15 9/10
té¢

s1ly&n

ghéw

ni

dvuy

gen

bow, shii
nawi 4

kwé

cow saw cfm
cow

bwd/bwé 9/10
diow fwdsé
kembembe 7/8
kécing

cli

godfé

drink, v.
drip

drive away
drown, intr.
drum

drunk, be

dry, become
dust

ear

ear, in the
early, be
earthworm
eat

egg

eight
either...or
elephant
embroider
enter
entertain
equal, be
evening
exchange
excrement
exit, v.
explain
extinguish
eye
eyebrows
face

faint, v.
fall

fan, v.
farewell, say
farm, at the
fart, n.
fat, n.
fat, become
father
fatness
fatty, be
fault, n.
fear, n.

V.
feather
feed
fence
fence in
field
fight, n.

V.
figtree
find
fine, mn.

wd

Cém

kéo

TN
neom/ncom 9/10
jéw

kebvu 7/8.

ketd: 7, kentonf&q 7/8

éntont&n

yanstn
ng?éqsé/ngénsé 3/4
dfé

gbefegd 5/6
fan

nd3...ndd
kiydd 7/8

tém

ley

téw

kwéntén

gk leglirkeglt 17
kdmén

coo/coo 9/10
béy

nelé

jfmsé
3|sé/e€|se 5/6
monkone 15

bvushfw/monshfm 14/15

gwe keogwe
gwe

td1é

kem

wEné

ffi 5/13
cfom 6
fan, kow
cee 1/2
bvufént 14
#3m

nje

ng 9

fan
gvund/egvin 5/6
idn

ketan 7/8

gem
wE/né 3/4

bvud i dw/mondiom 11712

dio (+bvudiow)
kengvum 7/8
bdn

kejdw 7/8



finish
fire
fire, set
fireplace
firewood
firm, be
first, be
fish
fishscale
fishtrap
five

flap {wings)

mesd, ki
ngdy 3

Kend

kétante 7/8
kwen/ken 3/4
cffm

Yaw
bie/bfé 9/10
ng&w/ngaw 9/10
kent fim 7/8
tTh

son

flash (lightening) |aw

flatness
flea
float
flour
fly, n.
fly, v.
fold
follow

food (things to

fool, v.
foot
forehead
forest
forge
forget
four
friend

frightening, be

frog
fruit
fry
fufu
full, become
gall bladder
gather, fetch
up
get
gift
give
as dash

sth. spoiled

to dancers
back
go
to farm
goat
god
good, be
gorilla
granary
square

bvlyEw 14

fembam 11/12

14

mam 15

bvim/bvum 9/10

bt

bén

br...1é ‘

eat) byed bf dien 8
sén

ekale/bikaa 7/8

f3]isé 16

ekdwe 7/8

tfdy

ddyé

ng"

nsaan/nsédn 5/10

bém

késham 7/8

shém/ shem 9/10

kén

b;uigm 14

yfnsén

bédbd 4

kew

Kk

kénké

nd 172

ré

mawce

kdynén gow
fend

tflisd

gen

la

bie/bie 9/10
fid 1/2

Jjed
febdw/mumbdw 11/12
c8? 1/2

nwaw 1/2

grass, grazing
thatching

gay/egdy 5/6
yin/yun 9/10

grasshopper, type kekwakwa 7/8

white
green
grasslands
grate
grave
greet
each other
grind
groan
ground
ground, on the
groundnuts
grow up

késewss 7/8

mbwesem/mbesem 3/4

ngéy 1/2
kwaa

Jem/jém /10
gey...id
gayn¥n

gow, kaa
dvam, kéy
nsht /nshe 9/10
F3ké 16
bfrgn 1

taw

grow (of roots) yfém

grown, be
guinea corn
gun
habitually
hair
hand
handle, make
hang up
on shoulder
oneself
hard, become
harm, do to
harness, v.
harvest, v.
hat
hawk
he
head
head, on the
headdress
headpad
headrest
heap, v.
in mounds
hear
heart
heat, v,
heavy, become
heel
height
help, v.
hen
here
hiccup
hide sth.
oneself
hip

k&

gti/egfn 5/6
og6y/Jng5ci 5/13
gk¢

yiw/yuw 9/10
kebd 7/8

tdy

tdy

thy

shifm

témé

18w kén | 5w
544

gwelé

kefd 7/8
ndon 1/2

wvl
ekole/bikoo 7/8
318 16
kénsed 7/8
can/can 9/10
mbwaan 1/2
ké&ncé

maw

y&w

feteld/muntelém 11/12

kf &m

JTtE

nel® /bdnef 1/2
bvudéfé 14

ft

sheéé/shdé 9/10
fen

shidwshféw 9/10
AT E

fltm

kéncemte 7/8
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hit (hammer)

kfun

things together kwdw

hoe, n.
hold
hole

large, tree
honey
honor, n.

V.
hoof
hook
house
how
hundred
hunger
hunt, V.
hunting
hurt
husband
hut
hut, in the
hyena
I
if
illness
imitate
in
incite
inclined, be
~inform
inheritance
injured, be
inside
instead
intelligence
intelligent, be
interrupt
intestines
invalid
investigate
invite
iron
itch, v.
jealous, be
jigger (=salt)
journey
judge, v.
juju (kind)
jump over
just, adv.
kidney
kill
knee
kneel

jtw/ifw 9/10
Jis kénké
kebow 7/8
fwen/fen 3/4
bvutow 14
ngvum 1/2
wylim

keksy 7/8
f&ncaw 11/12
yew/yew 9/10
ng, ni
gwdd/gbé 3/4
jén 9

la bvug3dm
bvugSm 14
ton

doy/bdle 1/2
con/cbn 9/10
cdh 18

kb4 1/2

me

€

kénckm 7/8
bentn, few
g, yi... 18
béysé

tfdn

tfum
bvushew 14

pvuted 14
féésén

bvu

bvulew 14
nkawl® 1/2
SOowW

kaw

ketfu 7/8
1]

ghew
nkaw/nkaw 9/10
ghané 5/13
sdw

nkaw 1/2
dan

5

fTw 4

Y
ndu/end 5/6
ngvildm

knife
knot, v.
know
kolanut
labor, be in
lack
ladder
ladle
lake
lame person
language
laugh, v.
law
lay sth. down
eggs
leaf
leak, v.
lean against
leave
sth.
left (side)
legislate
lend
leopard
let
lie, tell a
lie down

f&R5 /mifidm 11/12
s&&

kd&~key

fembl /miimbim 11/12
| &m

tan

bvukdw/monkdm 14/15
kénsdmé 7/8
mémésd

nt&énd 1/2

digw

xté

netl 1/2

JTHE

té1é

niddn 5/13

Jéw

ytém

J4, ne

ctnd, ctnd.. .18
nkdnkd

c
sdmsd, fodsd
bia/bia 9/10

gee
mbydy (+mbydy)
Jifm

light, be {wt.) ydyién

like, as
lick
lion
listen
little
far
liver
load
lock up
locust
long, become
look
after
at

diew £... 14, kedle
14

bvuld 1/2

yéké

(wan) cadan

nceé nJjool
sherm/shem 9/10
nkém 1/2
fen~flien

cama 9/10

detd

J
loosen (ground) ctwsé
lose (to leprosy) kfOyE

lost, get
louse
love, v.
lower, tr.

la

fensesé/munsesém 11/12

kon
shTké

lying (falschood) mbydy 4

mad, be
maggot
malrze
make
man

Jéw
yIn/yfn 9/10

nfine~nfone/bdnfune 1/2

ge
ditms¥n/bolemst 1/2



many
market

Nkor day 1

day 2

day 3

day 4

day 5

day 6

day 7

day 8
marriage
masculinity
mat
matter
mausoleum
me
measure, v.
medicine
medicine man
meet
message
milk, n.
milk, v.
millipede
mistake
mistake, make
mix
money
monkey
moon
morning
mortar
mosquito
mother
mould, v.
mountain
mouth
mouth, in the
much
mud

nushroom (kinds) kemfuldn, kdjdmté 7/8

nail, n.
nail, v.
nakedness
name, n.
name, v.
narrow, be
navel
near, put
neck

net

new

news
night

ntéen

why/ jiwdci 3/13
bvlit i

bvlinkaa

bviizhf

bvlkéma
bvinkaadsh
bvlzhfiden
bvilisdw

bvlimbén
kéntaashé 7/8
bvulemst 14
gham 4, kejfné 7/8
sdka 1

+im 4

me

few

ef?wé/bifoo 7/8
ngan 1/2

tgsgn

ntom 1/2

embEn 6

kdm

kéngdnst 7/8
Jay 1/2

Jdy

fyey, fydysén
kwaw

can/can 9/10
kwee/kee 3/4
entdn entdn 17
ndviu 5/13

bem 4

bwee 1/2

bam

kom/ jikomé 3/13
diow/dew

&mi 17

ntéén

kencaa

kenkanté 7/8
t4

kdcimte 7
die 5/6

co

doose

cEm 9/10
b&hcd
kénddn 7/8
kénsan 7/8
~fe

séka

entdn 17

nine
no
nose
not
now
numerous, be
oath
aoften
oil
old
old, become
on
once
one
only
open, v.
open, break
or
outdo
owl
pacify
pack
pain, n.
pain, v.
palace
pale, become
palm-kernel
palmnut
palmtree
wild
partridge
pass, v.
pay
pebble
peck, v.
peel
penis
pepper
person
perspiration
perspire
pestle
pick
up
piece, v.
pierce
pig
pinch
pipe
pit
place
plait
plant, v.
by suckers

byvlike

ay?

ndfé 5/13
ké. .. ke
kesden

doo

Iew~nléw 1/2
Ef3nsfbn
meem 15

ngdy

lon

yi... 14

kan mwan

man

ké, man

yensd

san

ndd

ghéw

kénkfl 7/8
18wcé, cfmsd
bddnct
nsasé, nloce 1
158

ntSw 1/2

yém

cée/cee 9/10
bidn/bltén 9/10
kebdny 7/8
duun 5
gwe/gwé 9/10
féy

law

cBW/cqw 9/10
Jow

yun

Jow/jdw 9/10
nsése 1
we/baRit (m) 1/2
njimtén 1
JTmt&n

ket flw 7/8
koy

bdn

ké

bon, céé
nkdnyag 1/2
ném

k&1dn 7/8
kéntoké 7/8
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bvudvliu/mondvidm 14/1%

lo
Jéwé
yfé
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plantain
plaster, v.
platform
play, v.
please, adv.
pluck
peison, n.
V.
poor, he
pot
pound, v.
pour
poverty
powder, V.
praise, n.
V.
prefer
pregnancy
press, v.
priest
prod
profit
promise, n.
V.
protect
pull
pumpkin
pupil (of eye)
pus
push
down
put
sth, away
in mounds
on stick
quarrel, v.
quick, be
quill
rabbit
rain
ram
raphia palm
rare, be

rat (small edlble) fénkaw 11/12

edible fieldrat sh0q/shom 9/10 fysw/
fyew 9/10 bwaw 3/13,
fquuu/muqquum 11/12

{types)

houserat
giant
reach
ted, become
redness
refuse
regret

keéngom 7/8
yéié

katdd1é 7/8
dvdm (+ndviim)
ban

bé1é

njfw 9

Jfw

fofe

ntdn 1/2, nshadn 9/10

kfun
dom fo

kefofé, ketén 7

kfum, céw
neddnkén 1/2
codnkén

tew

fwe 5

moy

fada

domsé

séw

nkaw

kaw

ce

goofé
led/e18h 5/6
Bd wh jisé
mdnkfunyt 15
domseé

d5mé, basd
gee, tdém
cakd

maw

500

whi

ygﬁsén
fwew/fEw 3/4

.waqga/bawaqga

Jaﬂ 9
Yéw 7/8
w/bfdw 9/10
ba nEn

ncénkdn 1/2
cée/cee 9/10
by

yEE

bvuyelg 14
tdn, kan, fén
kdmé

relative
remain
behind
remember
remove
from fire
from heap
report, V.
resemble
rest, v.
restrict
by fon
retaliate
return
Tevive
reward, v.
ribs
rice
ridge

k™ 5/13
shéd

mey

kwawct, kdmé
pviiséd s

shdmsé, fowck
t1&sén
1€4tén
lew
cf
1£lisé
késé
kamsé
kéné

lta 13
9f|/egfq 5/6
kwen/ken 3/4

rlght (not wrong) qu

ring, n.

V.
ringworm
ripe, become
rise
road
roast, V.
rock
rod
roll up
room
root
rope
rotten, become
round, become

and smooth
Tub
rule over
rumble
run’
sacrifice, n.
saliva
salt
sand
satiated, be
savannah

fdncaw
Jem
ncagigh 1/2
vEE
ben
je/jé 9/10
Yon

kempaan 7/8
bwam/bem 3/4
kéwé

kebow 7/8
gwén/gén 3/4
ki 1/2
fo
dfén
cénzé
y&f

séw
dvimén
1&wté

ncesé 1/2
ntfén 4
nkaw 9
monshéém 15
fuu

gey 1/2

savannah, in the gntfun 17

say
scar

scarce, become

scare away
scatter
scrape
scratch self

a&
kelaidsé 7/8
sey

KAy
tdwsé témsé
kan
k3mé



scratch s.o. shwaw slave nfwda/bonfad 1/2
scream wém sleep, m. Afi s
search for gom V. 1éré
among things t&m sleeping place (chief) kécde 7/8
season; hunting nyém sleepy, be YEW
planting madvulm slide, slip [ em
rainy bvudaam slowly WEE
clearing fwe small t€18, waa/boom
see yén... 14 small, be doose
seed ngdw/ngaw 9/10 smell, intr. sém
seize ) tr. nldnkén
dell gesd smoke, n. njTm 4
send tédm, cffnsé V. bt
separate (fibers) son meat tam
set trap téid snail kémba 7/8
gum trap i dw snake yd /ys 9/10
settle dispute sémtén boa kém/kom 9/10
seven sooshw! short, fat kefd 7/8
sew tdsé snap, v. ngdy
shake, intr. shiw, cfy snore ko
tr. ka, Jem snot kemfemtén 7/8
shame kénwimgn 7 soak cow
sharp, be k52 soft, make yey
sharpen tdsén, fon s0il nsh& /nshe 9/10
to a point  cf4ntén song nkéd 172
she wvll sore kénkdken 7/8
sheep njeé/njeé~banjed 1/2~9/10 sorrow shen
shield kébaw 7/8 soul keySy 7/8
shirt kekdm 7/8 soup nshiéw
shiver cln sour, become ngwdy
shoot td, tém speak Jemé
short, be kfdtd spear gdo/egdn 5/6
shortness bvukfifé 14 spend the day shé
shoulder gwéw 9 spend the night cd
shout at kdy spit t8y
show, v. don split wiy
shut 144 firewood szné
sick, become chm spoil hété
sides, take bEYEN spoon kéntasé 7/8
sift yEKER spread to dry tén
sth. moist kfu sprinkle miaw (+midw)
sigh w/disgust sh#m SpY, v. kee, niankén
silent, become cffd squeeze kém N
sing yém (+nkdd) together, intr. f4cé
sink 1& (+]33) squirrel fetene/muntendm 11/12
sip téw stab bon
sister JEmé&/ j&me 9/10 stammer béw
sit shii stamp, v. cfn
six soocan stand, v. 1 {tm
skin, n. Jjew/ jEw ap, intr.  j§
V. yow sth. up 1éké
‘put on drum daa star J3n/jdn 9/10
slander ken start kew
slap son, tém a tune yaw
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start to cultivate ban

startled, be

jé

stay for short time modcd

steal
stem of sth.
stick

rd
con

-ns&n/nsen 9/10

fete/muntém 11/12

stick poles in ground tém
sticky, be (meat) fomt¥n

still,
stomach
stone
cooking
grinding
stool
carved
store, v.
straight,
stream
strong, become
stump
stupidity
suck
suffering
sufficient, be
sugarcane
summit, at the
sun
surpass
swallow
swear (truth)
swear word
sweep
sweet,
swell
swim
swing, V.
table
tail
of cow
take
teach
tears
tear, v.
bamboo
tell
stoTy
riddle
ten
termite
testify
thank
that, conj.
thatch, v.
them, they

yet

be

béé

ketd 7/8

te/eta 5/6
nsoyf/ansoy 5/6
ngow 1/2
kekowte 7/8
kéndvunshe 7/8
gee

become neté

fencanca/muncancdm 11/12
témé, téw
kénkfiyté
xeydn 7
m
ngaw 1/2
kwén
nwanwd 1/2
£5¢5144n 16
dfw
té&y
mi
kan
kan
yesd
yaké
ben
sam
njdy
ketééle 7/8
wvilin/ jiwdnte 3/13
kesén 7/8
f;,fja
YeYy
misem 4
saa
tan
sb4, gay... 18
fe
ma
yoofé
ngdw/ngow 9/10
shimsé
BEl&
e, &, ¢
sén
b3

then, therefore to ¢

there fofe 16
thief cSn/bocdn 1/2
thigh yen/yeq 9/10
thing fyet/mwedm 11/12
think tam, kwaw
thorn fwlw/Féw 3/4

porcupine  ngaw/ngaw 9/10
thousand ntfuké
three tee
throat séw~siw/sdw 9/10~1/2
throne kawla
throw (lance) tfimé

away lan

down t&fé
thunder, v. bayk&n
thus nen
tick emie 1/2
tie together y?

up
time kefew

short while nféw

long ago ncake

one time, etc. kan
tired, be disé

of sth. ... 18

. to (recipient) &

(direction) fd 16
tobacco nama 1/2
today Ebén
together ntaashé
tomato (garden egg) ydn/y3h 9/10
tomorTowW ntfuﬁ

day after £5 shd ntflid
tong kefdsd 7/8
tongue Iemé/elem~Jtlemé 5/6~13
tonight entdn &bén
too ten, dvil
tooth kege 7/8
tortoise kébonald 7/8
touch kom...l1&
trample IEncd, cin
trap ketém 7/8

fish kéntflm 7/8
travel len
tree kete 7/8
tremble cfn
tribe xetém 7/8
trouble ngew
turn banké

over bay
twist ydy
tWo 1é¢
umbrella

kébaw 7/8



uncle (maternal) lomsé 1/2

under(neath)
untie

up

uplift
uproot
urinate
urine

us (excl)

us {incl)
vagina
vegetable
vein

village
waist, around
wake s.0. up
walk

wander about
wander out
want

war ;
wash (self)
water

ekl

fay

wé

ba

b4

Jay

monjam 15
béseén

beéna
kand/eken 5/6
mbasé/mbdsd 9/10
gwén/gbn 3/4
ntiw 1/2

cin

kams&

len

la

njfm

gom

Jém 9/10

cok¥
J33~d13/ jod 9/10

we (excl) bésen
we (incl) beéné
weak, be WEE
wealthy, become kow
weave fo
weed, n. name

v. béé
week k&ma 7/8
weight bvu]fte 14
well, adv. ntay
well, get bﬁnzn, +émd
wet, become £ (+]35%)

what

14/mbi 3

when

where

which

white, be

White man

why

who

whole

widen

wife

wildcat

wind

wine

wing

wipe

wire

witch

with

with it

without

woman

work, n.
Vi

wound

wrap up

wring

write

yam

year

yesterday
day before

you sg,

you pl.

young

119

séké, d15, sdkd 14 (O)

fee

yee
-tfu/-cii

kodsé
kwe/bokend 1/2
kejint 7/8
fwefwe 3

mbvim 15

kebebe 7/8

sho

fénciw 11/12
twd/bocéw 1/2
bd

dvid

sé

kwodn/bokens 1/2
leme 5/13

lem

elemte 7/8
kd1&~kdcd

kdm, tdy

sdn

kénkfl 7/8
kelom~keidn 7/8
fogd

kefwéd

W

bén

(win) caan
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abstract nouns, 13

adjectives, 26-27, 92-93

adverbs, 84-86

articles, 24-25

aspect, 35-38, 41-50, 90
habitual, 89

progressive, 41-50, 52, 59-62, 67,

71, 72, 97, 100
auxiliaries, 87-90, 101
tense, ch. 12, 87, 89, 96, 97
causatives, 38-39, 44, 99

INDEX

grammatical relations, 76-79
imperatives, 52-53, 98
infinitives, 52, 89
instrumentals, 81, 92
interrogatives, 25, 30, 104-105
indirect questions, 93
labialization, 8, 26, 28
labiodentalization, 1, 3

locative classes, 13-14, 16, 1%, 21,
82-83, 92

locative pre- and postpositions, 14,

comparatives, 6%, 84 82-84
complementizers, 95, 98-99, 105 nasal;;onggnant sequences, 3, 7, 8, 11,
! »

condition clauses, 90, 98, 102-103

conditional mood, 90, 103

negation, 53, 57-58, 59, 60-61, 62, 66,
67-68, 70, 71-72, 90, 97, 99

noun class concords, chs. 4-8; summary,
33

conjunction

nouns, 81, 101

pronouns, 17-18 noun class forms, 7-14

BanARYEES 05 irregular, 8, 9, 10, 11

consonant system, 1-2 numerals, 28-29
objects
direct, 76, 77, 80, 91
indirect, 76, 78, 80

oblique, 16, 76, 80, 81, 83, 91-92

copula, 88
demonstratives, 23-24
determiners, 23-25
diminutives, 11

directional verbs, 69, 82 partitive, 16

focus palatalization, 26, 28, 29
adverbs, 108

auxiliaty ([+FOC]), 55, 57, @6, 70,
88, 90, 93-%4, 102, 105-106

possessives
nouns, 19, 79
pronouns, 19-22, 92
direct object, 85 pronouns
(within) noun phrase, 32 compound, 17-18
independent, 15-18, 78, 58

logophoric, 15, 17-18, 21

oblique objects, 85, 108
subject, 76, 85, 104, 107

verb, 56, 63, 77, 85, 90, 91, 93,
106, 108

quantifiers, 30, 86



reciprocals, 13, 39, 43, 78
references, 109
reflexives, 18, 39, 78

relative clauses, 26, 27, 32, 65-68, 83,
91-94

reported speech, 15, 17-18, 21, 95, 98,
105

sequential clauses, 88, 95-97
statives, 84
subjects, 76, 77

subject-verb (nasal) agreement, 3, 77,
87

subjunctives, 98, 103

syllable structure, 2-4

temporal clauses, 100-102

tone patterns (verbs), 51-52
irregular, 64, 75
Tules, 74-75
summary, 73

tone spreading, 6, 19

tone system, 5-6, 51-52, 73, 74-75

verb extensions, 35-40, ch. 10
attenuative, 35-36, 43
bifurcative, 37-38
causative, 38-39, 44
distributive, 36, 43
frequentative, 38, 44-45
iterative, 37, 77
positional, 39, 44, 64
reciprocal, 18, 39-40
transitive, 39, 48

verb forms, 34-40 (and following
chapters)

irregular, 45-48, 63-64, 75
verb radicals, 34-35
verb reduplication, 38, 44-45
verb tenses

compound, 62

121

consecutive clauses, 69-72
main clauses, 56-64, 96
overview, 53-55, 73
relative clauses, 65-68, 93-94
vowel system, 1
word list, 110-119
word order
noun phrase, 31-32
sentence, 76, 107-108

subject-object inversion, 108





